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No. VJ. On modcfy, bafhfulnefs, 
difidence, and the contrary quali- 
ties. 

HY dowe diflike the man who 
expects from us too great a re- 
ard to hisown merit ? I think the an- 
feet is obvious, becaufe, by prefer- 
ring himfelf, he undervalues us ; felf- 
love immediately takes the alarm, and 
refufes his demand. Forwardneis is 
like a painter, who would point out to 
us the beauties of his own perform- 
ance ; but we choofe rather to difcover 
them ourfelves, that our admiration 
may feem to arife from eur own dif- 
cernment. The oppofite quality to 
this is modefty, a term that bears 
fometimes a very vague fignification ; 
which is owing, in fome meafure, to 
this, that its appearance is frequently 
counterfeited by qualities of a different 
nature. The terms, modefty, bafhful- 
nefs, and diffidence, are often ufed in- 
difcriminately ; it may not be amifs, 
therefore, to enquire into the origin, 
nature, and inerit of the qualities to 
which they properly belong. 

The duties of humility may be di- 
vided into two forts; the firft are 
thofe which forbid us to entertain too 
high an opinion of our own perfeéti- 
ons ; the others enjoin a proper fenfe 
of our failures and imperfeétions. 
Upon thefe branches of humility, are 
founded thetwo firft of the abovemen- 
tioned qualities. Modefty is that vir- 
tue which keeps us from expecting, as 
a right, the efteem and veneration 
which our good qualities feem to de- 
ferve : and it is evident that modefty 
muft appear univerfally amiable, be- 
caufe goodwill and approbation are a 
tribute in our own power, and we 
choofe to beftow them as we pleafe. 
As modelly is founded on humility, fo 
they are infeparably connetted ; we 
cannot form the idea of an humble 
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man, without fuppofing him, at the 
fame time, modeft; nor of a modett 
man, without fuppofing him Jumble ; 
for he, who has a proper fenfe of his 
own merits, will not challenge an un- 
due efteem for them, and his not do- 
ing this is a fure evidence that he has 
a proper fenfe of them, 

~ Baihfulnefs is that quality which 
difcovers to men the fenfe we have of 
our own failures and imperfettions. 
The vice diretily oppofed to it is im- 
pudence. The bafhfu! man is afhamed 
of his faults ; but the impudent man is 
not fenfible of them. Bafhfulnets is 
frequently efteemed a foible ; which 
may eafily be accounted for, becaufe 
it uppofes fome fault, without which 
it would not exift; but I choofe ra- 
ther to call it a virtue, for we are 
pleafed to fee men confcious of their 
defects, andthis acknowledgment is the 
beit apology they can make for them, 
Sometimes, however, we are fenfible 
of all the appearances of bafhfulne{s, 
without any fault in ourfelves which 
cangiverife to them. This proceeds 
from fympathy; we fuppofe our- 
felves in the fituation of the perfon 
who occafions our confufion, and have 
the fame fenfations which we think he 
ought to feel. 

I think modefty and bafhfulnefs may 
be always known from each other by 
the diflinétion I have laid down, viz. 
that the latter produces inus the difa- 
greeable idea of fome defeét which oc- 
cafions it, and therefore gives us pain, 
although it is, at the fame time, en- 
gaging ; but the former gives us a 
pleafure, which is not attended with 
this difagreeable idea. And this leads 
me toobferve, that our admiration of 
bafhfulnefs extends no farther than to 
this fingle good quality ; but we can- 
not admire modeity, without admiring, 
at the fam: ume, thofe virtues from 
which it derives its value. 

The otherquality, which has paffed 
for modetly, is difiidence ; this 1s too 
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weak a fenfe of any good quality we 
polleis, and an iliiceney to call it 
forth to action, Diffidence is never 
to be allowed a virtue, but a weak- 
nels, becaufe it fuppreffes a man’s vir- 
tue, and hides it from the world, even 
when he has a mind to exert hiunfelf, 
A celebrated writer has obferved, that 
** modefly is, to the other virtues in 
aman, what thade in a picture is to the 
paris of the thing reprefented ; it 
makes all the other beauties appear 
confpictious, which would otherwife 
appear but a wild heap of colours,” 
But then it is neceflary that this fhade 
in our actions fhould be very juflly ap- 
plied ; whereas diffidence renders it 
too flrong.—In this cafe it hides our 
good qualities, inflead of fhewingthem 
to advantage. The vice direttly op- 
ofite to difhdence is prefumption, 
Chey both occafion difagreeable fen- 
fations ; but with this ilieresice that 
the uneafinefs produced by the fir, is 
in favour of the perfon for whom 
we feel it ; but that which we receive 
froin the other, is attended with a dif- 
like of him who caufes it. Modefly 
and confidence pofle{s the medium of 
thefe two oppofite extremes ; the for- 
mer being more allied to diffitlence, 
and the latter to prefumption ; con- 
fidence may engage refpett ; but mo- 
defly adds to refpeét the more valuable 
acquifitions of love and efleem. 
efe qualities, which I have been 
examining, are frequently miftaken for 
one another, and hence it happen’ that 
fuch very different ideas are expref- 
fed by the word—modefly. Ifa man 
declines {peaking his fentrments, in 
company, upon fubjeéts which he is 
not acquainted with, itis afcribed to 
his great modefty ; another confeffes, 
by a blufh, that he is atalofs how to 


_ aequit himfelf properly, and we imme- 


diately call him very modeft ; fuch a 
one (as it is faid) would be very agree- 
ble, if it were not for his modelty ; and 
many #man lofes every ig ony of 

ufhing his fortune in life, becaufe, 
forfooth, nature has made him ex- 
tremely modeft. No wonder, then, 
that in many cafes, modefty is efteem- 
ed an indifferent and even unfortunate 
‘endowment ; hence, people conclude 
that it is polfible for a man to be too 
modeft ; and, to avoid that imputati- 
on, they frequently run into thofe vi- 
ces which are themoft remote from it. 

I wil requeft my fair readers in 


particular, to make a proper diflingy, 
on between modetty and thofe ualitie 
which affume its appearance : eal 
I have known many of their moj 
humble devotees think themfelves ag. 
complifhed gallants, for no otherreafy 
but beeaute they are not too mod 
Flavia pities fome fhamefaced fell 
becaule he is too modelt—for (fa 
fhe) it is a difadvantage to the you 
man. Belvidero concludes from thi 
that modefly is a quality that will 
ver recommend him to the fair fex 
he gets rid, as faft as he can, of y 
lutie fhare nature has bellowed on hip 
he takes every opportunity of aifron 
Ing virtuous women ; and is pleafedio 
find that he is not too modeft, but ad. 
mirably calculated to pleafe the ladies, 
Favillo values himfelf becaufe he ex. 
celsin what he thinks conftitutes a cle. 
ver fellow ; he drinks, he {wears, he 
wenches, and would not, for the worl, 
that his miffrefs fhould think him def. 
cient in any of thefe accomplifhment, 
left the fhould defpife him for being wo 
modeft. A young fellow is taught, 
that, to qualify himfelf for the com. 
pany of the fair fex, he fhould mba 
ittle brafs on his face, asthe exprel- 
on is, leit he fhould be laughed ata 
too modeft. Now it is obviow, 
that many, judging too hallily froma. 
pearances, will be apt ‘to conclude, 
that whatever Cee od may be mac 
fur form’s fake—the ladies themfelvs 
are not too modeft, 

An entire indifference to the efleen 
and approbatiou of the world, has fir. 
quently afflumed the appearance of tha 
amiable quality I am fpeaking of 
Modefty is a virtue, becaufe it theds: 
luftre on all the virtues of the mind; 
but this muft needs be a vice, fince 
naturally tends to deflroy them, The 
man who challenges our admiration 
and he that fhews himfelf indifferes 
to it, are offenfive from the fame prt 
ciple, viz, that of felf-love ; the for 
mer affronts us by infifting on it ashi 
right ; the lattet by thinking « m 
worth courting. 

The meee fenfe of the worldin 
favour of modefty, may appear from 
this reflexion ; that when a man feem 
forward to difcover the opinion he en- 
tertains of his own good qualities, the) 
endeavour to obferve in him fom 
imperfettions, and are always ready ts 

lace him in the moft unfavourable 
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attentive to the merit of a modeft man, 
and take a pleafure in difcovering 
thofe excellencies which he 1s not am- 
bitious of expofing—Indoing this, we 
gratify our love of juflice, which al- 
ways operates ftrongly, unlefs where 
it is oppofed by felf-loveor fome other 

»wertul principle. 

Modefty ftamps a value upon every 
good quality that a man can poffefs ; on 
the other hand, fuppofe the fame qua- 
lities co exift without this virtue, and 
they immediately lofe all their value— 
nay, they are frequently changed into 
the moft odious vices. How amiable 
is the practice of piety ! But if you 
imagine it defliture of that modefty 
which vaunteth not itfelf, piery be- 
coms hypocrify, and, inftead of a faint, 
you have a pharifee. Without mo- 
defiy, the ph lofopher is a cynic, and 
the orator nothing but a vain babbler : 
or, if che! precepts of the former, and 
eloquence of the latter, are not adorn- 
ed by this virtue, they mufl at leaft ap- 
pear to be fo; they mutt fue for ad- 
mittance into the mind, not demand it. 
Pr de and obltinacy keep the door ; and 
they may be courted, but not forced. 

lam perfuaded, that to culiivate 


modeity would be the moft eticctual 
method to improve the pleafures of 
fociety, by removing many impedi- 
ments to ufeful and entertaining con- 


verfation, The oppofite quality is 
founded on pride, and the genuine off- 
{pring of them bothare arrogance an 
obitinacy—the moft inveterate ene- 
mies to focial intercourfe. As the 
roud man has too high an opinion of 
Fimfelf, he will demand more refpeét 
than he really deferves ; as he thinks 
too meanly of others, he will thew 
them lefs refpett than they are entitled 
to. But as the modeft man knows 
hinfelf, and pays adue deference to 
other men, he will never fet up his 
own good qualities asthe object of his 
company’s admiration, nor think his 
fentiments aftandard for others ; when 
he is contradicied, he is willing wo dif- 
cover his miflake, and if he is mf- 
taken, to acknowledge it, Une temper 
of the former thews ielf in prefump- 
tion to his fuperiors, in haughtinefs to 
his equals, and’ in infolence to his in- 
feriors ; but the behaviour of the lat- 
ter 1s adorned with the oppotite qualt- 
ties of fubmitfion, refpect, and conde- 
kention, In fhort, wodefly recom- 
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mends us to all men, becanfe it pleafes 
all; and it cannot fail to pleafe al, 
fince in every inftance it compliments 
their judgment. Iris neceffary every 
where, and at all times ; nothing can 
excufe the want of it—W ithoat it even 
our good qualities become odious, and 
virtue is nothing but a name. 

Modefty is reckoned more indif- 
penfably neceffary in the fair part of 
our fpectes, and its oppofite qualities 
are in them much more con{picuons 
thaninus, Ina future paper I fhall 
take occafion to confider the reafon of 
this difference, and to infer from the 
principles I have laid down, fome ob- 
fervations which fhould have an influ- 
ence on their behaviour in life. L. 

Philadelphia, March 7, 1768. 
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ATTICUS. 


(Continued from page 318.) 
No. V. Various charaders. 
HERE are many miftakes in de- 
portment and condnct, among 
fuch of our acquaintance, as, ot. many 
accounts, we highly value, which 11 is 
not often eafy to mention to the per- 
fons moit immediately concerned 
therein ; and yet fuch as we with 
were more the fubjeéts of their confi- 
deration ; as I have aflumed the tatk 
of giving, now and then, a little gen- 
tle admonition, it may not be amifs, 
to attempt to thew fuch features, as I 
have hinted at, in a kind of perfpective 
to my readers ; perhaps, they may fee 
a likenefsof fomething in themfelves, 
which hath hitherto been overiooked, 
and which, to be amended, only re- 
quires a clofer attention ; but I guard 
again{t any applications tothe grief 
or injury of any other perfons, I dif- 
hke perfonal fatire, and utterly abhor 
detraction ; nor could any thing fooner 
make me throw away my pen, than to 
be made, or counted the vehicle of 
iwill or defamation, I endeavour 
to draw from human nature, athited, 
1 acknowledge, by obfervations on a 
variety of mixed companies, and thro’ 
a numerous acquaintance ; but without 
intending any one character to repre 
fent any particular perfon, either liv. 
Mig or dead : ond thefe remarks, ] 
beg my reader to carry with him, 
though my fuiure papers, as well as 
the prefent, 
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Emilius is a man of eflablifhed 


charatter, as to morals, and has many 
good ualities ; yet in his converfan- 
on and bufinefs, he aflumes an air of 
importance and felf-futhciency, that 
is a barrier againft any intimacies even 
with fuch, as, on fome occafions, he 
would be glad to place confidence im ; 
fo that though in his younger days, he 
made an acquaintance with a few per- 
fons who continue to fhew him fome 
regard, he knows nothing of the plea- 
fures and benefits which arife from 
real friendthip ; and, as his prefent 
habit of behaviour forbids almoft the 
approach of any new acquaintance, 
what will he do, if he outlives the 
prefent fet ? One would think the 
fupport which a man wants on fo ma- 
ny emergencies in the decline of lite, 
would be a fufhicient inducement to 
Emilius, to be more affable in his 
manners, and more fufceptible of truft 
in fome fellow beings of his own fex, 
or of forming a more tender connexi- 
on with fome worthy woman, where 
he might enjoy all the {weet inter- 
courfes of friendihip, without fufpi- 
cion of felfifhnefs or danger of decep- 
tion. . 

Tendrus is,fo much aliye to the 
kindeft fenfations, that he embraces 
every acquaintance with the opennefs 
and warmih that is only due to tried 
frendfhip ; hence he 1s often feen to 
take part with the unprincipled and 
worthlefs ; he gives credit to the falfe 
and defigning ; he 1s deceived fre- 
quently by the cunning impoflor, and 
when £ perceives it, has underiland- 
ing enough to determine to be more 
upon his guard ; yet again and again, by 
{pecious pretences, the milkinefs of 
hus nature is impofed upon, and with 
abilities and a difpolition which would 
endear Tendrus to the intimacy of the 
moft worthy, he becomes the dupe of 
the fharper, and the companion of the 
debauche¢ ! How thall Tendrus learn 
more prudence and refoluuon ? by 
examining into the charatters of thoie 
who intrude upon his good nature, 
and pufh themfelves imo connexons 
which are fo injuriousto him : then 
enquire of his judicious friends, how 
they manage to keep fuch vermin at a 
proper diflance ; and refolve, howe- 
ver unpalatable, to take their prefcrip- 
gions and advice, 

Fiow can the moft niggard!y difpoii- 
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tion be reconciled with the love of of. 
temtation ? Atk Cruo, who im hy 
converiation pretends to great terder. 
nets for ori in difireis ; wall talk 
in rapteres of the hie fpirned 
{chemes of our hofpital and the , 
ing-houfe, and prarfe, with feemi 
ardor, the goodnefs of any individual, 
who tends Iiberalathftance tothe poor, 
when he cafually hears of it: butif you 
look into the litts of public donations, 
you will not find Crito’s name there ; 
and if any opportunity offers of know- 
ing his private condutt, he will be 
found to be wholly intent upon in- 
creafing his heap, and very careful 
not to part with any thing, unlefs a 
trifle may fometimes efcape (when he is 
feen) to filence the voice of the cla. 
morous beggar. If Crito would re. 
nounce exther his covetoufneds, or his 
fondnefs for appearing to be what be 
is not, there might be room to hope 
for acure of his other diltempers : but 
while he retains both, what can be 
done to help hum ? 
Timon, with a capacity, which, 
roperly employed, would acquire the 
lows and veneration of a large family, 
andan extenfive circle of acquaintance, 
1s defpifed at home, and dreaded a 
broad, He feems to wonder fome- 
tumes why it is fo! Jt is becaufe be 
is eer ill-matured, or afletts fuch be- 
hav-our as makes him counted fo, 
Inflead of aflociating dignity wub 
eaie, at his table, and among his de- 
pendents, heis aillove, teal and un- 
torgiving ; when one miflake or fauk 
is committed, 1 reminds him of many 
former ones, which the culprit 1s to be 
reproached wih, Nor is this treat- 
ment confined only to the yiew of hs 
own family ; it often breaks out be 
fore flrangers, Can it be any caulk 
of wonder, that fuch a mans fre 
quen:ly complaining for want of good 
fervaits ? + hen Timon vilits any 
of his acquaintances, he is always de 
covering fomething amifs, exher « 
greater or leffer matters, for none el- 
cape him ;_ and thes not only furnithe 
hom with fomethng to talk abow 
while there, often very difagreeabe 
to thofe who are faulted, but 1 re 
peat when he goesto another houle 
this returns, by fome channel or other 
to the knowledge of the firil family 
who are further mrritated at berng ine 
fubjett of his remarks behind they 
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backs. And yet Timon wonders that 
he is not beloved by his neighbours ! 
But enough of this fubject : the ridi- 
culous and mifchrevous effects of ill- 
natute cannot be defcribed in one cha- 
racter. ATTICUS. 
Philadelphia, May a5, 1767. 
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Aferies of letters om education. Aj- 
cribed to the rev, john Wriher- 
Spoon, prefident of Princeton college, 

Continued from page 415. 
LETTER V. 


ET us now proceed to confider 

more fully what « to form 
children to prety by example, This 
is a fubjett of great extent, and, per- 
haps, of difficulty. The diificulty, 
however, does not confill exher m 
the abitrufenc{s of the arguments, or 
uncertainty of the facts upon which 
they are founded, but in the munute- 
nels or triflhig nature of the circum- 
flances, taken feparately, which makes 
them often exher wholly unnoticed of 
greatly undervalued, |i ma fubjett, 
which, if 1 millake not, is much 
more cahly conceived than explained. 
If you have nconftantly in your mind, 
that your whole vilible deportment 
will powerfully, though 1 ilenhbly, 
influence the op:nions and future con- 
duct of your children, « will giwea 
form or colour, if | may {peak fo, to 
every thing you fay ordo. There are 
pumberle{s and namnciefs inflances, in 
which this reflexwon will make you 
{peak, or refrain from fpeaking, add, 
or abilain from, tome circumilances 
of action, im what you are engaged 
im; nor will chis be accompanied with 
any reluctance im the one cale, or con- 
firaint in che other, 

But I myalt not coment myfelf with 
thu. My profelhon gives me many 
opportuniuses Of oblerving, that the 
mprelhon made by general truths, 
however jullly fated ur fuily proved, 
is feldom flrong or lahing. Let me 
therefore defcead wo practice, and il- 
hullrase whas I have faid by examples, 
Here again a difficulty occurs, If | 
give a particular sollance, will per- 
haps operate no farther than recom- 
mending a like condutt in circum- 
flances the fame, or perfetily fa lar. 
re example, 1 might: ay, om ipeak- 
ig lo che diladvaniage of ab.em per- 
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fons, I befeech you never fail to add 
the reafon why you take tuch liberty, 
and mndeed never take that. h>erty at 
all, but when &t can be pu titted ipow 
the principles of prudence, candor, 
and charity. A thing may be mghe 
in itfelf, but children thould be made 
to fee why wisnght. This one m- 
flance of exemplary caution, bur if [ 
were to add a dozen more to ut, they 
would only be detached precepts; 
whereas Lam anxious totake in the 
whole extent of edifying example. 
Inorder to chis, let me range or di- 
vide what I have to fay, ander diflindd 
heads. A parent who withes that his 
exampic fhould be a {peaking leflon te 
huchiidrea, theuld order u fo as to 
convince them, that he confiders re- 
lyon as neceflary, refpettable. am- 
able, protuable, and delightful. I 
am fentible that fome of thefe cha- 
raciers may feem fo nearly alled, as 
fearcely to ado of a diflinchon, 
Many parts of a virtuous condutt fall 
under morethan one of thele deno- 
Mi nacrorns, Some actions perhaps de. 
ferve all the eguhets here mentioned, 
without excepity’ s and without preju- 
dice one ofanother. But the difline- 
tions feem to me very uleful, for there 
1 certamtya clals of actrons which 
may be fatd to belong peculiarly, or at 
leat eomnmently, to each of thele diler- 
entheads. By ta\ing them feparately, 
therefore, t will ferve to pornt out 
more fully the extent of your duty, 
and to fuggell u when it would nos 
otherwile occur, as well asto let the 
obliganon to wi the fronger lieht, 

1. You fhould, im your general de- 
portment, make your children per- 
cewe thrat yor bereok, pen reli run =6a6 
abfolutely neceflary. I place the 
hril, becaufe « appears to me frill bork 
in punt of order and force, | am 
far from, beng agacill taki ng all 
pairs to thew that eet giant 1% rational 
and honourable io afelt, and vice the 
contrary ; but I defprfe the foolth re- 
fheement of thele, whe, thre nigh feag 
of making children mercenary, are 
for being very fpareng of che mention 
of heaven or iv ii. be Pe h conduct “ 
apt t make them conceive, that a 
negle?? of thew dary «= only falling 
fhort ofa degr ~¢ of hows: and sdvan- 
tage, whch, forthe gratiheation of 
thor pslfons, they are very will ag to 
Peioy ' th. Ma ; peices are una 
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more ready to tell their children fuch 
or fuch a thing is mean, and not like 
axentleman, than to warn them that 
they will thereby imcur the difplea- 
fure of their Maker. But when the 
practices are really anddeeply criminal, 
as 1) fwearing and lying, it ts quite mm- 
proper to reft the matter there. I 
adunt that they are both mean, and 
that juitice ought to be done to them 
m this refpecs, but I contend that it 
fhould only be a fecondary confidera- 
tion. 

Let not human reafonings be put in 
the balance with divine wildom. ‘The 
care of our fouls 1s reprefenred in 
feriprure as the one thing needful, 
He makes a miferable bargain, who 
gams the whole world, and lotes h:s 
own foul. It is net the native beauty 
of virtue, or the outward credit of it, 
or the inward fatisfaction arifing from 
ut, or even all thefe combined twge- 
ther, that will be fufhcient to change 
our natures and govern our conduct ; 
but a deep convietion, that unleis we 
are reconciled to God, we fhall, with- 
eu doubt, perth everlaftingly. 

You will fay, tl. is very true, and 
very fit for a pulpu, but what is that 


clats of actions that fhould imprefs it 
habitually on the minds of children ? 
Perhaps you will even fay, what one 
action willany good man be guilty of— 


much more habitual condutt—that 
can tend. to weaken their belief of it ? 
This is the very point which I mean 
to explain, It is certainly pothble 
that aman may at fiated times give 
out that he looks upon religion to be 
abfulutely neceflary, and yet h's con- 
dict, in many particulars, may have no 
tendency to imprefs this on the minds 
ot his children. If he fuffers parti- 
cular religious duties to be eafily dif- 
ptaced, to be fhortened, poftponed, or 
omitted, upon the molt trifling ac- 
counts, dcpendupon it, this will wake 
religion irfgeneral feem lefs neceflary, 
to thofe who obferve i. If an un- 

teafant day will keepa man from pub- 
fic wotlhip, when perhaps a hurricane 
will not keep him from an election 
meeting—if he chooles to take phy- 
fic, or give it to his children, on the 
Lord’s day, when it could be done 
with equal eafe on the day before or 
aficr—if he will more readily allow 
his fervants to pay a vilit to their 
fr.enm@s on that day than any other, 
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though he has reafon to believe that 
they wall fpend it in jonkeung and 
idlenefs—tt will not be cafy to avoid 
fuipecting that worldly advantage iy 
what determines his choice. 

‘Lake an example or two more upon 

this head. Su poling a man ufually 
to. worlhip God inhis family ; if he 
fometimes omit u—if he allow every 
little bulinefs to interfere with nf 
company will make him difpenfe with 
it, or fhifiit from its proper feafon— 
believe me, the idea of religion being 
every man’s firil and great concern 

is in a good meafure weakened, if not 
wholly loft. It is a very nice thing 
in rel:gton to know the real connexi. 
on between, and the proper mixture 
of, {part and form, The form, with- 
out the {prrit, 1s good for nothing ; but, 
on the other hand, the fpirit, without 
the form, never yet exilled. I am of 
opinion, that punctual and even feru- 
pulous regularity mail thofe duties that 
occur periodically, is the way to make 
them cafy and pleafant to thofe who 
attend rhein, They alfo become, like 
all other habits, im fome degree necel- 
fary ; fo that thofe who have been 
long accuftomed to them, fect an un- 
eafinefs m familtes where they are ge- 
nerally or frequently negletted, | can- 
not help alfo mentioning to you, the 
great danger of paying and receiving 
vifits on the Lord’s day, unlefs when 
it is abfolutely neceflary, At is a mat- 
ter not merely difficult, but wholly 
impracticable, in fuch cafes, to guard 
effectually againft improper fubjecis of 
converiation, Nor 1s this all, for let 
the converfation be what it will, | 
contend that the duties of the family 
and the clofet are fully fufficient to 
employ the whole time ; which mutt 
therefore be wafted or mifapplied by 
the intercourfe of flrangers. 

I only further obferve, that I know 
no circumflance from which your 0- 
pinion of the necefhty of religion will 
appear with greater clearnefs, or car- 
ry in it greater force, than your be- 
haviour towards and treatment of your 
children in time of dangerous ticke 
nefs, Certainly there ts no time in 
their whole lives, when the necellity 
appears more urgent, or the opportu- 
nity more favourable, for imprefling 
their minds with a fenfe of the things 
that belong to their peace. What 
fhall we lay, then, of thofe parents, 
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who, through fear of alarming their 
m nds, and augmenting taeir diforder, 
‘will pot futfer any mention tobe made 
to them of the approach of death, or 
the importance of eternity ? Twill 
relate to you an example of this. A 
young gentleman of eltace im my 
parilh, was taken ill of adangerous te- 
ver in a frrend’s houfe at a difiance. 
I went to fee him in his ilnets, and 
his mother, a widow lady, treated 
me not to fay any thing alarming to 
him, and not to pray with him, but to 
go to prayer inanother room, where- 
in, fhe wifely obferved, it would have 
the fame effect. ‘The young man him- 
felf foon found that I did not att as he 
had expected, and was fo impatient 
that it became ueceflary to give him 
the true reafon, On this he infifled, 
in the moft pofitive manner, that all 
relriction fhould be taken off, which 
was done. What was the confe- 
quence ? He was exceedingly pleafed 
aud compofed ; and if this circum- 
{tance did not haften, it certainly nei- 
ther hindered nor retarded his reco- 
very. 

Be pleafed to remark. that the young 
gentleman here fpoken of, neither was, 
at that tume, nor is yet, fo far as 1 am 
able to judge, truly religious; and 
therefore I have formed a hxed opini- 
on, that in this, as in inany other in- 
ftances, the wifdom of man difappoints 
ifelf, Pious advice and confolation, 
if but tolerably admunillered, in fick- 
nefs, are not only ufeful to the foul, but 
ferve particularly to calm an agutat- 
ed mind, to bring the animal {pirat to 
an ealy flow, and the whole frame in- 
to fuch a flate as will befl favour the 
operation of medicine, or the eiforts of 
the conftitution, to throw off or con- 
quer the difeafe. 

Sulfer me to wander a liule from 
my fubjett, by obferving to you, that 
as [do not think the great are to be 
much envied for any thing, fothey ate 
truly and heartily to be puied for the 
deception that 1s ufually put upon 
them by flattery and falfe tendernefs. 
Many of them are brought up with fo 
muchdelicacy, that they are never fuf- 
fered to fee any miferable cr afflicting 
object, nor, fo far as it can be hinder- 
ed, to hear any aflecting tory of dif- 
trefs. If they themfelves are fick, 
how many abfurd and palpable lies are 
told chem by their Friends ? and as for 
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phyficians, I may fafely fay, few of 
them are much conicience-bound in 
this matter. Now, let the fuccefs of 
thefe meafures be what ir will, the on- 
ly fruit tobe reaped from them ts to 
make a poor dying finner miflake his 
or her condigon, and vainly dream of 
earthly happinefs, while haflening to 
the pit of perdition. isu, as 1 faid 
before, men are offen taken in their 
own craftinefs. It oftentimes hep- 
pens that fuch perfons, by an ignoraut 
jervant, or officious neighvour.or fome 
unlucky accident, make a fudden dif- 
covery of their true fitmation, and the 
fhock frequently proves fatal. Oh! 
how much more defirable 1s ii—how 
much more like the reafon of men, as 
Wellas the faith of chritlians—to con- 
fider and prepare for what muti jnewr- 
tabiy come to pafs? I cannot ealily 
conceive any thing more iruly noble, 
than for a perfonin health and vigour, 
in honour and opulence, by volun- 
tary reflection to fympathize wi:hoikcrs 
in diflreis.; am? by a well-founded con- 
fidence in divine mercy, to obtain the 
victory over the fear of death. 

e. Vou ought to live foas to make 
religion appear refpectable. Religion 
isa venerable thing in itfelf, and 
fpreads an air of dignity over a per- 
fon’s whole deportment. I have feeu 
a common tradefman, merely becaule 
he wasa man of true piety and undent- 
able worth, treated by his children, 
apprentices, and fervants, with 2 much 
greater degree of deference and fub- 
m ihon, than is commonly given tomen 
of fuperior flanon, withou: that cha- 
ratier. Many of the fame meannef- 
fes are avoided, by a gentleman from 
a principle of honour, and by a good 
man from a principle of confcience, 
The firft keeps out of the company of 
common people, becaufe they are be- 
low hun ; the lalt ts cautious of mixing 
with them, becaufe of tha: levity and 
profanity that is tobe expegéied from 
them. If, then, religion is really ve- 
nerable when fincere, arefpectable con- 
duct ought to be mainiained, asa proof 
of your own integrity, as well as to re- 
commend tt to your children. ‘lo 
thisadd, if you pleafe, chat as reve- 
rence isthe peculiar duty of children to 
their parents, any thing that tends to 
leffen it, is more deeply fela by thew 
than by others who obferve it, Whew 
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of his child, meanly wrangling with his 
fervant, telling extravagant flories, or 
otherwife expofing his. vanity, credu- 
lity, or folly, Uhave felt juf the fame 
proportion of fympathy and tender- 
nefs for the one, that I did of con- 
tempt Or indignation at the other. 
What has been faid, will, in part, 
explain the errors which a parent 
ought to fhun, and what circumftances 
he ought to attend to, that religion 
may appear refpectable. All meannef- 
fes, whether of fenument, converfati- 
on, drefs, manners, or employment 
are carefully to be avoided. You will 
apply this properly to yourfelf, I 
may, however, jufl mention, that 
there is a confiderable ditference in all 
thefe particulars, according to men’s 
different flations, The fame actions 
are mean in one flation, that are not 
fo in another, The thing irfelf, how- 
ever, flill remains ; as there 1s an or- 
der and cleanlinefs at the table of 
tradefmen, that is ditferent from the 
elegance of a gentleman’s, or the fump- 
tuoufnefs of a prince’s or nobleman’s. 
Butto make the matter {till plainer by 
particular examples. I look upon 
talkativenefs nee enn to be among 
the greateft enemies to dignity. It is 
necdlefs to fay how much yanity is 
contrary to true religion ; ard as to 
the other, which may feem rather an 
infirmity than a fin, we are expreis- 
ly: cautioned againit it, and com- 
manded to be {wift to hear, and flow 
to fpeak. Sudden anger, too, and 
loud clamorous fcolding, are at once 
contrary to piety and dignity. Parents 
fhould, therefore, acquire, as much as 
poflible, acompofure of fpirit, and 
meeknefs of language ; nor are there 
many circumftances that will more re- 
commend religion to children, when 
they fee that x om felf command is the 
effet of principle and a fenfe of duty. 
ere is a weaknefs I have obferv- 
in many parents, to fhew a partial 
fondnefs for fome of their children, 
to the negleét, and, in many cafes, ap- 
proaching to a jealoufy or hatred of 
others. Sometimes we fee a mother 
difcover an exceflive partiality to a 
handfome daughter, in comparifon of 
thofe that are more homely in their 
figure. This is a barbarity, which 
would be trily incredible, did not 
experience prove that it really exifts. 


One would think they fhould rather 
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be excited by natural affefion, ty 
give all poflible encouragement to 
thofe who labour under a d:fadvan. 
tage, and bellow every attainable ac. 
complifhment to balance the defetis of 
outward form, At other times, we {ee 
yr ony which cannot be account. 
ed for at al!, where the moft ugl 


‘sacha froward child of the‘ whole 


rents, 


amily, is the favourite of both 
Reaton ought to counteraét thefe er. 
rors; but piety ought to extirpate 
them einiteh - Ido not flay to men. 
tion the bad effeAs that flow from 
them, my purpofe being only to thew 
the excellence of that charagter which 
is exempted from them, 

The real dignity of religion will al. 
fo appear in the conduét of a good 
man towards his fervants, It will 
point out the true and proper diftinc. 
tion between condefcenfion and mean- 
nefs. Humility is the very {pirit of 
the gofpel. Therefore, hear your fer. 
vamts with patience, examine their 
conduét with candor, treat them with 
all the humanity and gentlenefs that is 
confiftent with unremitted authority ; 
when they are fick, vilit them in per- 
fon, provide remedies for them, he. 
pathize with them, and thew them 
that you do fo ; take care of their in- 
terefls ; afhit them with your counfel 
and influence to obtain what is ther 
right. But, on the other hand, never 
make yourtelf their proper compani- 
on; do not feem to tafle their focie- 
ty; do not hear their jokes, or ak 
their news, or tell them yours, Be- 
lieve me, this will never make you 
either beloved or efteemed by your 
fervants themfelves ; and it will great- 
ly derogate from the dignity of true 
religion in the eyes of your children, 
Suffer me, alfo, to caution you againtt 
that moft unjuft and ‘Maberdl practice, 
of exercifing your wit in humorous 
ftrokes upon your fervants, before 
company, or while they wait at table, 
I do not know any thing fo evidently 
mean, that is, at the fame time, fo 
common. It is, I think, juft fuch a 
cowardly thing as to beat a man who 
is bound ; becaufe the fervant, how- 
ever happy a repartee might occur to 
him, is not at liberty to anfwer, but at 
the rifk of having his bones broken. 
In this, as in many other particulars, 
reafon, refinement, and liberal man- 
ners, teach exaétly the fame thing 
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ith religion ; and I am happy in be- 
ng able to add, that religion is gene- 
rally the molt powerful,as well as molt 
uniform principle of decent condutt. 

| fhall have done with this Spar 
lar, when I have obferved, that 
thofe who are engaged in public, or 
what I may call political life, have 
an excellent opportunity of mak- 
ing religion appear truly refpectable. 
What 1 mean is, by thewing them- 
{elves firm and incorruptible, in fup- 

rting thofe meafures that appear bef 
calculated for promoting the interett 
of religion, adhe ee of mankind. 
In all thefe cafes, I admire that man 
who has principles, whofe principles 
are known, and whom every body def- 
pairs of being able to feduce, or bring 
over to the oppofite interelt. I do 
not commend furious and intemperate 
teal, Steadinefs is a much better 
and quite a different thing. I woul 
contend with any man who fhould 
fpeak moft calmly, but I would a‘fo 
contend with him who fhould act moft 
hrmly. As for your placebo’s, your 
prudent, courtly, compliant gentle- 
men, whofe vote in aflembly will tell 
jou where they dined the day before, 
T hold them very cheap indeed, as 
you very well know. 1 do not enter 
farther into this argument, but con- 
clude at this time, by obferving, that 
public meafures are always embraced 
under precence of principle ; and 
therefore, an uniform uncorrupted 
public character is one of the beft 
evidences of real principle. The free- 
thinking gentry tellus, upon this fub- 
ject, that ** every man has his price.” 
It lies out of my way to attempt re- 
futing them at prefent, but it is to be 
hoped there are many whofe price is 
far above their reach. If fome of my 
near relations, who took fo much 
pains toattach me tothe intereft of e- 
vangelical truth, had been governed 
by court influence in their political 
conduct, it had not been in my power 
to have efleemed their charatters, or 
perhaps to have adhered to their in- 
ftructions, But as things now fland, 
1 have done both from the beginning, 
and [ hope God will enable me by his 
grace, to continue to do fo to the end 
of life. I leave the other particulars 
tothe next leer, and am, 

Sir, 

Yours, Be. 


Vat. lV. No. V. 


Thoughts on the prefent fituation of 
the united flates: by Tench Coxe, 


€ quire. c 
H E late revolution has render. 


_ ed the American fiates an ob- 
ject of univerfal obfervation, The 
nature of the caufes, which produced 
it, occafions the fate of this country 
to be deeply interelling to every 
friend of mankind, To form opini- 
ous from feveral unplealing circum- 
ftances which have occurred fince the 
return of peace, would lead the world 
to conclufions lefs favourable than 
the true ftate of our affairs would juf- 
ufy. To promote the confidence of 
the American in the condition of his 
country, and to infpire with a weil 
grounded expectation from her fu- 
ture fortunes, thole foreigners, who 
have extended to us an eye of eiteem 
and regard, is a duty the molt pleaf- 
ing and important. 

, order to afcertain truly our pre- 
fent fituation, it will be neceffary to 
examine, without referve, the occa- 
fions of difhonour and diftrefs which 
have occurred in the united ftates. 

The aflumption of a new form of 
government in any country, is necef[a- 
r:ly preceded by the fupprethon of the 
old one—In this crifis, the human 
pathons naturally rife, and require 
more than an ordinary power to keep 
them within due bounds, The go- 
vernment, which the nation aflumes, 
is of courfe lefs energetic, at fuch a 
moment than others oiche fame form, 
which have been exercifed for a feries 
of years; and the particular form, 
which the united flates adopted, is of 
lefs energy in its own nature, than 
that which they had fupprefled. Un- 
der thefe circumftances, it is not a 
matter of wonder that government 
fhould have been weak in America for 
feveral years after the peace: but 
when we remember, that a war of 
confiderable duration, accompanied 
with invafion, rendered it neceflary 
to difpenfe occafionally with every 
fpecies of civil authority, that was 
not requifite to the prefervation of 
liberty, we fhall {ee that a general re- 
laxation in our adminitration was ine- 
vitable. Hence the infurrection of 
Shays, and all the temporary diforders 
in the united ftates.—Hence, among: 
other caufes, that conviction of the 
indifpenfible necefity of an efhcient 
b 
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federal head, . which has pervaded 
every mind—Hence the prefent hap- 
py profpett of a firm ad fleady go- 
vernment under our new conftitution, 

The fituation of America, in the 
time of the war, rendered the collec- 
tion of taxes abfolutely impracticable, 
and the attempt unwife and danger- 
ous. A paper medium was introduc- 
edin lieu of all the ordinary ways 
and means of eflablifhed nations. 
Political necethty impelled the ttates 
to enforce its reception, To give 
complete circulation to that medium, 
or to relinquifh the conteft, were the 
alternatives. A meafure thus diétat- 
ed by necellity, had become too fa- 
miliar to the flate legiflatures and the 
people, What had really proved the 
means of falvation in the war, was re- 
curred to, from confiderations of pub- 
bic convenience and private intereft, 
after the peace. Habituated ‘to the 
ufe of paper money and legal tenders, 
feveral of the ftates, without refleét- 
ing on the confequences, iffued large 
emiflions, It is needlefs—it would 


be extremely painful—to recount the 
evils they ata tag A gene- 


ral conviction of the danger and dif- 
honour, to which this prattice fub- 
jected us, concurred wk other cir- 
cumftances in producing the late fe- 
deral convention, who, by the pro- 
vifions of the conflitution they devif- 
ed, have prevented all future trials of 
this pernicious and unjuft meafure. 
The imprudence of the European 
and of the American merchants, the 
firft in giving, and the laft in taking 
extenfive credits, and the immenfe 
{peculations of uninformed adventurers 
in our trade, have contributed greatly 
to the diforders of ourcountry. ‘The 
farmer and the citizen, in want of ma- 
ny conveniences during the war, 
were tempted by credits, as unbound- 
ed as ghe importations, to purchafe 
articles bevond their wants, and, in 
too many inflances, not fuited totheir 
circumflances. Hence arofe the cry 
for paper money (now for ever inter- 
dicted) —Hence inflalment laws, and 
other invafions of the rights of pro- 
perty—Hence that jutt, honourable 
and falutary claufe of the new conili- 
tauion, rendering abfolutely null and 
void every future law that would im- 
pair the obligations of contratts, 
When peace was reftored to the 
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united ftates, an ardent eommercial 
{pirit appeared throughout the uniog 
—and pervaded all the walks of lif 
Every man was tempted to throw by 
money into foreign commerce, Tr 
defire of gain, and fear of tender law 
confpired to produce this condug 
Trade was overdone and often} 
ly conducted. Morever, the effec 
of the revolution upon our comp 
were not then difcovered, and ; 
moft judicious merchants made unp 
fitable voyages, by refuming branche 
of bufinefs, which had railed the for 
tunes of themfelves and their fathe 
in former times, ‘Thefe miflakes ard 
now atan end, and with theimthe ip 
juries they produced, 

Befides the circumflances already 
mentioned, fome others, of a tempo- 
rary nature alfo, contributed to difor- 
der and dittrefs us ; but experience, 
exertion, and the acquifition of an 
energetic federal government (the want 
of which was deeply injurious) haveat 
length relieved us, 

After thus unrefervedly pointing 
out the principal caufes of our pal 
diforders, it will be fatisfactory to our 
friends at home and abroad, to fee the 
fuperiority of our prefent condition 
over our colonial fituation, and 
view the ground on which they my 
hereafter rely for happinefs and pri- 
perity in the united flates, 

Before the revolution, large reve 
nues were collected in this counin, 
and tranfported in folid coin to Ey 
rope. ‘This is no longer the cafe—A- 
merica, on the contrary, is relieved 
exceedingly in regard to the expences 
of government, byfupply:ng all thean- 
cles required, from her agriculture, her 
commerce, or her manufactures, lhe 
principal executive, and frequently 
the judicial officers of our goven- 
ment, were formerly fent from Bn- 
tain, and when they returned thither, 
carried with them the property. they 
had acquired here. ‘This alfo is now 
atan end, 

The monopoly of our trade depri- 
ed us of immenfe fums, which a 
now gained by the merchant or fave 
by the confumer in America, Ti 
India company fold their teas to or 
factors in Lurope for more fterling tha 
we now pay in currency for thes 
here—fo of china, cotton goods, &i 
Thefe fupplies are now brought to us 
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y all foreign nations, and, what is 
ill better, by our own fhips—The 
ame obfervations may be made upon 
bil foreign produce and manufactures, 
onfumed in the united flates. But 
the monopoly of our trade did not end 
ere ; Our exports were materially af- 
fetted, The revolution has given us 
the demand of France for tobacco 

and of her colonies for our lumber and 
fome other articles—the fale of gin- 
feng, &c. im India, that of rice, in- 
digo, and tobacco in all the north of 
Europe, and fo of other things, the 
real benefits of which are proved by 
the prices of all our produce for fe- 
veral years fince the peace. 

When we remember the moderate 
capitals which were employed in com- 
merce before the revolution, and 
compute the great fums that will 
necelary in the trade to China, In- 
dia, Ruflia, Holland, France, Por- 
tugal, Spain, and places not former- 
ly open to our fhips, or many of 
whofe goods we could not then im- 
port, we fhall find an ample field for 
commerce. The difficulties in our 
trade have been exceedingly increafled 
by the total want of national regulati- 
ons, and by the dormant property, in 
goods and debts, which has diflreffed 
our merchants, Every day ts bring- 
ing a remedy for thefe evils. 

It is well known that before the 
revolution every obftruttion was 
thrown in the way of American ma- 
nufattures, by the government of Eng- 
land. Seeing that we had a country 
abounding with fine lands, they had 
only a jealoufy about thofe manufac- 
tures that required not many hands ; 
and when the enterprize of America 
would have introduced water mills, to 
fave manual labour, they did not re- 
frain from a parliamentary prohibition, 
Freed from thefe reftraints, the u- 
nited fates are now bent upon every 
fpecies of manufatture in which manual 
labouris cheap, or can be, in agreat de- 
gree, difpenfed with, Fire, water, horf- 
esand machines are the means by which 
we may catryon the molt profitable 
manufaétories known at this time in 
the world, Breweries, flill-houfes, 
pot ath and falt works, powder and 

aper mills, fugar houfes, rolling and 
Diitete mills, oil-mills, and that great 
objett, the cotton manufacture, are a- 
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mong the number. The importance 
of fome of thefe is not at all known 
among ourfelves. I prefume the%e 
are few even in Pennfylvania, who 
have been informed that one thoufand 
tons of plate iron and nail rods are 
annually made in the neighbourhood 
of Philadelphia. ‘he total expulfi- 
on of foreign beer, and converting the 
manufacture into an article of ex por- 
tation, 1s a great tranfition, Manu. 
fatiures, in many inftances, have fur- 
pafled the point of faving, and are be- 
coming afliftant tocommerce. ‘Three 
or four callico printers, with very mo 
derate capitals, might exceedingly pro- 
mote the profitsof the Ealt India mer- 
chant, and, by the cheap and fimple 
operation of printing the white calli- 


_ coes of Indiaand China, might rapid- 


ly decreafe and finally {upprefs the 
importation from Europe. The ma- 
nufacture of cotton goods might alfo 
afhift the Eaft India trader, by work- 
ing up imported cotton warp, which 
is made upon much lower terms 
in China and India than in England. 
Before we conclude the article of 
manufattures, it will be neceflary to 
take more particular notice of one 
ALL-IMPORTANT FACT upon that 
fubjett. Previous to the revolution, 
though we attempted many things in 
which manual labour was faved, yet 
there was no expectation that an inge- 
nious complication of mech2niim 
would ever be effetted by which all 
the benefits of thoufands and tens of 
usoufands of hands could be given to 
this country, This difcovery, capital 
as it is, could prove but a temporary 
fource of feparate profit to any Euro- 
pean nation, asthe felf-interefl and 
vigilance of their neighbours would 
fooner or later obtain the fecret from 
them, Accordingly we find the Fle- 
mings and the French have already 
eflablifhed feveral works upon the 
Englifh plan, But the united flates are 
fo peculiarly cireumflanced as to obtain 
the utmoft benefits of ahefe new and 
capital inventions, Her manufacturers, 
by machines, plaeed at the diftance of 
three thoufand. miles from all rivals, 
and enjoying a very great demand for 
low priced goods, will be long, very 
long protected in the profits of thofe 
machines by chargés of 20 to go per 
cent, that will arife on the importatr- 
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on of foreign articles; and while our 
vacani latids call for millions of peo- 
to draw forrh their fruits, thefe 
inva‘uable machines, employed in one 
inflance on a new article of produce 
[cotron} which they have imtroduced, 
will furnifh molt of the manfac- 
tures that wil! be neceffary to clothe 
and {pply them. 
Whoever 1s really and minutely 
informed in the atlairs of the united 
flares, and conliders with due care 
and candor the preceding hints, will 
not heficate to admit that the monied 
capitals, which we conkl command at 
any period fince the ferlement of the 
country, are unequal io the advanta- 
geous plans of internal and forergn 
cowmerce that the obfervations of the 
few laft years have prefented to us. 
The nature and channels of trade 
were fo materially altered by the re- 
volution, that thofe, who found their 
accultomed braches had been cut off, 
or had become unprofitable, haflily 
concluded that we had loft our com- 
merce entirely. But the opinion has 
been fourd on refl@xion and experi- 
ence extremely erroneous, ' The col- 
leAion of their outllanding nfpnies is 
ai that is now neceflary to our own 
ciuzens, which the late reform in our 
governments has fully tceured to them 
-—and there is an ample heid for well 
informed and judicious foreigners to 
envave tv advantage with frefh capitals, 
clpecially inmanurae..izcs, 
As the towns and cities of the unit- 
ed {lates promife happinefs aud pro- 
fi to the merchant, and porvivisharly to 
the manufacturer who fhall come from 
abroad, fo an unbounded feene of 
certain advantage, and of fubfantial 
comfort, is offered by the country to 
farmers and perfons defirous of creat- 
mg landed eftates. In the populous 
and ancient countries, excellent lands 
are to-be procured on eafy payments, 
and 6g férms far inferiorto the moft or- 
dinary farms in any part of Europe ; 
and in thoie cowntries which are more 
thinly imbabited, a year’s rent of an 
inconliderable European farm, will 
purchate a valuable tract of unimprov- 
ed lands ; for example, im the ftates 
of Pennfylvania. and New-York, 
within a day's carting of navigable 
water leading to their refpeétive capi- 
tals, lands are to be bought (ofan ex- 
cellent quality) for the unfling prices 
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of four, five and fix thillings Merk 
peracre. * 

*Tis im vain that the rivals Of ene, 
mics of {uch a country attempt toms 
lead or deceive the monied men, & 
manufacturers and farmers of Furog 
Every man among them maf 
that there is not upon earth anor 
fcene, which affords upon the 
terms equal means of tubfiftence 
comfort and of wealh—A thort ref 
dence gives the emigrant from ap 
country, of every language and ey. 
ry reingion, the rights and privileges 
ofacitizen, Whatever may be hy 
faith or mode of worlhip, the low 
place him beyond the reach of all ». 
terference with what his feelings, hy 
jidgmentand his contcience ditiatey 
Linn as mght. No man can exer 
over him any civil authority but by 
his own free and uncontrouled vow, 
When a knowledge of bis characte 
and his eftablifhment in the counry 
{hall have given to the people a fuk. 
cient evidence of his intereft in anda 
tachmem in the community, he may 
be called to thofe offices, which ke 
will have before contributed to conker 
upon others, 

Such have been the caufes of tem 
porary Uiforder in the unued flav 
fuck the ground upon which, free 
want of information or from defign, 
too flrong reproach has been heaped 
upon our country—fuci are the prof- 
petits of our farmers, our manufacue- 
ers, and our merchaits—and fuch the 
firong inducements to the people af 
the Enropcan nations, of every de 





fcription, to make America ther 
home, Philadelphia, O&, 17%. 
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To the board of marag rs of the Pew 
Sylvania Jociety for promoting me 
nufatiures and ufeful arts : 
The reportof the commuiee for m- 
nufactures, 
HIS commiuee, confidering that 
the bufinefs, mm which they are 
engaged, had atiracied the public no- 
tice, and that it would be expeced 
fome account fhould be givew of the 
progreis and prefen: flave of the wh - 
tuuon, in Augull lull Legan an enqu- 
ry into the fae of their tunds, chew 
flock of goods, machines, and usenkh; 
by which they are enabled so lay be- 
fore you the fullowing facement, and 
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they flatter themfelves it affords a 
plealing pr fpect of future fuccels. 
It is now about twelve moarhs fince 
ths fociety was formed, and fubferp- 
tions were entered iuto, fume of which, 
from various canfes, have not yet been 
paid. They therefore flate the ae 
poount of the fubfcriptions rece. ed to 
the oad Angult, and thewrhe manner 
in which the money hath been applied. 
Amount of cath recew- 

ed of commburors, 

when exclianged for 

{pec it, ‘ a 19%7 
From this, dedu‘t for 

machines, menfils and 

fitting up the houle for 

the manufactory, 


10 6 


453 to 
Which leaves a circu- 

laing capual of £. 874 © 4 

With aview 10 meet one idea ot 
the fubleribers, the employment of 
the poor, and to promote the other 
objects of the m&auvon, the commu- 
tee porchaied a quantity of flax, and 
employed between two and three hun- 
dred women in ipinoing lnen-yarn 
during the winter and (pring, and alfo 
engaged workmen to make a carding 
engine, and four jennies of forty, 
forty-four, faxty, and eighty {pindles, 
for {fp nmng of cotton; and as foon 
as the feafon would permu the houfe 
to be fered up, they were fet to work. 
Iris unnecellary wobferve on the 
duliculues which occur im fo arduous 
an undertakeng, as attempting to efta- 
bidh maaulacsures in a country not 
much acquainted with them, fuch as 
bading artilis and making machines, 
without mealeis, (or buts npertect 
ones.) The commutce have farther 
hed varrous ihroewn in 
ther way by forcign a gente, of which 
vou ha e already monn d. 

rom thete cautes, a h ippen 4 tat it 
wasihe seth of April betore the neti 
loon wasdes te work : the mumber bas 
heen tence epercated to tw and 
in (hem Mav wron@ wu the fui. 
Lyw ste goods w Aaguit ¢ >. 

Of jeans #959 1-@ yards, 
Carduroy « 1o7 1-3 
Federal rb 7 
Reaver fuitian a? 
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Refides in the looms two hundred 


yard« of jeans, cordnrévs, cottom, 
and linen, out of whch mamutactur- 
ed goods, they had fold, at that me, 
of jeans, dyed coon and hinen yarn, 
fine and tow linen, &c. tothe amourt 
of four handred and forty e ght pounds, 
five thillngs and eleven-pence half- 
penny, belides which, in order to thew 
ihe fate of the factory to the egd of 
Ang, ina clearer hght, they fubjorn 
the followiny @arement of the flock 
accoum, 
STOC K. 

Dr. To cafh f. 1327 

To debts due fun- 

dry perfons 
To proit 





Cr. Byutenfilk, &e.£.453 10 8 
Goods on hand and 
at the bleachers’ 
and printers’ 
Materraisand linen 
yarn on hand 


Outilanding debts 


792 14 11 


550 @ 6 
98 16 9 





£.1793 4 4 

In addition to the emunerated ar 
cles manufacinred wo the egd of Av- 
guil, we annex the following to No 
vember afl, 

Jeans 

C ordurovs 

Flowered cotton 

Cottons 

Fiax linens 

Tow dittu 


isd eye 


4016 yards 

And about two hundred and forty 
y ards of drtfere nt kinds of goods now 
im the lowmes, the whole amounting to 
eeven thoufand three hundred and 
lety-fewen wards ; and there has allo 
boen manuta tured by the tw fing mill, 
about one hundred and enghty-hve 
pounds of plan, coloured, and knitting 
thread; hice the brit of Augufl alfo, a 
hundred and ninety yards couons have 
been pronted ; and st may be obferved, 
that the wantet proper bleachyards, 
and the d: fheulty of procuring perions 
well fuelled im bleaching, concrebued 
tO prevemt the quantity oeivg printed 
which was imtcudcd, 
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The committee have now laid be- 
fore you a itatement of their proceed- 
ings, and might adduce many argu- 
racnts to prove the propriety, and, in- 
deed, the necelhty of giving every en- 
couragement to eflabhith this valuable 
branch of internal trade ; but they ap- 
prehend that the motives, which gave 
birth to the affociation, have not loft 
their cacegy, either fromthe refult of 
taefe expernnems, or the profpect of 
fiaure fuccets : and they do aot hef- 
rate to add, that every view of the fub- 
yett fully proves the peculiar impor- 
tance of the cotton manufacture to this 
country, and the pollibility (with pro- 
per exertions} of giving ita permanen- 
cy, which, they doubt not, will prove a 
fource bothof private and public wealth. 
Amprefled with thofe fentiments, and 
fechng fenfibly our late dependence 
on foreign nations for many of the 
moll ufeful articles in hfe, it is certain, 
that unlets there are great exertions of 
virtueand induftry, we muft ftillremain 
in the fame difadvantageous fituation ; 
whilft, ou the other hand, if we purfue 
the plan of eflablifhing manufattures 
wnongit ourfelves, we thereby open 
an extenfive field of employment for 
perions of almoft every defcription. 
SAMUEL WETHERILL, jun. 

chairman, pro tem. 
Report of a committee of the board of 
managers on the above, 

The committee of the board of ma- 
nagers of the Pennfylvania fociety of 
arts and manufactures, to whom was 
referred the above report of the manu- 
facturing committee, concerning their 
tranfactions, and the prefent flate of the 
factory, having conferred with thofe 
gemiemen, ont fully inveftigated and 
confidered the fubjeét, deem it their 
duty to offer the following fatis, and 
remarks thereon, with a view to public 
information. 

In the latter part of the year 1787, 
the fotiety had abrained fubfcriptions 
to an amount iutherent to enable them 
toopen a factory. The general wilh 
of the manufacturing committee, at 
that trme, was to obtain fome of thole 
machines, which, by a fubflitution for 
manual labour, enable the moll agri- 
cultural countries to manufacture to 
very great advantage ; but as nothing 
ot that kind could be then obtained, 
and as the approaching winter made 
the employment of the poor a 
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great objett ; and further, as the latter 
med by many, one of the prins 


i 
Res 


was 


cipal ends to be obtained by 


or 
Plt: a woinen, 


pence to ten-pence half-penny per 
pound, and for fome fmall parcels even 
eleven-pence was paid. Out of this 
thread twothoufand nine hundred and 
forty yards of linen were made, with- 
out much expectation of profit, anda 
fulhcient quantity remained, to inake 
the chain of near fixteen thoufand yards 
of plain cottons, fultians, jeans, and 
corduroys ; of which, however, but 
little more than half that quantity isyet 
manufattured, From the zeal andac- 
tivity of the members of the fociery, 
meafures were at length fallen on, to 
obtain two complete machines, one 
for carding raw cotton, and the oiher 
known by the name ofa jenny, for {pin- 
ning cotton yarn, Animated bythis ac- 
quifition, the manufacturing commitice 
were enabled (on the 1eth of April, 
1788) to begin the manufacture of jeans, 
cottons, and fuflians, which were ve- 
ry fubftantial and good, and were ea- 
gerly bought up at the fame prices a 
the foreign, by people of various c1- 
cumflances and fituations in hfe, un- 
til the want of demand for fumer 
clothing puta flop to the fale for the 
prefent year.— The committee, howe- 
ver, being unable to procure fome ne- 
ceflary implements for cutting and h- 
nifhing winter cotton goods, — fuch 
as corduroys, thickfets, and velve- 
rets, have been obliged, contrary t¢ 
their wifhes, and the evident interel 
of the fubferibers, to continue the ma- 
nufacture of fummer articles, when 
they fhould have been preparing for 
the winter demand, and have therefore 
only wove feven hundred and forty- 
nine yards of federal rib and corda- 
roys, and thefe were all unfinifhed on 
the -orh of September, for want of t 
implements mentioned above. 

By tue flatement of the itock or ma 
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nufatturing fund on the ¢gd of Au- ings to two and three-pence, a reduc- 
gull, a profit appears of feventy-two tion of wegen could hardly have been 
minds, four fhillings and two- pence hoped for confidering the many ref- 
balf-penny, though the goods fold a-  traints laid by foreign nations on the 
mounted to no more than four hun- exportation of that article. ‘The fouth- 
dred forty eight pounds five fhillings ern ftates, whichhave begun the cul- 
eleven-pence half-penny. Your com- tivation of cotton, will keep it at area- 
mittee find from a careful examimati- fonable price, thould « fucceed there, 
on, that the then remaining goods and of this there remains very hutic 
might be expected to yield a proht al- doubt. Dying and calendeing hereto- 
fo ; but they think it beft and fafeitto fore coft four-pence per yard, but shef= 
form their eftimate upon the whole probably will be done hereafier on 
value of the manufactures made at much flower terms, Spinning and 
that period, They remark, then, that weaving have been more expenfive 
goods made in the fattory, upte Au- than they will bein future, for the £ac- 
ult egd, to the amount of feven hun- tory being partly to employ the poor, 
fied and thirty-two pounds, fourteen the manufacturing committee were cfs 
fhillings and eleven-pence, have yield- “particular about wages than a perfon 
ed a profit of feventy-two pounds, four would be, who thould carry on the bu- 
fillings and nine-pence half-penny, finefsas his pr.vate occupation. It 
clear of all expences, that is, ten per will be proper to inform the board, 
cent. in four months, or ten percent, that many more fpinners and weavers 
upon each operation: for, from tem- olfered than could be then employed in 
wary difficulties, of which fomehave the factory. 
is mentioned, and others yet are to It is not unreafonable to fuppofe 
be flated, there have not been falesto that more economy of Diy Mabou, 
the amount of the little fum of circu- and fefs wafle of raw materials would 
lating money, with which the commit- take place in a private manufaétory than 
tee commenced their bufinets, though in this public one, when it is remem- 
four, five, or even fix operations might bered, that each member of the manu- 
be performed ina year, Thus it ap- fatturing committee had a feparate pr:- 
pears, that this new and untried buli- vate bufinefs to purfue, This cir- 
nefs has, in the firlt effay of an inex- cumftance led to the employment of a 
perienced but a judicious and atten- perfon to attend the fales of the goods 
tive committee, produced a profit, at at conflant wages, which, if the ma- 
the rate of thirty percent, per aunum nufatturer did it himfelf, would leave 
on the active capital, an addition to his profit ; or if the fac- 
A variety of obvious circumflan- tory were tentimes as great, that bu- 
ces, attending thisexperiment, concur finefs might be done by one perfon. 
to render the profpects of the cotton The Philadelphia goods confidera- 
manufacture much more encouraging bly exceeded Britith articles of the fame 
than it is proved to be by the profits kind in weight, fo that a great faving 
above-mentioned, The price given might be made in the quantity of raw 
for flax was from nine-pence to ten- materials ufed. In the mean time 
pence half-penny, and it may now be they mutt be confidered by every re- 
purchafed of a good quality, of the re- fletting confumer, as_ really worth 


mains of laft year’s crop, at feven- more money than European goods of 


pence. The attention pad this feafon the fame finenefs, for that which is 
to the cultivation of thatarticle, affords heavieft will be proportionally fubftan- 
every reafon to expett that it will be tial and lafting. 

bought at fix-pence half-penny, and The price of labour having been 
lower in future years, Already chen heretofore a juft objeftion to manufac- 
has half the raw materials fallen as a turing in the united ftates, it is evi- 
hundred and fifty to a hundred, the dent that the acquifition of machines 
chain of all the goods having been hi- mutt be a capital advantage. As thev 
therto made of linen yarn. The cot- have been found to yield fo hand 

ton that has been worked up, coft en fomea profit on fo finall a feale, an. 
a medium two fhillings and feven- where the manufatture is one half « 

pence three-farthings per pound, and linen yarn, which the machines d: 
1 may now be procured at two fhil- not make, fo it is very ceriain th. 
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more extenfive machines, moved by 
horfes or water, and a cotton chain, 
as well asa cotton filling, mult in- 
creale the manufatturer’s profit ex- 
ceedingly ; and the faving of manual 
labour being the great object, your 
committee contfider thefe two circum- 
flances as worthy of the molt particu- 
jar notice, and that they fhould al- 
ways be kept in remembrance. 

Water machines have been found 
bell adapted to making the cotton chain, 
but until they fhall be obtained, cotton 

arn, fit fur warp, it is believed, may 
imported to yielda profit directly 
from India, and thus may manufactures 
be rendered in another inflance advan- 
tageous toforeign commerce, As the 
European companies carefully avoid 
the importation of cotton yarn, the 
American merchants will have no 
rivals in the purchafe of that article, 
which is much more compatt, accor- 
ding to its value, than china ware, 
bohea teas, aud fome other India 
goods, The American thips from India 
proper, having abundance of room, 
may bring it with great convenience. 

The want of one implement, called 
the burner, to fimith the jeans, pre- 
vented their appearing as ioe as they 
really were, and probably occafioned 
a diminution of the price. This be- 
ing now obtained, the manufatiure 
will bring its real value, and better fuf- 
tainacomparifon with imported goods, 

Should any private perfon or-com- 
pany ellablith acowton manufaciory, 
feveral advantages would be gained 
in the prefent flate of things, befides 
the ih wa a of flax, cotton, fuel, 
provifion, rents, and labour. The card- 
ung machine, for inftance, which colt 
one hundred pounds, may now be ob- 
tained for fixty pounds or lefs, A jen- 
ny of eighty fpindles, which coll the 
fociety twenty eight pounds, can now 
be procured for fifieen pounds, and fo 
of the fmaller implements and uten- 
fils. Weavers might be got from 
the country, on more moderate 
terms, and new hands, who may eri- 
raic, perhaps flill lower, An evi- 
, ae lofs of money arofe from the 
want of a proper bleachyard—adifir- 
culty that cannot long continue. ‘Ihe 
workmen, except two, were untkilled 
in the coiton branch, and though |i- 
nen weavers become excellent weav- 

ers of cotton goods, yet it took 


fome part of the time betw 
and Augult, and occafioned ome e 

pence to initruct them. Molt of th 
ipinners with the machines, had muc 
to learn, and little means of sntyii 
on, whereas any number inay now | 
taught. ‘The fangs was in a rem 

place, the beft that offered to male 
the experiment, but a privaie may 

facturer, when making a permanens 
eftablithment, would choofea fituation 
in which his goods would fell quickly 
and to the belt advantage. * 

Your committee, being anxious tp 
afceriain the real profits on the cop. 
ton manufacture, and withing to check 
their eftimate by every method jg 
their power, requelled of two of the 
moft expericnced members of the ma. 
nufacturing committee (long ufed 
the cotton bufinefs) an accurate cal. 
culation of the expence of making a 
given quantity of olive coloured jean 
with alinenchain, ‘This wasaecor}. 
ingly done by each without any com 
munication between them, and the 
particulars were minutely fet dows, 
Flax was rated at 7d, and cotton at 
2s. gd. per pound ; weaving at 7d, 
per yard ; dying and calendriug at 44, 
&c, The refult of one eftimate was 
es, 5d. andof the other 9s. gd. 1-2 
per vard for olive coloured jean, equal 
in appearance to the Britifh quality, 
which was fold in the piece at gs. 94, 
per yard, lafl fummer. I: mutt de ob- 
jerved, that the American goods, on 
which the calculation was made, are 
above half an inch wider and much 
heavier than the imported, and thatthe 
raies of labour and prices of the raw ma- 
terials were fixed, on a medium, rather 
higher than they would prove to a 
careful manufatturer, This fact mul 
give very great fatisfaction, as it con 
firms the truthof thofe confequences, 
which have been drawn from the fore- 
going inveftigation, 

Your committee, having carefully 
examined into every part of this bu 
nefs, and thus fully flated to the board 
the fatts and obfervations that occurred 
tothem, imprelfed with the cleareft 
convittion of the importance of the 
cotton branch, beg leave to recom- 
mend in the flrongefl terms, the pro- 
fecution of this manutacture by frelh 
fubfcriptions, until a knowledge and 
due fenfe of its value, fhalt induce 
fome proper perfons, either citizens 
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ot foreignets, to undertake the bufi- 


nefs. 


GEORGE CLYMER, 

TENCH COXE, 

The above — being read and 
e 


approved, was ordered for publication, 
JOS. B. M‘KEAN, Secretary. 
> ZS =>-o 


Letter from lord Howe to Dr Frank- 
lin. 
Eagle, June 20, 1776. 
I Cannot, my worthy friend, permit 
the letters and parcels which I 
have fent you, in the ftate I received 
them, tobe landed, without adding a 


word upon the injurious extremities in- 


which our unhappy difputes have en- 
gaged us. 
You willlearn the nature of my com- 
milion from the official difpatches, 
which I have recommended to be for- 
warded by the fame conveyance. Re- 
tainingall the earneftnefs I ever ex- 
pooled to fee our diflerences accom- 
modated, I fhall conceive, if I meet 
with the difpofition in the colonies, 
which I was once taught to expeét, 
the moft flattering hopes of proving 
ferviceable, in the objett of the king’s 
paternal folicitude, by promoting t 


f eflablifhment of lating peace and unis 


on with the colonies. But if the dee 
rooted prejudices of America, a 
the neceflity of preventing her trade 
from palling into foreign channels, muft 
keep us fill a divided people, I fhall, 
from every private as well as public 
motive, il heartily lament, that it is 
not the moment wherein thofe great 
objects of my ambition are to be at- 
tained ; andthat I am to be longer de- 
prived of an opportunity to affure 
you perfonally of the regard with 
which Iam your moft fincere and 
faithful humble fervant. 

HOW E, 

P. S._ I was difappointed of the 
opportunity I expetted for fendin 
this letter at the time it was dated, lad 
have been ever fince prevented by 
calms and contrary ac from get- 
ting hence to inform general Howe 
of the commiffion with which I have 
the fatisfaction to be charged, and of 

is being joined in it. 

Off Sandy Hook, rath July. 

To Benjamin Franklin, efquire, Phi- 
ladelphia, 

Vo L. lV. No. V. 


Letter from lord Howeto dr. Franklin, &c. 
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ANS by E R,. 
Philadelphia, July 30, 1776. 
Received Piafe ty Baber your 


lordthip fo kindly forwarded to 


me, and beg you to accept my thanks, 
‘The official difpatches, to which 


you refer me, contain nothing more 


‘than what we had feen in the att of 


tae viz. offers of pardon on 
ubmiffion ; which I was forry to find, 
as it mufl give your lordfhip pain to 
a fo far on fo hopelefs a buli- 
nefs. 

Dire@ting pardons to be offered to 
the colonies, who ate the very par- 
ties injured, exprefles indeed that o- 

ion of dur ignorance, bafenefs, and 
infenfibility, which your uninformed 
and proud nation has long been pleaf- 
ed to entertain of us; but it can 
have no other effeét than that of in- 
créafing our refentments. It is impofli< 
ble we fhould think of fubmiffion toa 
government that has, with the molt 
wanton barbarity and cruelty, burnt 
out defencelefs towns in the midht o 
winter, excited the favages to maffa- 
cre our peaceful farmers, and our 
flaves to murder their mafters ; and 
is even now fending fereign mercena- 
ries todeluge our country with blood, 
Thefe atrocious injuries have extin- 
gaint every {park of affettion for 
that parent country we once held fo 
dear: but, were it pofhble for us to 
forget and forgive them, it is not pof- 
fible for vou, } mean the Britifh na- 
tion, to forgive the people you have 
fo heavily injured ; you can never 
confide again in thofe as fellow fub- 
je&s, and permit them to enjoy equal 
fréedom, to whom, you know. vou 
have given fuch juft caufes of laiting 
enmity; and this. muft impel you, 
were we again under your govern- 
ment, to endeavour the breaking our 
fpirit, by the fevereft tyranny, and 
obftruéting, by every means in your 
power, our soing teengh and prof- 
perity. 

But your lordfhip mtentions ‘* the 
king’s paternal folicitude for promot- 
ing the eftablifhment of laiting peace 
a union with the colonics.”” If by 
peace is here meant a peace to be en- 
tered into by diftinét flates, now at 
war, and his majefly has given your 
lordthip power to treat with us for 
fuch a peace, I may venture to fay, 


though without authority, that 1 thine 
Cc 


se 
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a treaty for that purpofe not quite im- 
practicable, before we enter into fo- 
reign alliances ; but 1 am perfuaded 
you have no fuch powers. Your na- 
tion, though by punithing thofe A- 
merican governors who have fomented 
the difcord, rebuilding our burnttowns, 
and repairing, as far as poilible, the 
mifchief done us, fhe might recover 
a great {hare of our regard, and the 
greateft fhare of our growing com- 
merce, with all the advantages of that 
additional ftrength to be deuved from 
a friendfhip with us: yet I know too 
well her abounding pride, and defici- 
ent wifdom, to beheve fhe will. ever 
take fuch falutary meafures. Her 
fondnefs for conqueft, as a warlike 
nationber Juft for dominion, as an 
ambitious one—and her thirft for a 
gainful monopoly, as a commercial 
one—(none of them legitimate caufes 
of war)—will all join to hide from her 
eyes every view of her true intereft, 
and will continually goad her on in 
thefe ruinous, diftant expeditions, fo 
deflruétive both of lives and of trea- 
fure, that they muit prove as pernici- 
ous to her in the end, as. the croi- 
fades formerly were to moft of she na- 
tions of Europe. . 

I have not the vanity, my lord, to 
think of intimidating, by thus prediét- 
ing the effeéts of this war; for I know 
it will in England have the fate of all 
my former predittions, not to be be- 
lieved tillthe event fhall verify it. 

Long did I endeavour, with un- 
feigned and unwearied zeal, to pre- 
ferve from breaking that fine and no- 
ble china vafe—the Britith empire ; 
for 1 know, that being once broken, 
the feparate parts could not retain 
eventheir fhares of the flrength and 
value that exifted in the whole ; and 
that a perfeét re-union of thofe parts 
could fcarce ever be hopedfor, Your 
lordfhip. may pofiibly remember the 
tears of joy which wet my cheeks, 
when at your good fifter’s in London, 
you once gave me expettations that a 
reconciliation might foon take place. 
J had the misfortune to find thefe ex- 
pectations difappointed, and to be 
treated as the caufe of the mifchief I 
was labouring to prevent. My con- 
felation, under that groundlefs and 
malevolent treatment, was, that I re- 
tained the friendfhip of many wife and 
good men in that country, and, among 
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the reft, fome fhare in the regard of 
lord Howe, 

The well-founded efteem, 

rmit me to fay, affe€tion, hind 
fhall always have for your 
make it painful for me to fee you en. 
gaged in condutting a war, the greg 

round of which, as defcribed in yout 
etter, is “* the the negellity of pre 
venting the American trade ff 
pafling into foreign channels ;" T 
me it feems, that neither the obtain. 
ing cr retaining any trade, how valy. 
able foever, is an objeti for whic 
men may jultly {pill ask other’s blood: 
that the true and fure means of ¢. 
tending and fecuring commerce, are 
the cheapnefs and geodnets of com. 
modities ; and that the profits of no 
trade can ever be equal tothe expence 
of compelling it, and holding x by 
fleets and armies. I con this 
war againft us, therefore, as both un 
juit and unwile ; and I am perfuaded 
that cool and difpaflionate poltent 
will condemn to infamy thofe 2 
vifedit; and that even fuccefs willno 
fave from fome degree of dithonour 
thofe who have voluntarily engaged 
to conduét it. ; 

I know your great motive in com 
ing hither was the hope of being in. 
ftrumenta} in a reconciliation; and 
believe, when you find that to be 
impothble, on any terms given you 
to propofe, you will relinquifh foo. 
dious a command, and return to a 
more. honourable private  ffation, 
With the greateft and moft fincere 
refpect, I have the honour to be, 

my lord, your lordfhip’s molt 

obedient humble fervant, 
B. FRANKLIN. 
“> @@ > 
On public credit.—in a@ letter we 
Jriend, 
Sir 


you afk me, if we thall not foon 
have better times ? to anfwer 
no, and to fay that I think there 1s no 
profpett of i, without afligning a rem 
fon for what I fay, would be to leave 
the matter where it was before you 
afked the queftion ; unlefs my opini- 
on, without the principles, whereon 
I have formed it, would be fatisfac- 
tory ; which I have no right to fup- 
pofe would be the cafe. To aflign 
my reafons, would be opening a wide 
field, which I have not time to fully 
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traverfe, even if you had patience to 
aitend me through it, But I thall 
employ a moment’s leifure on the fub- 


ect, 

: Public faith, among the Romans, 
was confidered as the jewel of the com 
monwealth, and he who attempted 
to injure it,.was confidered as the 
greatell enemy of the flae, This 
was when their government was in its 
highell perfection, 

"Public credit is the neceffary off- 
{pring of public faith ; and without 
it, no nation on earth can exift, under 
the enjoyment of a free conflitution 
and government, What I mean by 
a free conttitution, is fuch a form of 
acommonwealth as confiders proper- 
ty exifling, independent of govern- 
ment, a en formed for the 
fupport and protection of it ; and that 
protection flowing from  ‘* flanding 
promulgated laws,” carried into exe- 
cution by **- known and authorized 
judges 3”? and equally and impartially 
applying toeach member of the ftate, 
I mean, in fine, a form of government 
eftablifhed by the people, which fecures 
tothem their property as their own, a- 
gainit rapine, and under no controul of 
alegiflature, and is alaw tothe legifla- 
tive authority itfelf. In fuch a go- 
vernment, public credit is abfolutely 
neceflary to the exiftence of the flate, 
becaufe no government can have re- 
fources for every emergency 5 and fo- 
vereigns therefore are often obliged 
to apply to the people, for the loan of 
that property, which cannot be taken 
without their confent, 

But in an arbitrary government, 
where the executive, judicial, and le- 
a authority are allalike, in the 

ands of the fovereign power, pro- 
perty is confidered as derived from, 
not merely pratected by, the govern- 
ment, and is rather a pofleflory Joan, 
than a right ; and the fovereign pow- 
er has no need of credit ; atte faith 
to the fubjefts is of no confequence ; 
force anfwers the purpofe of credit, 
and the monarch takes what he wants, 
and compels thanks for leaving the refi- 
due : and who is there in aur day, and 
in our country, that does not realize 
the diftinction between thefe forms 
of flate policy ? if there is any one 
that does not, I will venture to pro- 
nounce him a flave, and urge him to 
the realms of “Sweden, Denmark, 
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Rufhia, or Proffia, where he may en- 
joy flavery at his eafe, and in the 
highett rfettion. =~ 

If public credit, is then fo necefla- 
ry to the very exiltence of a flate, you 
will afk me why thefe flates are defti- 
tute of it, and how they hall procure 
it? As to the united flates, asa nati- 
on, they never had any national cre- 
dit, Have patience ; I will explain 
myfelf ; to do which, it is neceiJary 
to fix the true meaning of ngtional or 
public credit, ey 

Here, then, I fay, that credit is the 
forcing an opinion upon another, 
who is poflelled of fomething which 
we want, and which we have no right 


to take Som him without his anton 


that if he delivers it to us, we wil 

y him an equivalent for jt, accord- 
ing to the compact made between the 
parties, 

Here, then, public faith is the firft, 
and moft fubflantial foundation of this 
opinion : foras no proceis of coerce 
can be iffued againfl a government 
holding fovereign power, unlefs the 
rot tam, sa that the fate has fuch 
a faered regard to public faith as not 
to violate the compact, the opinion 
neceffary to credit can never be forme 
ed, But fhould the poielior of the 
property wanted on loan, have q full 
conviction of the government's regard 
to public faith, the next enquiry will 
be, whether the contractors, the a- 
gents of the flate, have power to com- 
ply with the contraét, To raife a 
convittion of this, the practice is in 
Europe to lay a duty upon a certain 
article fuppofed ta be fufliciently pro- 
ductiye to anfwer the purpofe, and to 
confider the fund thus raifed, as fa- 
credly the property of the creditor 
who loans upon it, as any thing elfe 
he polfeffessthe idea, then, that the 
vovernment has authority to compel 
Po payment of that duty, and that 
they never will take back, or violate 
the pledge, gives national credit, 
This example might ferve for thous 
fands that might he put. 

Previous to the confederation, cone 
grefs had no powersat al}, but what a- 
rofe from the voluntary confent of 
the peoples They recommended, 
and the people, for their awn fafety, 
Soeokeh,. It is true, they anticipat- 
ed national faith, which, in iufelf, was 
a great novelty, hey made papes 
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bills for a currency, and obrained 
Joans; but it was not becaufe they pol. 
felled powerjto fupporta national fauh, 
or refourers to fund = debts, os 
was becaule ¢ e co t 
they w ata idiare pani , pollefs 
thefe requilites to credit, The majo- 
rity of thepeople in America ar- 
ed to be ready to facrifiee all they 
had, in fupport of a war, commenc- 
ed in defence of their freedom ; and 
thereby fubftitated enthufiafm for that 
opinion which is neceffary to national 
credit ; while the minority, having no 
love for, or regard to the meafures of 
congrets, were compelled by fear, to 
deliver up their proportion of ° 
ty, or perhaps more, when they would 
not have done it as a voluntary loan wo 
the public, Thefe things feldom hap- 
pen ma country, end # would be a 
great and fatal miftake, to depend up- 
on thefe exertions, under a regular 
and_fyftematical government, 

When the confederation was made, 
it gave no authority to congrefs, 
whereon a public credit might be raif- 
ed. I haveobferyed, that the opini- 
on, on which public credit is found- 
ed, isthat of the exilence of @ power* 
to comply with engagements, and of 
fuch a regard in the nation, to public 
faith, that « cannot be violated, By 
the confederation, congrefs have the 
powers of making war end peace, but 
have no authority to raife a penny, to 
pay a foidier, of to buy hima ration 
of provilions, They have authority 
to borrow money, but haye no refoure- 
es to pay, or allure the payment of 
one farthing of principal or intereft, 
“They areata a federal government, 
but thisis only a found, without force 
or efficacy, For government, at all 
times, means aman, or body af men 
veted with coercive powers, and ca- 
pable of ifiuing and compelling obe- 
dience to civilprocefs, But congrefs 
can iffue no one civil precept, The 
life of government is its energy; and 
this depends altagether upon the ap- 
pointment, power, and amenablenefs 
of the executive officers ; but congrefs 
can appoi:.t no civil officer, nor is any 
one amenable to them, 

Nor would the nation have been one 
whit better off, if all the flates of the 
umon had granted the im in the 
fame manner that Maflachufers has 


granted it, By this grant, the trial of 
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all forfeitures, is to be in the court of 
common pleas in the county where the 
feizures are made, The court is not 
of the appointment of ‘the federal go. 
vernment, amenable to it, or having 
any connexion, in their official capa- 
city, with it, Who then would lend 


fubverting the fefhon 
have frequently 
influential charaéters — Very pro. 
fo iit fup- 
One remark 


bably annihilate a fu 
ported, at any time, ; 
ought not to be omitted, that is, thatar 
the fame time when the legrflature of 
Mallachufetts made this grant, the 
people out of doors were clamorous 
to fubvert the coart of common 
pleas, and the legiflature were coun- 
tenancing of them by confidering it as 
agnevance, and by taking meafures to 
render ut fo very contemptible, as that 
no man of ability and common de- 
cency, might in future take @ feat 
in it. 

| Aenmeae a Att yeh 
expl miyfelf, that you wi 

ay foving that the united flates never 
had any credit as a nation, becaufe 
they never, in a union, polleffed na- 
onal refources, 


tional powers, of nati 
which you 


But I fee the objection 
os that they have 


fland ready to make, 
borrowed money of foreign nations, 


and under the aufpices of foreign 
courts, which could Soe by-dinboils 
out public credit,"* 
obhe ew ae eer one of 
wubhic credit. Itis clearly evidence 
an opinion of the ioothed that the 
united ftates hed nl a people or = 
ritory, uthoent to 
loans, ne wichwde dank y Gon 
as a government, have power, or re- 
gular legal refources to pay or not, can 
never be indifpenfibly matersal to fo- 
reign ereditors, The fovereigns whe 
have loaned money, ult 
mately upon their own force to compel 
payment ; they will nether penton 
nor fue, but by arms ; and the 
fubjetts, who are our creditors, 
pend upon the faith of thew own go- 
vernments ultimately to fecvre thew 
demands, 

‘Though there ought not to be ad- 
mitted anidea, that the uaned fagy 
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Letter relattoe to negre flavery. 


will ever be abandoned om. y to 
make thefe merfures neceffary, 1 yet 
fate the prine:pl-, to thew that we 
bave no Pate of fach a national cre- 
du as is neceffaty to our poltical 
exiflence, nor can we cver have ut, 
antl congrefs fare velted with proper 
ywere. 

Awake then, my dear fir, sroafe 
your neighbougs, convince them of the 
confequence of public credit, and let 
gs all unite in an objett of fech m- 
menfe —— and fo worthy the 

riust of every patrwt. 

3  TRIBUNUS, 

Bofion, May, 1787. 
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Letter to the prefident, vice-prefi- 
dent and committee of the Penn- 
[yloania fociety for promoting the 
abolition of favery, and the relief 
of free negroes unlawfully held 
an bondage, from the commutice of 
the London, fociety for promoting 
the abolition of the flave-trade, 

Gentlemen, 
OUR favour of the oth of Oc- 
tober laft, and the certificates 
which accompamed it, were much to 
our fatisfattion, We hope the labour 
you have fo kindly bellowed, im cot- 

Jeeting the fatter, will prowe ofeful. 

We thal be further obliged by your 

forwarding the guthenne documents 

you mention, refpecting the treatment 
of the flaves in the foutherm fates, 
aod the Well India Iflands, it-bermg 
contended chat the mitances of mbhu- 
manity are very rare. The certificates 
have been fubauted to the perafal of 
feveral who have attrvely mecretled 
themfelves In promoting our Common 


om 

ut our s feem already 
fenisble of the fauslity of a plea fo ex- 
tremely week as that founded on a 
fuppofed incapacity of the black peo- 
ple to enjoy the blethngs of freedom 
and ewilizanon, Their arguments, or 
rather ther tmfinuatrons, have lateerly 
b-en more particularly confined to the 
impohcy of aholifhing the flave- 
trade, on which, they would have # 
believed, the exrlence of the plantats- 
ons, and the confequent revenue 
thes kingdom eflentially depend. On 
the other hand, « um cogtended, and 
we tru, on grech betrer quthoruy, 
best Gewthes inyury to the plantaous, 


at. 
nor defalcation of the revenue, would 


evenmally enfac, Teo the dowbts m- 
dufirwally faggefied by fome, who 
are imerctted 1m favouring the former 
Opinion, we may ly atirthute the 
prayers of fome of the numerous pe- 
titwons which have already been pre- 
fented to the houte of commom, re- 
quefling the mere ron of a com- 
merce which no pothble mod. feanca 
can rectify, But we are inclined to 
believe that many of them were bo ex 

prefled from imadvertency, of the 
want of a thorough knowledge of the 


fubjert. 

Re embering the declaration: of 
the American congrefs, fo frequemiy 
repeated during the comeil wich Be 
tan, we could not but fatter ourfeives 
that the late convention would have 
produced more unequivocal proots of 
a regard to confiflency of character, 
than an abfobute prohibition of the pro- 
poted federal goveroment fren come 
plying with the acknowledged obliga- 
tions of hamanity and yullice few the 
term of twenty-one years, We mic! 
regret that your nervous addreis® 
on the occaten, had not an effect 
more adequate to the importance of 
the fubjett, What may be the event 
of the parliamentary befrneis, ww yet 
ancerttam—at preient the profpect 
encouraging. 

And though we are aware how ha- 
ble enue eartien mead er 
whe tpen fh a a oeee | 
principles, when ine 3 by the m- 
engues of wealsh and power, yet we 
can fearcely avind flarering outlelvet® 
with the hope, ariling from the num- 
ber and refpertabalrry of the patrons of 
this undertaking, that ut well at leneth 
be furcefefel. Our advertaries who 
head, tll lately, heen remarkally qoiet, 

ly becanfe they held our en- 

m coniempt, have new taken 

th: alarm, and ule every arnfice of 
fophifiry and ma frepretentar mn wo» de- 
feat our : oneof ther melt 
laufible allegations m, chur ff the 
with mation freald ley down the 
trade. other watwens will take @ op, 
ard therefore the condition of the A . 
frocans woult noe be menproved, ch eogh 


England would firflauw a coalideravic 
wore, 


* See Amercan Muleum, +’. 
Lil. page 4oq. 
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lofs. . The reply is obvious ; that this 
mation ought to do what is right, let 
others do as they pleafe ; and we have 
a Rrong perfuafion that, on the whole, 
the African trade is a lofing one to 
this country. 

It is, however, our prefent with, 
that an appeal might be made to the 
humanity of other countries and go- 
vernments ; and, for this purpole, 
we commenced a correfpondence in 
France, and a fociety is now formin 
there, whofe objet it will beto diffufe 
the knowledge of this traflic, and to 
thew it in its true colours, It may 
perhaps, be in your power to afit 
our views of thus extending the {phere 

ion. 

_ The privy council is now engaged 
ym enquiries into the flave trade, and 
the colonial flavery ; and we expect 
the fubje& will fhortly be inveftigated 
in parliament. 

he univerfity of Cambridge have 
expreffed their fenfe of it in a very 
forcible petition to the houfe of com- 
ons ; and the clergy of the eflablithed 
church, in many other parts, have 
equally teftified their zeal in the com- 
mon caufe, . 

Many counties, cities, and towns 
have petitioned. Amongft the cities, 
we have the fatisfattion to enumerate 
Briftol, one capital feat of the Afri- 
cansrade. The prefbyterians, inde- 
pendents, and baptifts have petition- 
ed collettively ; and the religious -fo- 
ciety called quakers, have repeated 
their application on the occafion ; 
more petitions are expetied from vari- 
ous quarters, z j 

The attempts to retrieve the nation- 
al character, and affert the common 
rights of nature, have awakened the 
attention and excited the good withes 


of people of all defcriptions, 
pee: neceflary that the torch 


of truth fhould be lighted, to flahh con- 
viction ig the face of humanity; but 
avarice is wilfully blind, One folita- 
ry petition came up againit us from 
the town of Liverpool ; yet we are 
not without well-wifhers, and even 
advocates, in that feminary of flave 
traders. 

As much ufeful information is con, 
tained in the hiftorical account of 
Guinea, publifhed by your late worthy 
fellow citizen, A, .Benezet, we are 
printing another editian, with a view 
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to give it a more extenfive'circulation, 


We thall herewith fend you fome co, 
pies of this committee ’s report to ou 
fociety at large ; and alfo fuch other 
of the tratts lately publifhed here on 
the fubjett, as we can collett—fome 
of thefe you may think proper to re. 
publifh. wr ~ es obliged by 
any returns of the fame kind yu: 
be ous to make. Mt 
eferring you toour report for fur. 
ther information selontiion our ~ 
ceedings, we have only to repeat our 
fincere wifhes, that yours may mee 
with the fuccefs they deferve, 
Signed by order of the committee 
of the London foctety for promoting 
the abolition of the flave trade 
GR ANVILLE SHARP, 
chairman, 
London, February 28, 1788. 


“0: De® -o- 
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Ae the infinite variety of 
moral and political  fubjetts, 
proper for public commentation, itis 
truly ike , that one of the moh 
important and affecting fhould be fo 
very generally negletied, An co- 
croachment on the {malleft civil of rer 
ligious privilege, fhall fan the enthulial- 
tic flame of Chests, till it fhall ex- 
tend over vaft and diflant regions, and 
violently agitate a whole continent, 
But the caufe of humanity fhall be 
bafely violated, juitice thal ¥ 
wounded to the heart, and natio 
honour, deeply and laflingly luted, 
and not a breath or murmur fhallarife, 
to diflurb the prevailing quiefence, or 
to roufe the feelings of indignation a- 
gaint fuch general, par and 
complicated iniquity ,—-To what caufe 
are we to impute this frigid filence— 
this torpid indiflerence—this cold in- 
annnated, conduct of the otherwile 
warm and generous Americans ?— 
Why do they remain inactive, amidl 
the groans of injured humanity, the 
thrill and diftrefling complaints of ex- 
piring jullice, om the keen remerie 
of polluted integrity ?--Why do they 
not rife up to affert the caufe of God 
and the world, to drive the fiend in- 
jultice into remote and diftant regions, 
and to exterminate oppre fon from the 
face of the fair fields of America ? 
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When the united colonies revolt- 
ed from Great- Britain, they did it up- 
onthis aie ae as *“thar all men are by 
nature, and of rightought to be free.”’— 


After a long, fuccefstul, and glorious’ 


firuggle for liberty, during which 
oop manifefted the firmelt attachment 
to the rights of mankind, can they 
{fo {von forget the principies that then 
governed their determinations ? Can 
Americans, after the noble contempt 
they expreffed for tyrants, meanly de- 
{cend to take upthe fcourge ? Bluth, 
ye revolted colonies, for having apof- 
tatized from your own principles, 

Slavery, in whatever point of light 
it is confidered, is repugnant to the 
feclings of nature, and inconfiftent 
with the original rights of man, It 
eught therefore to be ftigmatized for 
being unnatural ; and detelted for be- 
ingunjull, “Tis an outrage to pro- 
vidence, and an affront offered to di- 
vine Majefly, who has givento man 
his own peculiar image.— That the A- 
mericans, after confidering the fub- 
jett in this light—after making the 
moft manly of al! poflible exertions in 
defence of liberty—after publifhing to 
the world the principle upon which 
they contended, viz. ** that all men 
are by nature and of right ought to be 
free,’ fhould ftill retain in fubjettion 
anumerous tribe of the human race 
merely for their own private ufe and 
emolument, is, of all things, the flrong- 
eft inconfiflency, the deepefl reflexi- 
on on our conduct, and the moft a- 
bandoned apoftacy that ever took place, 
fince the Almighty fiat fpoke into ex- 
iftence this habitable world. Seo fla- 
gitious a violation can never efcape 
the notice of a juft Creator, whofe 
vengeance may be now on the wing, to 
diffeminate and hurl the arrows ef de- 
iiruction, 

In what light can the people of Eu- 
rope confider America, after the 
flrange inconfiftency of her conduét ? 
Will they not confider her as an aban- 
doned and deceitful country ? In the 
hour of calamity, fhe petitioned hea- 
ven to be propitious to her caufe. Her 
pores were heard. Heaven pitied 

er diltrefs, fmiled on her virtuous ex- 
ertions, and vanquifhed all her afflic- 
tions, The ungrateful creature for- 
gcts this timely afliftance—no longer 
remembers her own forrows—but bate- 
ly commences oppreflor in her turn.— 
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Beware, America !——-paufe——. 
and confider the difference between 
the mild eflulgence of approving pro- 
vidence, and the angry countenance of 
incenfed divinity ! 

The importation of flaves into A- 
merica, ought to be a fubject of the 
deepell regret, to every benevolcuz 
and thinking mind—And one of the 
greatelt defecis in the federal fyftem, 
is the liberty it allows on chis head, 
Venerable in every thing elfe, itis in- 
judicious here ; and it is to be much de- 

lored, that a fyftem of fo much po- 
itical perfeétion, fhould be flained 
with any thing that does an outrage to 
human nature. Asa door, however. 
is Open to amendment, for the fake of 
diftreffed humanity, of injured natioa- 
al reputation, and the glory of doing 
fo benevolent athing, I hope fome 
wife and virtuous patriot will advocate 
the meafure, and introduce an altera- 
tion in that pernicious part of the go- 
vernment.—So far from encouraging 
the importation of flaves, and counte- 
nancing that vile traffic in human fleth ; 
the members of the late continental 
convention thould have feized the hap- 
py opportunity of prohibiting for ever, 
this cruel fpecies of reprobated villai- 
ny.— That they did not do fo, will 
for ever diminith the luftre of their o- 
ther pr ay: fo highly extolled, 
and fo juflly diftinguithed, for thei 
intrinfic value.x—Let us, for a mo- 
ment, contrafl the fentiments and ace 
tions of the Europeans on this fub- 
jeG, with thofe of our own country- 
men. In France, the warmeil, and 
molt animated exertions are making, 
in order to introduce the entire abo- 
lition of the flave-trade ; andin Eng- 
land, many of the ficl charatters of 
that country, advocate the fame mea- 
fure, with an enthufiaftic philantheo- 
py. The prime minifler himfelf 1s 
at the head of that fociety; and no- 
thing can equal the ardour of theiren- 
deavours, but the glorious goodnefs 
of the caufe.—Will the Americans 
allow the people of England, to get 
the flart of them in atts of humanity ? 
Forbid it fhame ! 

The prattice of ftealing, or barter- 
ing for iia flefh, is pregnant with 
the moft glaring turpitude, and the 
blackeft barbarity of difpofition.— 
For, can any one fay, that this ts do- 
ing as he would be done by? Will 








“gr6 
fuch a praftice fland the ferutiny of 


this great rule of moral government ? 
Who can, without the complicated 
emotions of anger and impatience, fup- 
pofe himfelf inthe predicament of a 
ilave! Who can bear the thoughts 
of bis relations being torn trang mn 
by afavage enemy ; carried to diflant 
regions of the habitable globe, never. 
yaore to return; and treated there, as 
the unhappy Africans are, in this 
country ? PAVho can fivpport the re- 
ficxien of his father—his mother—his 
fiiler—or his wife—perhaps his ch:l- 
éren—being barbarouflyjfnatched away 
by aforeign invader, without the pref- 

ct of ever beholding them again ? 
Who can refle& upon their being af- 
terwards publicly expofed to fale—o- 
bliged to labour with unwearied affi- 
duity—and, Lecaufe all things are not 
poifible to be performed, by perfons 
fo unaccuflomed to robufl exercife, 
feourged with all the rage and anger of 
malignity, until their unhappy carcafes 
are covered with ghaflly wounds, and 
frightful contufions ? Who can re- 
flect on thefe things, wherf applying 
the cafe to himfelf, without being chil- 
led with horror, at circumftancess fo 
extremely fhocking?—Yet hideous 
as this concife and imperfect defcrip- 
tion is, of the fufferings fuflamed a 
many of our flaves, it is neverthelefs 
true; and fo far from being exagge- 
rated, falls infinitely fhort of athoutand 
circamflances of diftrefs, which have 
been recounted by ditferent writers on 
the fubjett, and which contribute to 
make their fituation in this life, the 
molt abfolutely wretched, and com- 
pletely miferable, that can pothbly be 
conceived.—In many places in Ame- 
rica, the flaves are trea.ed with every 
circumftance of rigorous inhumanity, 
accumulated hardfhip, and enormous 
cruelty.—Yet, when we take them 
from Africa, we ive them of a 
country which God hath given them 
for their owh; as free as we are, and 
as capable of enjoying that blething. 
Like pirates, we go to commit devaf- 
tation on the coaft of an innocent 
country, and among a people who ne- 
ver did us wrong, 

An infatiable, avericious defire to 
accumulate riches, co-operating with a 
fpirit of luxury and injutlice, feems to 
be the leading caufe of this peculiarly 
degrading and ignomimous practice. 
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Being once accuflomed to 
without labour, we become font 
voluptuous ; and rather than after. 
wards forego the gratification of oy 
habitual indolence and eafe, we coun, 
tenance the infamous vielation, ané 
facrifice at the thrine of cruelty, lj 
the finer feelings of elevated hamanity 

Confidering things in this view. 
there furely can be nothing more juf. 
ly reprehenfible or difgufting, than the 
extravagant finery of many country 
people’s daughters. It hath not been 
at all uncommon to obferve as much 
gauze, lace and other trappings, on 
one of thofe coufitry maidens, as hath 
employed two or three of her father’s 
flaves, for twelve months afierwards, 
to raife tobacco to pay for. Tis an 
ungrateful reflexion, that all this fr 
pery and affetied finery, can only a 
{upported by the {weat of another per. 
fon’s brow, and confequently, only 
by lawful rapine and injuftice. Jf 
thefe young females could devote as 
much me from their amufement, as 
would be neceffary for reflexion ; or, 
was there any perfon of humanity at 
hand who ouall meulcate the inde< 
cency of this kind of extravagance, I 
am perfuaded they have hearts good 
enough to rejett, with difdain, the 
momentary pleature of making a fi- 
gures in behalf of the rational and 

afting delight of contributing by ther 
forbearance, to the happinefs of fo 
mary thoufand individuals. 

In Maryland, where flaves are 
treated with as much fenity, as, per- 
haps, they are any where, their fitua- 
tion is to the laft degree ineligible. 
They live in wonind cots, that 
fearcely fecure them from the incle- 
mency of the weather ; fleep in the 
afhes or on ftraw ; Wear the coarfelt 
clothing, and fubfift on the moft or- 
dinary food that the country produces, 
In all things, they are fubjeft to their 
matler’s abfolute command ; and, of 
courfe, have no will of their own. 
Thus circumftanced, they are fubjett 
to great brutality, and are often treat- 
ed with it. In particular inflances, 


they may be better provided for in — 


this flate, but this fulfices for a gene- 
raldefeription. But in the Carolinas, 
and in the ifland of Jamaica, the cru- 
elties that have been wantonly exercil- 
ed on thofe miferable creatures, are 
without a precedent in any other part 
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the world. If thofe who have writ- 
n on the fubjett, may be believed, 
‘s not uncommon there, totie a flave 

. and whip himtodeah, 

On all occafions impartiality in the 
i Aribution of juftice, fhould be ob- 
rveds The little flate of Rhode- 
Iland, hath been anges by the 
ther fates, for refuling to enter in- 
o meafures refpeciing a new encral 
vernment ; and fo far it is admitted 

at fhe is culpable, But if the is 
worthy of blame in this refpeéi, the 

hs entitled to the higheft admiration 
forthe philanthropy, juftice and hu- 
panity, fhe hath difplayed, re{pett- 
ing the fubjett I am treating on, She 
path palled an att prohibiting the im- 
tation of flaves into that ftate, and 
adding her citizens to engage im 
he iniquitous trafic, So ftnking a 
yoof of her ftrong attachment to the 
sghts of humanity, will refcue her 
yme from oblivion, and bid her live 
s the good opinion of diftant and un- 
rm generations, 

Slavery, unqueftionably, fhould be 
bolifhed, particularly in this coun- 
ry; becaufe it is inconfiftent with the 
eclared principles of the American 
evolution, The fooner, therefore, 
fet about it, the better, Exther 
e fhould fet all our flaves at liberty, 

mediately, and colonize them in 
he weflern territory ; or, we fhould 
nmediately take meafures for the gra- 
ual abolition of it, fo that it may be- 
ome a known, and fixed point, that, 
ltimately, univerfal liberty, in thefe 
nited flates, fhatl triumph.—This 1s 
he leall we can do, in orderto evince 
pur {enfe of the irreparable outrages 
re have committed, to wipe off he 
bdium we have incurred, and to give 
mankind a confidence again, in_the 
ultice, liberality, and honour of our 
hational case Abe 

It would not be difficult to thew 
ere itneceflary, that America would 
von become a richer and more hap- 
by country, provided this ftep was a- 
lopted, That corrofive anguifh of 
erfevering in any thing improper, 
hich now embitters the enjoyment 
flife, would vanifh as the mift of a 
oggy morn doth before the rifing fun ; 
ind we fhould find as great a difpari- 
“partie our prefent fituation, and 
at which would fucceed to it, as 
ubfills between a cloudy winter, and 

Vo..1V. Noy V, 
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a radiant fpring.—Befides, our lands 
would not be then cut down for the 
fupport of a numerous train of ufelefs 
inhabitants—ufelefs, I mean, tothem- 
felves, and effettually fo to us, by en- 
couraging floth and voluptuoufnefs a- 
mong our young farmers and planters, 
who might otherwife know how to 
take care of their money, as well as 
how to difhpate it.—In all other ref- 
pects, I conceive them to be as valu- 
able as we are—as capable of worthy 
purpofes, andto poffefs the fame dig- 
nity that we do, in the eftimation of 
providence; although, the value of 
their work apart, for which we are 
dependent on them, we generally con- 
fider them as good for nothing, and, 
accordingly, treat them with the great- 
eft negleét, 

But, be it remembered, that their 
caufe is the caufe of heaven; and 
that the Father of them as wellas of 
us, will not fail, at a future fetile- 
ment, to adjuft the account between 
us, with adreadful attention to juftice, 

OTHELLO, 

Baltimore, May 10, 1788. 
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A fhort effay on difeafes from the air. 
Attempting tofhew that moft difeafes 
are caufed by miafmatain our air ; 
with an enumeration of fome of 
them; and the further profecution 
of this fubjeét recommended to philo- 
Sophers and phyficians. By the re- 
verend Mathew Wilfon, D. D. of 


Lewes. 


IPPOCRATES, called the di- 

vine old man, was not afhamed 
mofl frequently to acknowledge hu- 
man ignorance, and afcribe the latent 
caufes of many difeafes to the invi- 
fikle powers, calling the firft, caufe 
[ro Gey} that fomething divine, &c. 
He fays in ane place, ** A phyfician 
ought to know difeafes of the fame 
kind, how much they exceed the 
ftrength of the body; and fhould alfo 
learn to difcover if any thing more 
than human be in the difeae : He 
ought, befides, carly toobferve the dif- 
ferences of the difeafes that daily reign 
among the people, nor be ignorant of 
the ftate of the feafons.”’ 

Honeft Sydenham, who carefully 
inveltigated the genus of difeafés, 
found, that in a particular epidemic 
conftitution of the air, the intercur- 
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rent difeafes partook of the nature of 
the reigning epidemic, though at com- 
mon times entirely different in their 
own natures. He found alfo, that in 
the winter of 1675, all the pleuritic pa- 


tients were feized with pains in the 
head, back, and limbs, which diftin- 
guifhed the then reigning fevers. 
The moi laborious and moft ufeful 
of medical writers, baron Van Swie- 
ten, obferves, ‘that vernal intermit- 
tents are altogether different from au- 
turanals, and their nature, fymptoms, 
iffues, duration, and cure are utterly 
unlike.—The ephemera, the moft fim- 
le of continual fevers, pafles through 
its different ftages, without the leaft 
danger ; yetthe Britith ephemera made 
great havock. Both difeafes were 
called by the fame name ; the duration 
was the fame ; but they terminated 
very differently.”’ He alfo tells us, 
** He has feen an epidemic pleurify, 
which would not admit venefettion, 
and the common methods of cute,’ 


‘&c. This I have often feen in Suf- 


fex. Now, in all thefe cafes, we are 
taught, riot only the method of pru- 
dently watching nature, byt a clear 
view of the caufes of difeafes, as re- 
fiding in the air, 

The incomparable Boerhaave (apho- 
rifins 1406 and 1407) obferves, ** The 
eaufe of the variety of difeafes is fo 
latent, that phyficians have not been 
able hitherto to deduce it from any 
fenfible abufe of the non-naturals :— 
and yet, as epidemic difeafes attack 
many at once, and may be avoided or 
excluded by fire, or wind, it is gene- 
ing believed, that their caufes refide 
in the air.” 

Hippoérates wifely faid, ** difeafes 
partly arife from our way of living, 
and partly from the air which we 
breathe. When many (fays he) are 
feized with the fame diGite at the fame 
time, the caufe is chiefly to be attri- 
buted to what is common to all, and 
made ufe of byall. This can only 
be the air, which we draw in infpira- 
tion. Our way of living is not the 
caufe, as is apparent, fince the difeafe 
attacks both young and old, men and 
women ; thofe who live freely, and 
thofe who live abftemioufly ; thofe who 
live on mufh and fowens, and thofe 
who eat bread and ufe wine moderate- 
ly ; thofe who ufe much exercife, and 
thofe who ufe but litle ; therefore 
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the caufe cannot be in our food 
manner of life, fince thofe who 
moft differently and oppofitely 
taken withthe fame difeafes,”’ H, 
it is demonftrated, that the cad 
however latent, of epidemic difes 
refide in the air ; though it is gra 
that errors in diet ma pre-difpofe 
body to be more eafily fufcepuh 
the malignant fumes, and make ity 
vages more dreadful ; fo, when 
Englifh, who greedily fed on fleth 
nerally perifhed by the {weating { 
nefs, Caius, an Englith writer 
clares, that the Scotsand Frenchain 
yor efcaped, in the fame iflz 
Yet the diet alone can never o 
an epidemic diforder, 

Lord Bacon (the morning flar 
our philofophical day)  obfer 
** That wind is air itfelf, ina flae 
motion, carrying along with itey 
thing it contains, Hence different ¢ 
fects of the fame kind in differenti 
ces, Thus the fouth wind in Afric 
brings fair weather, and is health 
enough : but in England itis general 
rainy, and if it continue longwith 
rain, it produces malignant and di 
grus fevers. Elence it appears, th 

y the wind, an infinity of pad 
may be carried from one place to an 
ther, even to the moft diftam. 4 
that exhales from all! bodies; all ai 
mals, dead and living ; all vegetables 
poifonous or falutary, {weet or « 
rupted ; all minerals, even poifom 
and fulphureous exhalations from eat 
quakes and volcanoes, and fromé 
"er dug by daring men—all, all tel 

umes are diffufed in the air, and mat 
be wafied by it in a colletted flate 
remote countries, or be difperfed 
weakened by the winds, erefurt 
winds may do good, by difperin 
noxious vapours, or infinite damag! 
mortals by conduéting them ima 
lected fate: thus plagues and yf 
lential fevers have {pread.”” 

R.. aed pest mic 
tiled phylic largely, an a Tau 
ful regifter of the’ weight of tied 
the heat and cold, weather and wit 
near thirty years, I fcarce knows 
we have any difeafes, but firch ast 
endemic or epidemic, orat leaftg 
ly affected and influenced by the 
fons, and flate ofthe air, 

Innumerable obfervations, inall 
known world, evince, that epid 
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bifeafes, which are the chief here, 
null arife from miafmata unknown in 
he air, (whatever the fate of the air 
may be, wheiher heavy or light, cold 








infecting difeafes ; for this poilonous 
gir enters every part of our bodies. 
Boerhaave obierves, ** The caufes 
of difeaies refide in the air, rather from 
the variety of exhalations contained in 
it, which mix wah our fluids, or 
by their ftimuius diforder our bodies, 









Weating {y 
writer than by any remarkable change in the 
Tenchainae fenfible qualities of the air, as obferva- 
fame iffy von sain ek 
Ver occahy The judicious Van Swieten con- 
, firms this dotirine from Sydenham’s 
ning flar @M and hisownexperience, He obierves, 
 Oblerved that it 1s ates enough, that the 
ina flae @& caufes of thefe difeafes are in the air; 
‘ith itevergm but what thac is in the air, which pro- 
lifferent eff duces them, is a matter of great diffi- 
ifferent pig culty co determine. He obferves, for 
din Afrigglm ten years, three times a-day, he re- 
As health marked the height of the barometer, 
1S general thermometer, M courfe and ftrength 
ng with of the winds, the quantity of rain, 
nt and ding changesof the air, &c. yet did not 
ppears, thal thereby gain the leaft knowledge of the 
t parce origin of epidemic difeates, 
aCe to an Sydenham confeffes, he alfo loft his 
tant, AG labour in the fame way; and obferves, 


that years perfectly agreeing in the fen- 
fible quantities of air, were neverthe- 
lefs produétive of very different tribes 
of difeafes, He further obferves, that 
many difeafes, as pleurifiesand quinfies, 
which generally proceed from fudden 
heat immediately following intenfe 
cold, are only intercurrents, and en- 
tirely different from the reigning epi- 
demic, 
_ Yet, after all, the noxious exhala- 
tions, which are mixed with the air, 
are altogether different from pure air 
itfelf. ‘Thefe caufes may fometimes 
be difcovered, but more generally are 
concealed from our knowledge. That 
hes and memphitic exhalations do 
ometimes mix with the air, and pro- 
dice plagues, malignant fevers, and 
ofien fudden death, the natural hifto- 
ries of vatious caves, pits, fraétures of 
mountains, earthquakes, and even 
mines, and the fate of miners, abun- 
dantly demonftrate. 
None doubted that the plague at Vi- 
enna, A. D, 1343, was occafioned by 
the infectious, pvuifonous exhalations 
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or hot, &c.) viz. impure feeds of 
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of the earthquake. whichimme liately 
preceded it. 

It is a well known hiftory, that the 
celebrated health-reftoring {pring, at 
St. Udalrick, in the fuburbs of V 1en- 
na, at the time of the plague, exhaled 
an infectious flench, by witch we read 
that feveral thoufands per:fhed. It is 
indifputable, in the low and maritime 
countries of America and Europe, af- 
ter inundations by ftorms, &c. when 
the fea brings much grafs, weeds and 
leaves, wood, and fometimes fifhes, 
upon the neighbouring marthes, fields 
and woods, corrupting in heaps, (ve- 
getable and animal putrefaction unit- 
ed) that then the inhabitants are 
greatly afflicted with lafting and fatal 
epidemic fevers, Nay, even in hot 
weather, when there are only calms, 
every year, agues and remittents, &c. 
are produced by the putrid exhalations 
of ftagnant waters, lakes, ponds, and 
moraffes, [See prof-fTor Cuilen and 
Rollo’s difeafes of the army, at St. 
Lucia, &c.] ' 

Dr, Huxham remarks, that the 
earth, when frozen, emits few of no 
exhalations ; but when thaw comes 
on, after a long froll, then epidemic 
fevers break out. 

Yet, though putrid exhalations are 
gencrally noxious, one putrefaction 
fometimes flops or corrects another, 
Tanners, and thofe who live among 
the flench of rotten hides and offals, 
have fometimes efcaped the plague. 

At Lyonsand Marfeilles, the cet, 
which were narrow and dirty, fuffer- 
ed much lefs by the plague than the 
open and clean flreets. During the 

ague at London, the phylicians or- 

ered all the privies and fhores to be 
opened, when the fetid flench is faid 
to have abated the plague. The plague 
at Oczakow was ftopped’by a violent 
fhock of an earthquake, which per- 
haps then produced a cure, as m wo 
caufethe plague, Sprinkling the freets 
with wine once flopped the plague at 
Athens : and the penetrating vapours 
exhaling from fermenting new wine 
in the time of the vintage, fupprefled 
the plague raging about the Mofelle, 
The ftench of flones, coals, flore- 
houfes of {pices, and the fhip-carpen- 
ters’ eflluvia of pitch and tar, have all 
been illuftrious means of preferving 
thofe perfons who lived among thete 
vapours, 








qto 


But here we muft remark, that all 
epidemic difeafes are not propagated 
by human contagion, from one hu- 
man morbid body to another, though 
fome are evidently very contagious, 
Van Swieten obferves, that though 
double tertians (which emulate con- 
tinual fevers, and rage among great 
nuinbers) were often epidemic, he ne- 
ver obferved that fuch patients pro- 
pagated infection, mah they were 
attended with the worft fymptoms, apd 
had ftrong figns of malignity. He 
furthes sila, ** The fevers of 
1756, from the noxious effluvia of 
marihes, though attended with exan- 
themata, gangrenous blotches on the 
furface of the body, inflamed parotides, 
and other fymptoms of malignity, yet 
were not contagious ; for thofe who 
lived in a more healthy air, the’ they 
received the fick into their houfes, 
were not themfelves affeéted. If thofe 
who lived ina purer mountainous ar, 
defcended into this morbid valley, 
they were foon taken extremely ill ; 
but upon their return home, did not 
forend thé contagton,”’——Yet, on ghe 


other hand, it is alfo certain, that dif- 


eafes are often caufed by common or 
Jatent exhalations in the air, which fo 
degenerate the human juices, as to 
propagate by mere contagion, The 
imail-pox, plague, and fluxes in ar- 
mies and countries, are a {ufficient de- 
monfiration of this. 

Seeing, then, the caufes of difeafes 
are chiefly in the air, and thefe miai- 
mata feem to be of very different fub- 
flances, fizes, and angles, it furely muft 
be very ridiculous for young phyfici- 
ans to contend, that one is for Boer- 
haave, and Swieten, another for 
Cullen, or any other diftinguifhed 
name. Boerhaave, indeed, fuppofed 
generally the fluids io be moft atfetted, 
and Cullgn the folids, or nervous {y{- 
rem. Yet boththefe profelfors own- 
ed that both fluids and folids were foon 
affefied, and Koerhaave {peaks doubt- 
ful faphoriim 1408] whether’ thefe 
miaimata affeét on uids or the folids 
by their ftrmulus in the fir inflance, 
But what advantage arifes from the dif- 
covery ?—The works of Boerhaave 
and Van Swieten mull defy the teeth 
of time, as they contain all the hiflory 
of difeafes, and all that have proved 
remedies, or iniurtes, from the early 
ages of the world, And what can we 
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have more ?—They have collefled aij 
phy ficalknowledge. Rather than at. 
tempt to villify the hard-earned know. 
ledge, by experience of almoit thre 
thonfand . ears, let us labour to fa 
preveiay.s and remedies of thes 
feeds of death that mingle with og 
air.* 

That I may contribute my mite, iy 
this ob{cure, yet moft important en. 


NOTE, 

® When I confider in what manner 
phyfic is very commonly prattfed, | 
deeply fee] for the wretchednefs of our 
people. Many youths who have had 
a {mattering of learning, being put 
apprentices, neither read and learn 
the hiitories, caufes, and cures of dif- 
eafes, in every country of the world, 
with the different fymptoms and com- 
binations, in the different places and 
{eaions ; nor the diteafes and connec. 
tions of all the parts of the huiman bo- 
dy. Others, without learning, virtue, 
and every degree of medical know. 
ledge, om being perhaps only furge. 
on’s matesjn an army or armed vellels, 
fet up for phyficians, having nothing 
to recommend them befides effrome. 
ry and falfe boalling ; with the know- 
ledge of heaping up medicines, fome- 
times pernicious, and making outex- 
travagant billsto fqueze the lait penny 
from the poor Ris sire and fatherlefs, 
For the hongur of human nature, and 
the great fafety of my country, I ear- 
neftiy with that every legiflature 
would enact laws to ftop this growing 
evil. 

Let it therefore he confidered, 
whether every candidate, for phylic, 
fhould not be well taught in the Lato, 
aad Greek languages ; ‘wherher ma- 
thematics and natural hiflory be not 
abfolutely neceflary ; and whether 
feven years, at leall five years, to the 
belt geniufes, of greateft application, 
after the public lectuses, be not necel- 
fary to the fludy and prattice of phy- 
fic, before any man obtain the tule or 
bufinefs of a phyfician, 

Objection, But mechanics often 

ifcover good remedies. Anfwer, 

‘ell, let them be rewarded, But 
though they have a fpecific for one, 
out of an hundred {pecies of the fame 
difeafe, they cannot be trufted in any 
of the refl, much iefs in a thoufand Q) 
ther different original difeafes, 
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quiry, permit me to enumerate fome 
things which have infected or porfon- 
ed our air, as miafmata from groiler 
bodies ; and then the more fubile ef- 
fects of Plato’s fubtle matter, not be- 
longing to the Newronian fyftem, but 
pow well demortirated by the name 
f clettrienty. 

As to the firlt kind, chemiftry has 
difcovered many vapours very noxtous 
to human nature, even from grofs bo- 
dies. In burning of combutlible bo- 
dies into flame, {moke, foot and athes, 
certain corpufcles are emitted, a 
flench feparable from the fimoke, fup- 
poled to confit of the volatile falt of 
the plant, wafted into the air, and {pi- 
rits, from the action of the fire ; which 
fumes produce wonderful effetts on 
our bodies. Hence erofions in the 
eves, the lungs grow hoarfe, and the 
voice harfh. Hypocondriac and hyf- 
teric perfons, and thofe labouring under 
convulfive afthmas, are nearly flran- 
gied by ‘uch exhalations, Even the 
fumes of a candle or lamp, extinguifh- 
ed in a clofe place, have excited con- 
vulfions in epileptic perfons, and 
fometimes abortion, sail ale palpt- 
tations of heart, &c. Some bodies 
thrown on the fire emt exhalations 
greatly poifonous, as the toxico-den- 
tron, which turns all the company 
round the fire pale, as if they were 
dead, and, if the place be clofe, they 
fall into many mortal difeafes, 

[tis related of a military officer, 
that he killed all his company by throw- 
ing fomething on the fire ; though it 
did no hurt to handle or carry it. Some- 
times even dough of bread, baked and 
opened in a clofe place, ts reported to 
be deadly ; and roafting coltfee, ina 
contined air, has produced cardialgia 
and vomiting, What mifchiefs, then, 
may not arife from burning weeds, of- 
ten porfonous, to defend agarnft muf- 
ketoes, &e. ? fo burning the woods, 
moraffes, &c. may caufe many fevers, 

And, in thirty years obfervation, | 
am convinced, that when the weather 
slong calm, and the arr filled with 
a vapour-like imoke, the moft malig- 
nant difeafes begin and rage moft in 
Suffex, 

Burn fixty rounds of wood in onmn 
ar, and you have but one pound of 
aines, nor can the other pounds be 
colieeted by any art: all thefe exhala- 
uns mix with our ar, and their effects 
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are dangerous, though unheeded. But, 
by burning « im a chemical vefled, 
Van Helmont and profeflor Boer- 
haave found an eternal coal, which at 
is not pothble to confume without 
open air; but this coal, extinguithed 
ina clofe room, brings our bodes to 
death itfelf; of which many lamented 
examples have happened in my tune. 

That fome vapour, or mia/mata, fy 
from burning charcoal, appears trom 
holdiny a paper over #, written with lo- 
lution of orntment ; for then only with 
the writing turn black. Set charcoal 
on fire in a large room, but fhut cloie, 
and all the animals in it will die; vet 
this ts not from heat, for the room 
may be cold ; but from the air—euher 
by its deflroying fomething un the arr 
(perhaps electricity or nure) or elle by 
fome porfonous vapour from an mno- 
cent body, now deleterious by the 
force of fire, 

Van Helmont, when ap old man, 
findings his ink froze, called for a chat- 
fing dith of coals, by which he teil 
down, and was carried owas dead. 
Here all the attions of the man were 
ina moment {ufpended by the exhal.- 
tion, which he culls the gas of the 
wooden coal, 

Boerhaave relates many examples 
of himfelf and others, and propoics it 
as the only ready and belt remedy, to 
{prinkle the face and breafi wih cold 
water. Soof other porfonous vapours, 
as the grotto del cam, throwing the 
feemingly dead anunal into cold wa- 
ter, if 1t be not too late, brings again 
circulation and Iife, 

There are yet many other deadly 
exhalations from erofs bodies, already 
difcovered, as from new burlt houles, or 
places white wafhed with lime, and 
perhaps the vapour from new paimed 
walls, may be no better. ‘Thefe bring 
on palfies, and other tatal, commonly 
incurable, difcaies, 

So burning the bones, wings, thells, 
hoofs, and other parts of animals pro- 
duces fo fatal a vapour, asto kill all 
mnfetis, fleas, chintzes, &c. if the room 
be only moderasrely fhut up. Boer- 
haave, I think, tells us of a whole 
company fwooning away by the exhe- 
bation of adog killed by 146 degrees 
of heat, fy the thermometer. lf fuch 
feral vapours arnfe from feemingly 
harmle{ tables. &e. as NOt to 
be woudered that more drcadiul th uid 
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arife from foffils. So, cobalt, put upon 
the fire, raties a thick white vapour, 
which concretes to the ceiling of a 
reom the flrongeft poifon we know, 
wiz. whitearfemic. Thefe vapours 
even by fmelling, kill every kind of 
animal. If thete are raifed by fubter- 
raneous heai and earthquakes, it will 
not be wondrous, if death, quicker 
than the plague, enfues. 

1 need not add to thefe, that the va- 
pour of fakpetre, fea falt, and ful- 
phur, raifed by the fire, produces va- 

uts that corrode all metals them- 

elves, and deftroy all things that have 
animal life. Hence evidently ap- 
pears theinexprellible ufefulnefs of the 
winds, in preferving the lives of men 
and other animals. For a wind, a- 
rifing at the place where any of 
the poifonous vapours happen, pre- 
fently difperfes them from that place, 
fcatters the fatal mzafmata, weakens 
their power of mifchief, or at leaft 
carrics them to fome other part. To 
have an idea how the winds difpofe 
of them, we need only look at the 
wreaths of {fnow, totally carried from 
the open fields, and thrown in heaps, 
where an eddy is made by the obfiruc- 
tion of the blaft. In like manner, the 
deadly exhalations are often ftopt and 
colletted in vallies, and fometimes in 
the fuburbs of cities, while the winds 
have cleared them from the populous 
part of the town. 1 would not detain 
the reader longer. I muft not flay to 
mention the undetermined claffes of 
vegetable poifons, which generally 
very greatly affect the diguidum xer- 
vefum and common fenfory. How 
greatly thefe may aflect our atmofphere, 
xs yet unexplored, though fome of them 
we know in fome degree. I have 
fomewhere read of two gentlemen at 
the Hague, who, on site only the 
root of the oenanthe, which refembles 
he-wlock, were feized with great heat 
of the throat and ftomach ; then follew- 
ed vertigo, heart-burn, naufea, and 
Bux of the belly, bleeding at the nofe, 
lofs of reafon, and violent convulfions, 
fo that both were dead in three hours. 
On touching napellus, or monks-hood, 
with the tip of the tongue, the unwa- 
ry feels pleafure, but foon falls into 
diforders of the brain, &c. ‘Tobacco 
at fir has fome like influence. All 
know, deadly night-fhade and its beau- 
uful berries foon kill, Water hem- 









lock, in very {mall quantity, changes 
all the animal funciions, raifes horrible 












































imaginations and convulfions ; : 
life in three or four hours. Thoee nt a 
ple, or James-town weed, fo common fal 
at every door, has like effeéts, but not os 
fo quickly. Henbane feeds render {ec 
delirious, and deitroy every animal ~ 
wer in a thort time, &e. &c. Bu rm 

t us proceed very briefly, - 
The laf thing I propofed to ment}. oa 
on was electricity, as having very ne 
great effetts on the air, re{pecting gr 
ealth and ficknefs. There ts no. ral 
thing new underthe fun. How ofien te 
has the great Plato, and his fubile th 
matter, and Cartefius, who effablith. les 
ed fubtle matter too, been calumni- a 
ated and abufed, even by greai New. . 
tonian pnilofophers, sal obende by tri 
their too fanguine pupils! Yet now al 
fubtle matter, by electric experiment, ne 
is clearly demonftrated, which, I ven. th 
ture to foretell, will foon be difco- th 
ne to be ca ge, ora ve 
uperior principle of nature; na 
with Plato, a th element. If ; : 
power tncreafcs the more the nearer {i 
the fun, as is faid to be proved ; and al 
if its power is fo great in our earih, an 
why may it not be flrong enough a o 
the fun to attract and repel comes el 
and worlds, &c. ? Lf proteffor Sauf- am" 
fure and M. Telabert were fo elec- {l 
trified that flafhes darted from their f 
fingers in crofling the Alps, what may h 
be at the centre of the fun, 94,790,550 7] 
Englith miles diftant ? [See prot. Ewe f 
ing’s tranfit of Venus] ti 
Mr. Brydone, F. R. S. in his a 
tour through Sicily and Malta, ob- b 
ferves, that the fo highly eleciric, 1 n 
the vapour of volcanoes ; that it 6 
been obferved in fome eruptions, both e 
of Aitnaand Vefuvius, that the whole ‘ 
tract of fmoke, which fometimes ex- t 
tended above an hundred mules, py 2 
duced the moft dreadful effects,—kiil- ‘ 
ing fhepherds and flocks on the moun- ' 
tains, blafting trees, and fetting fire c 
io houfes; the red forked lighting t 
darting from the fmoke, &c. fo high- t 
ly eletirical are both the crater an ‘ 
» be fmoke, Yet, to this caufe he af- ; 
cribes the amazing fertility and won- ‘ 
derful vegetation round Mount Aiina, 
* For, from a variety of experiunents 
(fays he) it has been found, that aa ' 





increafe of the eleétrical matter adds 
much to the progrefs of vegetation. 
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See Tiberius Cuvallo’s complete e- 
ctricity | ot) 

The experiment of eleétrifying a 
{inall capiliary fyphon, by which, trom 
only flowly dropping, it runs mto a 
full Rtream, together with the general 
confent of all, who have ted i, 
feems to prove that it greatly quick- 
ens circulation, and drives the animal 
juicesthrough the fmallelt and remotett 
capillary vetiels, with greater cafe and 
celerity ; hence many. obftruttions 
havebeen removed. All know the 
great benefit of friction, flannel, and 
rubbing with filk or flannel ; but the 
late difcoveries of electricians fhew, 
thatthefe gymnattic exercifes only col- 
leci more of the electric fire to ihat 
part of the body. 

Some have thought, that the elec- 
tric fluid as (and performs the parts 
aicribed to) the nervous fluid, the 
nerves being conductors, However 
that be, it cannot be doubted, that 
the diiorders, commonly called ner- 
vous, as the hypochondria, hyiterics, 
&c. &c. are greatly atletted by elec- 
tricity, and owmg to the want of a 
fufhcrent quantiy of this animating 
and cheering fluid. All fuch patients 
are ailected wih very unealy fenfati- 
ons, ina moult air, which carries the 
electric fire away from them ; but 
when the fur fhines, and the damp 1s 
fled, thac is, when the air again is 
full of electricity, how cheerful— 
how revived ! All nature rejoices. 
Though there has been found an in- 
ftance or two, of perfons too full of 
this fluid ; yeg this is ealily removed, 
and isa rare cafe indeed ; eafily knowa 
by emitting {parks of hre, (which I 
have alfo feen) and curable by a change 
of drefs. Electricity is now coniider- 
ed by many as a fubtle ative foul, 
that pervades and quickens, nay, is 
the great vivifying principle of naiure, 
and fource of our LnGhihee. When 
electricity is fufpended, as by the fi- 
roc wind, and the air feems totally 
deprived of it, the whole animal {y{- 
tem is unftrung ; all ftrength and ac- 
tivity is loft; the animal {pirits are 
totally languid, andthe nerves want 
all tention and elafticity; all animals 
droop and languifh, till the electric 
fluid again returns with a pleasant 
breeze, to reflore the tone, and enli- 
ven all nature.—Brydone. 

I have only thrown together thefe 


thoughts, for the ftudents of electri- 
city, as theyappear founded on real 
experiments, that gentlemen of tei- 
fure and capacity may carry them 
much farther. 

Is it not reafonable hence to fup- 
pofe, that, by elettrical means, the 
itate ofthe air may be tried, if the par- 
ticular poifonous exhalations cannet 
be ealily determined? And if it ts 
found unhealthy, may not meaus be 
found, by elettrifying bodies fo high- 
ly, that, by repeated fhocks, the air 
may be purified ? And may not 
fometimes fires of odorifcrous woods, 
as guacum, the American turpemiine, 
&c. be tried ? May not great ven- 
tilators be alfo invented? And, to 
all thefe, may not acid fermentations 
be added ? And may notthe want of 
a fufficient quantity, in invalids, of 
the vivifying electricity, be remedied 
by cork foles, well filled with bees 
wax, in their fhoes, their heads co- 
vered with dry filk caps, and their 
bodies covered with dry flannel, and 
thendry filk ; which ftrong repellenis 
might retain an electic vortex or at- 
mofphere about them ? 

This cannot be calleda new fyflem 
of phyfic, though perhaps it as much 
deterves the name, as fome publi- 
cations, which have been called new 
theories, of late. Lonly wifh to bring 
back the fludents of the healing art to 
follow nature, and {till more and more 
endeavour to advance our honourable 
art, in procuring the health and hap- 
pinefs of our own fpecies. 

Lewes, Feb. 14, 1786. 
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Obfervations on the conflitution pro- 
pofed by the federal convention. 
F LETTER V1, 
Continued from page 363.) 
OME of our Sie canine have 
ventured to preditt the future 
fate of united America, if the fyflem 
proputed to us, fhall be adopted. 
‘hough every branch of + confti- 
tution and government is to be popu- 
Jar, and guarded by all the balances, 
that, unul this day, have occurred to 
mankind, yet the fytlem will end, 
they fay, in the oppreflion of a monar- 
chy orariflocracy, by the federal fer- 
vants, or fome of them, 
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flartles, yet, not fo much from its a plain, upon anequal level with J 
novelty, as from the retpettability of papifts, focinians, arminians, ana’ nourab 
the charatters by which it is drawn. b aptifts, and other feétaries, &¢ are bre 
We mutt not be too much influenc- ** I think, I feethe noble "and ho- to beg. 
ed by our efteem for thofe charatiers ; nourable pecrage of Scotland, whofe kept : 
but fhould recolleét, that when the valiant predeceflors led armies again : 
fancy is warmed, and the judgment theirenemies upon their own proper ous tra 
inclined, by the proximity or preilure charges and expences, now divelled and am 
of particular objetis, very extraordi- of their followers and veflalages, ang ph ety 
nary declarations are fometimes made, put upon fuch an equal foot with their oho 
Such are the frailties of our nature, vaffals, that I think, I fee a peuy at 
that geniusand integrity not unfrequent- Englifh excifemen receive more ho- = oo 
ly atlord no protection againft them, mage and refpett, than what was paid are 
Probably, there never was, nor ne- formerly to their guondam Mackailas 
verwill be, fuch an inflance of dread- mors, 
ful denunciation, concerning the fate _** I think, I fee the prefent peers ta 
of a country, as was publifhed while of Scotland, whofe noble anceflors a . 
the union was in agitation between conquered provinces, over-tun coun. eked 
England and Scotland. The Eng- tries, reduced and fubjefied towns a 
}ifh were for a joint legiflature, many and fortified places, exacted tribute 
of the Scots for feparate legiflatures, through the greateft part of England, ona 
and urged, that they fhould be in a now walking in the court of requefls, a 
manner {wallowed up and loft in the like fo many Englifh attorneys, lay- Poh 
other, as then they would not poffefs ing afide their walking fwords, whea 
one eleventh part in it. in company with the Englith peers 
Uponthat occafion, lord Belhaven, left their felf-defence fhould be found 
one of the moft diftinguifhed orators murder. onan 
of the age, made in the Scottifh par- ** I think, I fee the honourable a , 
}.ament afamous fpeech, of whichthe eflate of barons, the bold afferiers of wnile 
following extract is partt:— * the nation’s rights and hberties in the dine 
** My lord chancellor, worll of times, now fetting a watch antie 
** When I confider this affair of an upon their lips and a guard upon their fittin 
union between the two nations, asit is tongues, left they be found guilty of fully 
expreffed in the feveral articles there- /canda/um magnatum, 
of, and now the fubjett of ourdeli- — **_ I think, I fee the royal flate of bo- 
berationat this time, I find my mind roughs, walking their defolate ftreeis, ing 
crouded with a variety of very me- hanging down their heads, under dif- que 
Jancholy thoughts; and I think it my appointments ; wormed out of all a 
duty to difburden myfelf of fome of the branches of their old trade, un- Hiei 
them, by laying them before and ex- certain what hand to turn to, necefli- leaft 
pofing them tothe ferious confiderati- ated to become 'prentices to theirun- hon 
en of this honourable houfe, kind neighbours, and yet, after all, con’ 
** [ think, I fee afree and inde- finding their trade fo fortified by com- thef 
pendent kingdom delivering up that, panies, and fecured by prefcriptions, the 
which all the world hath been fight- that they defpairof any fuccefs therein. valc 
ing for, fince the daysof Nimrod; yea ** I think, I fee our learned judges dro 
that, for which moft ofall theempires, laying afide their pootnanen and deci- e 
kingdoms, flates, principalities, and fions, fludying the common law Of E 
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dukeddms of mrs Gs are at this time England, gravelled with certioraris, 


engaged in the mofl bloody and cruel nzf priufes, wrus of error, verdicis, 
wars that ever were ; to wit, a pow- eyedtiones } hye injunctions, de- 
erto manage theirown affairs bythem- murrers, &c. and i ome with ap- 
felves, without the afliftance and coun- _ peals and advocations, ecaufe of the 
ci] ofany other. new regulations, and rectifications 
** I think, I fee a national church, they meet with. 
founded upona rock, fecured by a ‘ I think, I fee the valiant and 
claim of right, hedged and fenced a- gallant foldiery, either fent to learn 
bout by the ftriéteft and pointedefl le- the plantation trade abroad, or at 
yal fanfiion that fovereignty could home petitioning for a {mall fubfif- 
contrive, voluniarily defcending into ience, as the reward of che ho- 
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nourable exploits, while their old corps 
gre broken, the common foldiers left 
to beg, and the youngeft Englith corps 
kept flanding. ; ‘ 

** I think, I fee the honeft induftri- 
ous tradefman loaded with new. taxes 
and impofitions, difappointed of the 
equivalents, drinking water in place 
of ale, eating his faltlefs pottage, pe- 
titioning for encouragement to his ma- 
nufactories, and anfwered by counter 

titions. 

* In fhort, I think I fee the labori- 
ous ploughman, with his corn {poiling 
on his hands for want of fale, curfing 
the day of his birth; dreading the 
expence of his burial, and uncertain 
whetherto marry, or do worfe. 

“ IT think I feethe incurable difh- 
culties of landed men, fettered under 
the golden chain of equivalents, ‘their 
pretty daughters petitioning for want 
of hufbands, and their fons for want of 
employments. 

** I think, F fee our mariners deli- 
vering up their fhips to their Dutch 
partners, and what through pretles 
and neceffity, earning their bread as 
underlings in the Englifh navy, But 
above all, my lord, I think, I fee our 
antient mother Caledonia, like Ciefar, 
fitting in the midit of our fenate, rue- 
fully looking round about her, cover- 
ing herfelf with her royal garment, 
attending the fatal blow, and breath- 
ing out her laft with a—£z tu quo- 
que, mi filt. 

** Are not thefe, my lord, very af- 
flicting thoughts ? And yet they are the 
leaft part fuggelted to me by thefe dif- 
honourable articles. Should not the 
confiderations of thefe things vivify 
thefe dry bones of ours ? Should not 
the memory of our noble predeceffors’ 
valour and con‘lancy roufe up our 
drooping fpirits ? Are our noble 

edeceffors’ fouls got fo far into the 
Fenglith cabbage ftocks and colliflow- 
ers, that we fhould thew the leaft in- 
clination that way ? Are our eyes fo 
blinded ? Are our ears fo deafened ? 
Are our heasts fo hardened ? Are 
our tongues fo faultered ? Are our 
hands fo fettered ? that in this our day, 
1 fay, my lord, that in this our day, 
we fhould.not mind the things that 
concern the very being, and well be- 
ing of our ancient kingdom, before 
the day be hid fremn our eyes ? 

* When I confider this treaty as it 

Ver. IV. No. V. 


hath been explained, and fpoke to, be- 
fore us thefe three weeks by paft ; I 
fee the Englifh conftitution remaining 
firm, the fame two houfes of parl:a- 
ment, the fame taxes, the fame cuf- 
toms, the fame excifes, the fame trad- 
ing companies, the fame municipal 
laws and courts of judicature ; and all 
ours either fubjett to regulauons or 
annihilations, only we are to have the 
honour to pay their old debts, and to 
have fome few perfons prefent for 
witnefles to the validity of the deed, 
when they are pleafed to contratt 
more,” 

Let any candid American delibe- 
rately compare that tranfaction with 
the prefent, and laying his hand upon 
his heart, folemnly anfwer this quef- 
tion to himfelf—W hether he does not 
verily believe the eloquent peer before 
mentioned, had tenfold more caufe 
to ee evils from fuch an une- 
qual match between the two king- 
doms, than any citizen of thefe’ flates 
has to apprehend them from the fyftem 
propofed ? Indeed not only that peer, 
but other perfons of diflinétion, and 
large numbers of the people of Scotland 
were filled with the utmoft avertion 
tothe union ; and if the greatelt di- 
ligence and prudence had not been 
employed by its friends in removing 
milapprehenfions and refuting mifre- 
prefentations, and by the then fubfift- 
ing government, for preferving the 

iblic peace, there would certainly 
Dae been a rebellion. 

Yet, what were the coufequences 
to Scotfand ofthat dreaded union with 
England ?—the culuvation of her vir- 
tues and the correttion of her errors— 
the emancipation of one clafs of her 
citizens from the yeke of their fuperi- 
ors—a rehef of other claffes from the 
injuries and infults of the great—im- 
provements im agriculture, fcience, 
arts, trade, and manufattures—the 
prohts of induftry and ingenuity en- 
joyed under the protettion of laws,— 
peace, and fecurity at home—and in- 
creafe of refpectability abroad. Heer 
church is ftill eminent—Her laws and 
courts of judicature are fafe—Her bo- 
roughs grown into cittes«—Her mari- 
ners peel vote pollefling a larger fub- 
filtence than fhe could have altorded 
them, and hertradefinen, ploughmen, 
landed men, and her people of every 
a in a more flourithing condition, 
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not only than they ever were, but in 
a more flourifhing condition, than the 
cleareft: underftanding could, at the 
time, have thought it pollble for them 
to attain in fo fhort a period, or even 
in many ages. England participated 
in the blellings. The flock of their 
union, or ingraftment, as perhaps it 
may be called, being ilrong, and ca- 

able of drawing better nutrument and 
in greater abundance, than they could 
ever have done apart. 


** Ere long, to heav’n, the foaring 
branches hoot, 

** And wonder at their height, and 
more than native fruit.’” 

Philadelphia, April 23, 1788. 

LETTER Vit. 

“pws happily miflaken was the 

ingenious, learned, and patriotic 
lord Belhaven, in his prediétion con- 
cerning the fate of his country ; and 
thus happily miftaken, it is hoped, 
fome of our fellow-citizens will be, in 
their prediftions concerning the fate 
of their country. 

Had they taken larger fcope, and 
affumed in theit propofition the yieifh- 
tude of human affairs, and the paffions 
that fo often confound them, their 
protien might have been a tolera- 

ly good guefs.  Araidft the mutabili- 
ties of terreftial things, the liberty of 
united America may be deftroyed. As 
‘o that point, it is our duty, humbly, 
conflantly, fervently, to implore the 
protection of our moft gracious Mak- 
er, ** who doth not afflict willingly nor 
grieve the children of men,’’ and in- 
ceflantly to ftrive, as we are com- 
manded, to recommend ourfelves to 
that proteétion, by “* doing his will,’”’ 
diligently exercifing our reafon in ful- 
filling the purpofes for which that and 
our exillence were given to us. 

How the liberty of this country. is 
to be-deftroyed, 1s another queflion. 
Here, ‘the gentlemen aflign a caufe, 
in ho manner proportioned, as it is 
apprehended, to the effect, 

. The uniform tenor of hiflory is a- 
gainft them. That holds up the licen- 
tioufnefs of the people, and turbulent 
temper of fome of the flates, as the 
only caufes to be dreaded, not the 
confpiracies of federal officers. 
Therefore, it is highly probable, that, 
if ever our liberty is fubverted, it will 


be by one of the twe caufes firll men- 


new conftitution, 


tioned, Our tragedy will then have 
the fame acis, with thofe of the nations 
that have gone before us; and we hall 
add one more example to the number 
already too great, of a people that 
would not take warning, nor “ know 
the things which belong to thei 
peace.”’ But, we ought not to pais 
{uch a fentence againtt our couniry 
and the interelts of freedom ; though, 

? 
no fentence whatever can be equal to 
the atrocity of our guilt, if, through 
enorm:ty of obilinacy or bafenefs, we 
betray the caute of our poflerity andof 
mankind, by providence committed to 
our parental and fraternal care. 
There is reafon to believe, that the 
calamities of nations are punifhmenss 
of their fins, 

Asto the firft mentioned caufe, is 
feems unneceflary w fay any move 
upon it. 

As to the fecond, we find, that the 
mifbehaviour of the confluent pars 
atting feparately, or in partial eonfe- 
deracies, debilitated the Greeks un- 
der ** the amphittionic council,” and 
under the Achzan league, and that this 
ys Peevey ruined Greece. As io 
the former, it was not entirely an al- 
fembly of {trictly democratical repub- 
lics. Befides, it wanted a futhciently 
clofe connettion of parts, Tyranisand 
ariflocracies {prung up. After theie 
obfervations, we may call our attention 
from it. 

*Tis true, the Achan league wa 
difturbed, by the mifconduct of fome 
parts, but, it is as true, that it furmount- 
ed thefe difficulties, and wonderfully 
profpered, until it was diffolved in the 
manner that has been deferibed. 

The glorious operations of its prin- 
ciples bear the cleareit teflimony to 
this diftant age and people, that the 
wit of man never invented fuch ananu- 
dote againft monarchical and ariliocr- 
tical projetts, as a ftrong combination 
of truly democratical republics. By 
firi¢tly or truly democratical republics, 
the writer means republics, in which 
all the officers are Ae ume to time 
chofen by the people. 

The reafon is plain. As liberty 
and equality, or, as termed by Polybi- 


us, benignity, were the foundations of 
their inftitutions, and the energy of 


the government pervaded all the parts 
in things relating to the whole, 
counteracted, for the common weliarey 
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the defigns hatched by felfiflinefs in 
feparate councis, 
If folly or wickednefs prevailed in 
any parts, friendly offices and falutary 
meafures reltored tranquility. ‘Thus 
the public good was maintained, In us 
very formation, tyrannies and arilto- 
cracies fubmitted, by confent or com- 
puilion, Thus, the Ceraunians, Tre- 
zenians, Epidaurians, Megalopol:tans, 
Argives, Hermionians, and Phlyagi- 
ans, were received into the league, 
A happy exchange ! for hiftory in- 
forms us, that fo true were they to 
their noble and benevolent principles, 
that, imtheir diet, “no refolutions 


were taken, but what were equally ad- 


vantageousto the whole conteder:: 
andthe intereft of each part fo coniult- 
ed, as to leave no room for com- 
plaints,”” 

How ‘degrading would be the 
thought to a citizen of umted Ameri- 
ca, that the people of thefe flates, with 
intlicuttons beyond comparifon prefer- 
able to thofe of the Achean erent 
and fo vafl a fuperiority in other re- 
fpetts, fhould not have wifdom and 
virtue enough, to manage their affairs 
with as much prudence and affettion of 
one for another, as thefe ancients did ! 

Would this be doing juftice to our 
country ? the compofiion of her 
temper is excellent, and feems to be 
acknowledged equal to that of any na- 
tion in the world, Her prudence will 
guard its warmth againit two faults, to 
which it may be expofed—the one, an 
imitation of foreign falhions, which 
from imall things may lead to great. 
May her citizens afpire at a national 
dignity in every part of conduct, pri- 
vaie, as well as public! This will be 
influenced by the former, May fim- 
plicity be the characteriltic feature of 
their manners, which, inlaid in their 
other virtues and their forms of go- 
verument, may then indeed be com- 
pared, in the eaftern flile, to “* apples 
of gold, in pictures of filver,’”’ Thus 
will they long, and may they, while 
their rivers run, efcape the contagion 
of luxury—the fue of innocence de- 
bauched by folly, and the lineal pre- 
decellor of tyranny. The other fault, 
of which, as yet, there are no fymp- 
toms among us, isthe thirft of empire. 
This i$ a vice, that ever has. been, 
and, from the nature of things, ever 


mult be, fatal w republican torms of 


427 


overnment. Our wants are fources of 
vappinefs : ourdelires, of mifery, ‘Che 
abufe of profperity, is rebellion againit 
heaven ; and fucceeds actaling . 

Do the propofitions of gentlemen 
who obje&, offer to our view, any of 
the great points upon which, the 
fate, fame, or freedom of nations has 
turned, excepting what fome of them 
have fa:d about trial by jury, which has 
been frequently and fully an{wered ? 
Is there one of them calculated to re- 
gulate, and, if needful, to controul, 
thofe tempers and mealures of con- 
flituent parts of an union, that have 
been fo ostelid to the weal of every 
confederacy that has exifted? Do 
not fome of them tend to enervate 
the authority evidently defigned thus 
to regulate and controu! ? Do not 
others of them difcover a bias in their 
advocates to particular connexions, 
that, if indulged to them, would ena- 
ble perfons of lefs underflanding and 
virtue, to repeat the diforders, that 
have fo often violated public peace 
and honour P Taking them all to- 
gether, would they aHord as flrong a 
fecurity to our liberty, as the frequent 
election of the federal officers by the 
people, and the repartition of power 
among thofe officers, according to the 
peopofed fy item ? 

It may be anfwered, that they 
would be an additional fecurity. In 
reply, let the writer be permitted at 
prefent to refer to what has been faid, 

The principal argument of gentle- 
men who object, involves a direét 
proof of the point contended for by 
the writer of this addrefs, and, as far 
as itmay be fuppofed to be founded, 
a plain confirmation of hifloric evi- 
dence, 

They generally agree, that the great 
danger of a monarchy or ariffocracy 
among us, will arife from the federal 
f{enate. 

The members of this fenate, are to 
be chofen by men exercifing the fo- 
vereignty of their refpettive flates, 
Thefe men, therefore, muft be mo- 
narchically or ariflocratically difpof- 
ed, before they will choofe federal fe- 
nators thus difpofed ; and what merits 
particular attention, 1s, that thefe 
men mult have obtained an_overbear- 
ing influence in their refpective fates, 
before they could wih fuch difpofin- 
on aryive ai the exercife of the fove- 
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428 Addrefs to the governor of North Carolina, &e. 


reignty in them: or elfe, the like dif- 

polition mutt be prevalent among the 

people of fueh fates. 

Taking the caieenher way, 1s not 
this a diforder in parts of the union, 
and ought it not to be rectihed by the 
reli ? i, it reafonable to expect, that 
the difeafe will feize all at the fame 
ume? If tisnot, ought npt the 
found to poffefs a right and power, 
by which they may prevent the infec- 
tion from {preading ? 

Fromthe annals of mankind, thefe 
conclufions are deducibles—thac fates 
together may act prudently and he- 
neilly, and apart foolthly and knavith- 
iy ; but, that at is adehance ofall pro- 
tability, to fuppote, that Mates con- 
jorntly fhall act with folly and wick- 
ednets, and yet feparately wih wil- 
dom and wartue. FABIUS, 

Philadelphia, April 96, 1788. 

a Se ae ee -o-- 

Addrefs ta his excellency Samuel 
johufon, efq. governor of the 
frate of North Carelina and pre- 
fident of the late convention held 
at Hil/foorough. 

W kK. the underfigned citizens of 
the town of ‘arborough, im- 

prefled wih the liwelieft fenfe of the 
important motives which influenced 
the w fe and virtuous members of the 
grand federal conyentjon, held at Phi- 
ladelph a, beg leave to approach your 
excetle ncy, and exprefs our fincere 
approbation of the zeal vou have dif- 
played, to connect the flate of North 
Carolina to the general umion, and 
to thefe bleflings and happy confe- 
quences we expect to flow from a tree 
and energetic government, It wa 
duty we owe fo ourfeives, our country 
and pofterity, to pubirth every teflimo- 
py of ceprobation of the unhappy iffue 
ot that public meature which claimed 
the attention of our late convention 
in. Baillborough, and to record alfo 
our unequivocal applaufe, of the vir- 
tue, patniotiim, and excrtons, of 
eighty-two figtefmen, whote wiidom 
and charatters, we truff, will yet pre- 
ferve all that we conceive precious in 
this life, to ourfelves, and future ge- 
ncrations, 

United in the principles of your ex- 
cellency, we contemplated with emo- 
nons of pleafure and regret, this fmail, 
but wife and hrm band, flruggling a- 
geinlt a worrent of popular phreuzy, 


excited evidently to extiaguifh wha. 
ever hope remained to retiore 
faith, revive commerce, and promone 
agriculzure ; and though ther chow 
proved unfuccefsfal, they are not leh 
entitled to our gratuude ; at leall, thew 
exertions, and the federal principles 
of our numerous adherents, may pre. 
ferve us from indiferiminate odium, 
and probably recommend us at fom 
furure hour of calunnets and modern. 
on, to our place in the unued govern. 
ment, the only rock of faivanon a 
which we can repofe with conhdence 
and fafery, Well aflured that de 
molt difcerning of the majority, begs 
now to comprehend the danger « 
which their conduct was calculated » 
involve their country, themfelwes, and 
their fellow cuizens—we publdh ts 
declaration of our principles, deur. 
mined to rife and fail with the ones 
of America ; fupphecating your excl 
lency toemploy all the confiwtuness 
Means a, MUUCNCE MW Yeu power, 
to convince the adopting fates, or ther 
executives, that NorthCaroluna cope 
not to be included un general cree 
tion, but that a confiderable pan of 
her molt refpettable couzens are if 
attached to a federal fyflem, from per 
fuahion, that from it alone they ae 
expect exemption from domefic & 
furrection, defence trom foreign ave 
fon, anc continuance of the biethey 
of peace and general profperity, 
J arbor mugh, Aug. 20, 1788, 
ANS W ER, 
To the inhabitants of the town of Tie 
borough, 
Gentlemen 
you will be pleated to accept es 
fincere and grateful thanks ber 
your very polne and patnowue addreé 
of the 2oth of Auguft lafl, handed » 
mec this das ” 
¥ our approbation of the coydet d 
the minerty om the late convene 
at Hilliborough, mull be baght 
piealing to them under the parted é¢ 
apporniment of their endcayvoun ® 
avoid a feperaton from the coun 
of the unsted fates, 
It giwes me ple afore to bear free 
you, “* that the mott difcernmgel t« 
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Addrefs of the jufices of the court of Abbeville, 


ments, there is every reafon to hop* 
that they will purfue the molt effectual 
means, as fooa as polhble, to replace 
shis Gate im the unton, in which Imtua- 
nen alone the can appear reipect- 
able. 

Jam well affured that the caicens of 
his fate, were at no tume averic to a 
{-deral government ; but the proflerred 
{yliem appearing to many not fo per- 
fect ax they could with, and beleving 
that amendments might more certam- 
ly be obtained by poll ponrng the rate 
heaton, till after (he propeic d amend - 
ments were conidcred by a general 
convention, they adupred the mealures 
which you fo highly dilapprove. Thefe 
meafures were oppoted by the munon- 
ty, who offered reafons in fupport of 
thes opinion, which, I Magser myfelf, 
on a cool and deliberate rawell gatam, 
will have the wesght and influence, 
which wis to be lamented they had 
not at an cather period, 

I have the honour to be. with the 
wimolt conideration and regard, 

Genticmen, 


Your molt faxhful and obe- 
dieu lervant, 
{S.gned 


SAMUEL JOHNSTON. 


Ldeaton, September 3. 1788, 
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Addrefs of the puices of the court of 
Abbrmilc, io the Propic is ‘ag #8 
Aadeihuc ay, 


Hoiflern, 


E have lately, through warious 
channels, received mformatien 
that the ¢ ietonces, of yous fede of 
the meeuntacns, ave fexesved apany 1 


Sreach- Bread, and 


pares, and fultered very great cala- 
mie, Tromieane ameng you, whe 
prete nd to att by the auihoruy of 
governance, 
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ted on them, to abanden there fertle- 
ments and thee crops of corn, and fly 
to tha fide of the mountann, for peace 
and protes ton, A freendly betrer was 
written to thee, requ thing thea te re- 
turn aod lee sgare mm thew towne, 
and alto to fend m a runner, witha 
white flag, whech they were told wae 
facred by the law of nator, A few 
days after the, a party from among 
you, came to C.tico, and there mdr. 
dered two Indiane—men © neo had re- 
mamed m ther houtes, Ihe party 
then proceeded to Chilbowee, an 
raifed @ white Mag ; on whoch the Old 
Tall, Old Abraham, 5 fon, and 
the Leech, Indian cheefi, remaraable 
for sheer gourd offers and fidetty um 
the darkelt fieuanon of our afar, 
raifed a flag on their part, and come 
owt; they came under the protethon 
oft a flag of truce, & pretetthon save. 
lable even arwong it the melt barbarune 
ople, and m the charetier of am- 
afladers, a charatter held facred by 
the iaw and cuthory of natror, avd by 
the comfent of mankind in every age: 
b ef umder thes Chats wr, and wth the 
la red prot cttion “ a Hag, 
aitachked and murdered, 
¥ our bevbowns wil, te deviw, bara 
wt) ee lonement at thee 
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tified the moft friendly difpofition 
tewards your fettlements ; and when 
attacks have been meditated, or expe- 
ditions fet on foot againft you by the 
Creeks, have given you timely warn- 
yng of the danger. 

Far be it from us, to imagine that 
thefe wanton and inhuman injuries to 
peaceable and faithful allies—thefe 
unmanly attacks upon unarmed and 
urfufpecting favages—thefe violations 
of treaties, infraclions of the law of 
nations and rights of men, and wan- 
fon outrages on the feelings of huma- 
tity—have been perpetrated by the 
order, with the approbation, or even 
knowledge of the whole people whom 
we now addrefs: you feel, no iefs 
warmly than we do, the indignation 
and horror which fuch conduct ought 
to infpire in generous and noble te § ; 
but all people have bad men among 
them ; therefore it is highly incum- 
bent, that the virtuous and confiderate 
part of the community watch over 
the actions of the undeferving, to pre- 
ven them from involving their coun- 
try in calamities, to gratify their own 


bafe and unworthy pafhons, «+ 


By a ftri&t fearch you may find out 
the perfons who come within the a- 
bove defcription ; and you are bound, 
by every tie of juftice and honour, 
duty and fourd policy, to reftrain fuch 
as they are, from fimilar conduét in 
future. This .is what the Indtans 
themfelves have done, in lately fen- 
tencing to death one of their people, 
who was concerned in killing a wha 
man belonging to this ftate. 

We, therefore, being citizens of 
the united ftares with yourfelves, anu- 
cipate the evils that-mul neceffarily 
flow from the impropriety of palling 
unnoticed fuch mifcondu& in a few 
individuals, atttng from the meaneft 
and bafell motives, and which, as far 
as is knewn to us, appears to be total- 
ly unprovoked on the part of the 
Cherokees, and which may tend to 
defeat the treaty now on foot between 
the Creeks and Georgians, under the 
aufpices of congrefs; and which, 
from the juft and peaceable difpofiti- 
ons of the Indian chiefs, gives us rea- 
fon to hope for the moft happy effects, 

We flatter ourfelves this letter wil! 
have its due effe¢t, im preventing fuch 

diforders for the future, as we can af- 
fure you, on our parts, it proceeds 


Affociation of the merchants of Philadelphia, Bc, 


from our fincere affection towards 
you, and a with to reftore peace ang 
tranquility to all parties. 
We have the honour to be 

_ very refpetifully, he, 
John Bowie, Patrick Calhoun, 
Charles Goodwin, Andrew Pickens 
R. A. Replay, Robert Anderfon, 
R. G. Harper, — William Batkin, 
William Shaw, A. Hamilton, 
A. Cy, Jones, James Lincoln, 
Abbevtlle county, South Carolina, 

July 9, 1788. 
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Affoctation of the merchants of Phila 
delphia, to prevent /muggling, ene 
tered into, Jume 1786, 

HEREAS there is reafon to 
believe that in fome late ins 
flances the revenue has been defraud» 
ed of the duties payable on the impor 
tation of merchandife into this flate ; 
the fubfcribers, merchants and traders 
of the city of Philadelphia, do hereby 
declare their entire dilap robation of 
fuch pra¢tices, which, ~ depriving 
the ftate of its revenue, may difable 
it from doing juftice to the public cre. 
ditors, and materially injure the fair 
trader. And as thefe pernicious prac 
tices admit of no palliation from any 
con‘.leration that the monies arifing 
from the impoft are to be applied with. 
out our confent, to the benefit of fo- 
reign matters, fo they muft be in the 
higheft degree difhonourable and in- 
moral, 

The fubfcribers therefore pledge 
themfelves to the public, and to one 
another, that they will not only avoid 
in themfelves the praétice they repro- 
bate, but will expofe it in others, 
whenever it {hall come to their know- 
ledge. 

9 DDD ~~ 


Petition of the Society for propagating 
the gofpel among the Indians and 
others tn North Amertca, to the 
honourable the fenate, and the ho- 
nourable houfe of reprefentatives, of 
the commonwealth of Mafachu/etts. 


6 fociety for propagating the 
gofpel among the Indians and 0- 
thersin North America, beg leave to 
thew, that one defign of our venera- 
ble fathers in emigrating to this land, 
was profeffedly to extend the know- 
ledge of our glorious Redeemer among 
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Infiru€tions to the deputies from Northumberland, 431 


the favage natives; that this defign 
was exprefled and enjoined under 
both the charters granted by the pa- 
rent fate to this colony ; and is. in 
the opinion of the fociety, neceifary 
and fuitable at all mes to be purlued 
by a people who profefs chriflianity. 

‘That the end for which this focie- 
ty was inftituted by the legiflature, 
wastoatiend ¢o this important circum- 
fiance, and proveto the European 
world, who are at a great expence in 
purfuing this object among us, that we 
were not inattentive toit. It is the 
defire, the defign, and the ambition 
of the foctety, to purfue the ends and 
purpofes, fer which they were incor- 
porate - 

‘Lhe want of funds alone prevents 
them from exerting themfelves in 
propagating the gofpel among the In- 
dians, and extending the means of 
chriftian knowledge among thofe of 
the inhabitants of this land who are 
now deftitute of them, 

‘They humbly requeft your honours 
to recommend to his excellency the 

overnor to iffue a brief, to be read 
in all the churches of this common- 
wealth, requefling the aid of all piouf- 
ly difpofed perfons, in carrying on 
this truly benevolent defign, and afk- 
ing their contributions, in {pecie, pub- 
lic fecurities, or any other property, 
to enable the fociety to fend the know- 
Jedge of our glorious Redeemer, among 
thoie who are now perifhing for lack 
of vifion, and to extend the means of 
inftruction to our fellow. citizens in 
the eallern and other parts of the flate, 
who are now deflitute of them. 

The fociety are net infenfible of 
the dithculties and embarraffments of 
the prefent day, and they are forry to 
alk the aid of their fellow citizens at 
atime fo diftrefling, but they cannot 
be eafy to remain any longer inattive 
from purfuing the great objetis of 
their appointment. The collections 
upon this o¢ccation will be free, and 
they do not with them to be fo large 
as to caufe diltrefsto any. A mite 
thrown into the treafury of the focie- 
ty by every individual in the ftate, 
would amount to a large fum, and 
would enable them to publifh the glad 
tidings of great joy arnong thofe who 
are now fetting in darknefs, and in 
the region of the fhadow of death, 

Your honours will pardon the {o- 


ciety for addrefling you on this occafi- 
on, andrequefting this favour at your 
hands; they can. fcarcely fuppofe, 
however, an apology to be neceflary 
for applyimg to chrillian rulers upoa 
a fubject jehach relates fo immediately 
to the honour of the Author and F1- 
nifher of our faith, Your honours will 
be pleafed to obferve, that the fociery 
are not afkinga favour for themfelves, 
but are fupplicating for thofe, who 
now fulfer in their interefi: they are 
befeeching your honours to purfue a 
defign, of which our venerable fathers 
never loft fight, and to do what *may 
be highly acceptable to that bein 
upon whom the welfare of ilates on 
empires effentially depends. 

They take the liberty to obferve, 
that the peace and hammony which 
prevailed in general betWeen the Ine 
dians bordering on the northern flatew 
of the union, and the citizens there- 
of, during the late war, may ina geod 
meafure be attributed to the exertions 
of the miflionaries who were fuppor:- 
ed among them ; and that perhaps at 
may not now be an objeét of lefs poh- 
tical confequence, to continue and 
encourage their exertions, asthe Brn- 
tifh are practiling every art to induce 
the Indians to retire from among «as, 
into the more interior paris of the 
continent, that they may fecure to 
themfelves exclufively the benefits of 
the fur trade, andtheir alkance in any 
future 1upture. 

The fociety cannot doubt the at- 
tention of the honourable court to a 
fubjeGi fo important ; they hope for a 
compliance with their requefl, and as 
in duty bound, fhall ever pray. 

Inthe name and by order of the 

fox iety, 
Francis Dana, 
Edward Wigglefworth, 
Peter Thacher. 
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Infiruflions to the deputies appointed 
by the citizens of Northumberland 
county, to attend the conference at 
Lancafter, on the firft Monday «7 
November, 1788, to recommend pro- 
per perfons to reprefent the jiate 
of Pennfylvania in the lowes house 
of the new congrefs. 

Gentlemen, 
N your attendance at the confer- 
euce to be held at Lancafler, on 
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492 Proclamation. 


the firft Monday in November next, 
for the purpofe of recommending 
proper perfons to reprefent this ftace in 
the new congrefs, we defire you to pay 
attention tothe following inilruttiens : 
Let integrity and decency of cha- 
ratter be confidered as the firft qualifi- 
cation—induftry and application to 
bufinefs as the fecond. No brilliancy 
of talents, or fhew of knowledge, 
fhould atone for the want of the above 
qualiues. ‘Thirdly, extenfive infor- 
mation, and fome degree of practice 
in agriculture, commerce, and manu- 
fattures, with a general knowledge of 
the laws of the land, are neceflary. 
But as 1 may be objefted, that men 
qualified in ail the above refpetts, 
cannot eafily be found—and that dif- 
ferent men adapted to the different in- 
terells mull bechofen, we recommend 
fomething of the following kind : 
That two able merchants, who may 
attend to the interells of commerce, 
ene perfon remarkably attached to the 
principles of manufactures, and an 
eminent law charatter, with four fub- 
{tantial yeomen, fhould form our re- 
prefentation in congrefls, _ : 
Although as Pennfylvamians we de- 
clare ourfelves a¢tuated by one com- 
mon intereft, and abhor every idea of 
national diflinétion ; yet as a refpetta- 
ble body of our fellow citizens {peak 
the German language, we are of opi- 
nion, that a part of the reprefentation 
fhould be qualified to do bufinefs in 
that language ; and accordingly re- 
psec. this fubjeét as a matter wor- 
thy of your attention, 
W. MACLAY, chairman. 
Ofeber 16, 1788, 
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A proclamation by the prefident and 
Supreme executive council of the 
commonwealth of Pennfylvaria. 

AS& beft and greatelt of beings 

commanded mankind into exill- 
ence witha capacity for happinefs, 
beftowing upon them underitanding 
and many ‘‘ good gifts,’”’ fo when 
they, by an abufe of the blefflings thus 
entrulled, had involved themfelves in 
guilt and mifery, his compaflion was 
extended towards them, and in ** his 
tender mercies,’’ not only ** feed time 
and harveft and cold and heat, and fum- 
mer and winter, and day and night,”’ 
were cenunyed unto them, but “* the 


etetnal purpofes’” were revealed, and 
the heavenly treafures opened, to fee 
fore the human race to the tranfcen. 
dent privilege from which by tranf. 
grellion they were fallen : and in this 
“* marvellous work,”’ the laws of right. 
eoufnels have heen with fuch infinite 
wifdom adjufled, and united to the 
obligations of nature, that while they 
jointly tend to promote the felicity of 
men in a future flate, they evidently 
co-operate to advance their welfare in 
the prefent ; and to offend againft the 
fanctions of revelation, or the dittates 
of reafon and confcience, is affuredly 
tobetray the joys of this life, as well 
as thofe of another : 

Wherefore, as we are entirely per. 
fuaded that juitimpreflions of the Dei« 
ty are the great fupports of morality, 
and as the experience of ages demon- 
firates, that regularity of manners jg 
effential tothe tranquility and _profpe- 
rity of focieties, and the afliflance of 
the Almighty, on which we rely, to 
eflablith the ineftimable bleflings our 
afflicted country is contending for, 
cannot be expetied without an obfer. 
vance of his holy laws, we efleem it 
our principal and indifpenfable duty 
to endeavour, as much as wecan, that 
a fenfe of thefe interefting truths may 
prevail in the hearts, and appear in the 
lives of the inhabitants of this flate; 
and therefore have thought proper to 
iffue this proclamation, fincerely de- 
firing that they, ferioufly meditating 
on the many, fignal, and unmerited 
benehts of public and private import, 
conferred upon them, the a 
invitations and munificent promufes 0 
divine goodnefs, and “ the terrors 
fet in array”’ againft the difobedient, 
may be urged to exert themfelves in 
avoiding. difcountenancing, and fup- 
prefling all vice, profanenefs, and im- 
morality, and feeling a due gratitude, 
love, and veneration for their molt 
gracious, allwife, and omnipotent Be- 
nefactor, Sovereign, and Judge, and 
a correipondent temper of refignation 
to the Silpeataniote of his fupreme 
government, may become a_ people 
** trufting inhim, in whom they live 
and move ; and doing good :” 

And to the intent that thefe defirae 
ble ends may be forwarded, all perfous 
are hereby fervently exhorted, to ob- 
ferve the Lord’s day, commonly cate 


led Sunday, and thereon conftanily to 
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attend the worfhip of God, asa fer- 
vice pleafing co him who is ** a hearer 
of prayer,” and condefcends to “* inha- 
bit the praifes of his people,’’ and 
srohtable to themfelves, a neglect of 
which duty has, in a rhultitude of in- 
fances, beet the beginning of a devi- 
gion into the ways of prefumption, 
that at length have led into the deep- 
eft diflvefles and fevereft forrows, 

And as the education of youth is of 
fo much moment to themfelves, and to 
the commonwealth; which cannot 
fourifh, unlefs that important point 
be diligently regarded, the fentiments, 
difpofitions and habits being then ge- 
nerally formed; that pervade the reft 
ef their lives, all parents, guardians, 
mailers, and tutors, are hereby flrenu- 
oully called upon, to difcharge the 
high truft committed to them, and for 
which they muff account, by a faithful 
sitention, that thofe under their care 
inay be nurtured in piety, filial reve- 
tence, fubmifhon to fuperiors in age 
or ftation, modefty, fincerity, benevo- 
lence, temperance, induftry, confilten- 
cy of behaviour, and a frugality regu- 
jated by an humble reliance on provi- 
dence, and a kind refpeét for others ; 
that their inexperienced minds may be, 
by wholefume inftruétions, fully con- 
vinced, that whatever employment 
they are defigned for, virtue will be a 
chief promoter of fuccefs, and irregu- 
larity of conduét the greatelt obflacle 
to it; that the intelleétual faculties 
are aided by moral improvements, but 
weakened by illicit courfes ; and in 
brief, that religion is the frierid of their 
peace, health; and happinefs, and that 
to difpleafe their Maker, or to trefpafs 
againit their neighbour, is inevitably 
to injure themfelves, 

And we expeft and hereby require, 
that all well difpofed perfons, and ef- 
pecially thofe in place of authori- 
ty, will, by their converfation and de- 
meanor, encourage and promote piety 
and vittue, and to their utmoft contri- 
bute to the rendering thefe qualities 
truly laudable and neesalie and 
the contrary prattices juftly fhameful 
and contemptible, that thus the influ- 
ence of good men, and the dignity of 
the laws, may be combined in repref- 
fing the follies and infolencies of {corn 
ers and profligates, in diretiing the 
weak and thoughtlefs, and in preferv- 
mg them from the pernicious contagi- 

Vou, v. No. V 


on of evil examples + and for further 
promoting fuch reformation, it is 
hereby enjomed that’ all magifrates, 
and others, whom it may concern, be 
very vigilant and exact in difcevering, 
profecuting, and punifhing all perions, 
who fhall be niles of profanation of 
the Lord’s Soy: commonly called 
Sunday, blafphemy, profane {wearing 
of ys i drunkennefs, lewdnefs, or 
other diffolute immoral practices ; 
that they fupprefs all gaming houfes, 
and othe? diforderly lioufes ; that they 
put in execution the aét of the general 
affembly, entitled ** an att for the 
fupprefhon of vice and immorality,”’ 
and all other laws now in force for the 
punifaing and fupprefling any vice, 
profanenefs, or immofality : and for 
the more effectual proceeding herein, 
all judges and jultices, having cogni- 
tance in tlie premifes, are diretted to 
give firict charges at their refpettive 
courts and fefhons, for the due profe- 
cution and punifhment of a!! who fhall 
prefume to offend in any of the kinds 
afotefaid, and alfo ofall {uch as, contra- 
ry to their duty, fhall be remifs or negli- 
gerit in putting the laws in execution: 
and that they do, at their refpettive 
courts and feffions, caufe this procla- 
mation to be publicly read, immedi- 
ately before the charge is given : and 
every minifler of the gofpet is requeft- 
ed ftrongly to inculcate in the refpec- 
tive congregations where they offici- 
ate, a love of piety and virtue, and an 
2bhorrence of vice, profanenefs and 
immorality. 
Given in council, under the hand of 
the prefident, and the feal of the 
frate, at Philadelphia, this twen- 
tieth day of November, intheyea® 
of our Lord one thoufand feven 
hundred and erghty-two. 
JOHN DICKINSON, 


+0 SSeS e- 


PROCLAMATION. 
By his excedlency Arthur St, Clarr, 
efquire, governor and command:r 
in chief of the territory of the u- 
nited flates, nerth-wefl of the river 
Ohio. 
To all perfons to whom thefe pre- 
Jonts fhall come, grecting. 
\ HEREAS, by the ordinance 


of conerefs, of the agth of 


{% 1787, for the government ef 
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the territory ofthe united flates, north- 
well of the river Ohio, it 1s directed, 
that for the due execution of procefs, 
civil and criminal. the governor fhall 
make proper divifions of the faid ter- 
ritory, and proceed, from time to 
time, as circumftances may require, 
to lay out that part of the fame, where 
the Indian titles fhall have been extin- 
guifhed, into counties and townthips, 
fubjett to future alteration, as therein 
{pecified, 

Now know ye, that it appearing 
to me to be neceflary, for the purpof- 
es abovementioned, that a coutity 
fhould immediately be laid out, I 
have ordained 8 ordered, and by 
thefe prefents do ordain and. order, 
that all and fingular the lands lying 
and being within the following boun- 
daries, viz. ; 

Beginning on the bank of the Ohio 
river, where the weftern boundary 
line of Pennfylvania croffes it, and 
runing with that line to lake Erie ; 
thence along the fouthern fhore of 
the faid lake, to the mouth of the 
Cayahoga river; thence up faid ri- 
ver to the portage between *it and 
the Tufcarawa branch of Mufkingum ; 
thence down that branch to the Forks 
at the croflng place above Fort Law- 
rence: thence with a line to be drawn 
wellerly to the portage on that branch 
of the Big Miami, on which the fort 
flood, that was taken by the French 
in 1752, until it meets the road from 
the lower Shawanie town to San- 
dufky ; thence fouth to the Scioto ri- 
ver ; thence with that river to the 
mouth, and. thence up the Ohio river 
to the place of beginning—fhall be a 
eounty, and the fame is hereby erected 
mto a county, named, and hereafter to 
be called the county of, W.afhington : 
and the faid county. of Wabhington 
fhaill have and enjoy all and fingular 
the farifdittion, rights, litferties, pri- 
vileges, and immunities whatfoever to 
a county belonging and apperiaining, 
and which any other county that mav 
hercafter be eretied and laidout, thall 
or ought te enjoy, conformably to 
the mi sta. of congrefs before men- 
tioned, 

In. witnefs whereof I haye hereun- 
to fet my hand, and caufed the feal of 
the territory to be affixed, this o6th 
day of July, in the thirteenth year of 


the independence of the united Rates, 


and in the year of our Lord one ‘thou 
{and feven hundred and eighty-eight, 
Signed, A. St. CLAIR, 
$$ DOD @]-0-~ 


A meffcge from the prefident and fe 
preme executive council, to the ge 
neral affembly of Pennfylvania, 

Gentlemen, 


\ NJ E are happy in the belief, 1h 
the affairs of the flate 

the profpects of the union, atlord 

juft foundation to addrefs the leg tl. 

ture in terms of congratulation, 

The principal difficulties which ob. 
ftructed the adoption of the federal 
conftiution have been happily over. 
come ; the prejudice and fulpicion 
that were awakened by the appearance 
of that fyftem, have been gradually 
lulled, and we can ne longer douby 
that all thofe flates, which have been 
fuccefsfully allied to obtain the inde. 
pendence of America, will againbe 
united in that belt means of giving 
Rtrength, dignity, and ftability to the 
national charatter, Nor can it be 
deemed vifionary or unreafonable, to 
afcribe to the influence of the new go- 
vernment, the liberal: attention and 
encouragement which of late have 
been bettowed upon domeftic arts and 
manufactures ; the {pirit of indullry 
and awconomy that has fpread itelf 
through every order of fociety ; and 
the perfett amity which fubfifts at the 
period amongft the inhabitants of the 
feveral ftates. 

From the fame fource that has thus 
revived the hope of: internal order 
and happinefs, we cannot fail to de- 
rive the refpect and confidence of fo- 
reign nations. For in the great i- 
tercourfe of independent countries, 
the proper title to reciprocal advan- 
tage is the power each enjoys of pro- 
tetting its own commerce, and the 
difpofition which each évincesto main 
tain its own credit. Experience ha 
demonftrated the inconveniences of a 
government in which that power dees 
not refide, and‘ has taught us to be: 
lieve, that a more happy effeét will 
naturally flow from agovernment dif- 
ferently conflituted, And: while the 
fovereignties of Enrope are futtering 
all the calamities of anextenfive war, 
it muft yield a laudable fatisfaction to 
every patriotic mind, that we enjoy 


the profitable opportunity of impso¥e 
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jae the great advantages that lie before 


S. : 
: Imprefled with thefe fentiments, 
we are ready to declare, that in every 
aft that can promote the welfare of 
the union, or the interefis of this tate, 

we fhal!, in the manner molt benehci- 

ai to the public, moll chearfully exer- 

cife that yurtfdiction which the con- 

flitutton has confided tous. And as 

we {ball be folicttous on every occa- 

fion to concur in the defigns, and to 

advance the intentions of the legifla- 

cure, We trufl that the harmony of our 
proceedings will produce au additional 

confidence in our conftituents, and 

ive a proper energy to the admini-. 
ration of public affairs. 


Gentlemen, 


It may be neceffary to make provi- 
fion by law for the appointment of 
perfons to difcharge the duties of the- 
rifls, in cafes of contefted elections, m 
which it may not be expedient for the 
executive immediately to decide, and 
in which the former fherifls, who have 
been in office three years, cannot con- 
fiitutionatly aé. 

The tax laws fhould in our opinion 
be revifed; the affeffments of the pub- 
lic taxes are in many inftances une- 
qual, and their colleétion generally ex- 
penfive, uncertain, and dilatory, 

_ The following refervations fhould, 
in theopinion of council, be made for 
the commonwealth, viz. 1. Prefque 
Ille, formed by Lake Erie. 2. Le 
Beuf, atthe head of the navigation of 
French C?eek ; and 3. The lands 
adjacent to the mouth of the Cone- 
wango, in the county of Allegheny. 
_The commiffioners, appointed by 
virtue of the a@t, entitled, * An att 
to appropriate the fum of two thou- 
fand pounds of the public monies 
to the laying out and making of an 
highway frou the wetflern parts of 
Cumberland county to the town of 
Pitttbargh ; and to authorife the pre- 
fident in council to appoint commiii- 
oners to kay out the fame,” have laid 
out that road, which we have con- 
firmed as far as the town of Bedford, 
We think a review of that part which 
lies weflward of the town of Redford 
abfolutely neceflary ; but as the ma- 
ney appropriated for laying out and 
completing the faid road, isnearly ex- 
peuded, we cannot proceed in the re- 
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425 


view without the further direétions 
and aid of the legiflature. 

We fuggeft to the legiflature, the 
propriety of diretting engravings of 
the boundary lines of this flaie, and 
the publication of the reports of the fe- 
veral commillioncrs who complcted 
thofe lines, 

We have not obferved on the 
printed journals of the late houfe, that 
any order hath been taken on the re- 
commendation of congrefs with ref- 

tt to convitts imported into thefe 
ick from the Bnufh dominions, 
which recommendation was laid be- 
fore that houfe by council, 

We tranfmit herewuh two letters 
from the fecretary of congrefs, of the 
28th of July, 1785, and eed of Octo- 
ber, 1788, inwhich council are re- 
quefted to fupply him wih thirteen 
copies of the laws of the common. 
wealth ; this cannot be done, unlefs a 
number are printed for the purpofe ; 
we alfo tranimita letter from the fame, 
dated the 7th of November, 1788, en- 
clofing the journals of congrefs from 
Auguit the goth, to the end of the fe- 
deral year, A letter from the delegates 
of this late in the congrefs of the. a- 
nited flares, on the fubjeti of a refo- 
lution of the general aflembly of the 
th of October lal, alfo accompanies 
Sole meflage. 

Colonel! Febiger’s reprefentation 
on fome late attempts to avoid the 
payment of duties on merchandize 
fold by auétion, is fubmitted to the ge- 
neral affembly, 

THOMAS MIFFLIN, prefident. 

Councit CHamsBer, 
Philadelphia, Nov. 12, 1788. 


OS SS--0- 


Faéts concerning the butternut tree of 
North-America,—-From dr, Mit- 
chel’s journal, 

HE butternut tree grows luxuri- 
antly im many places, and is 
fometimes fo large as to meafure ten 
feet in circumference, It is a {pecies 
of juglans, {eemingly not noticed by 

Linneus, and although mentioned by 

Cutler (Memoirs of the American 

academy of arts and {ciences, vol.1, 

p- 49e-) among the valuable indige- 

nous vegetables ef the united ftates, has 

been palfed over, without a narrative 
of its particular ufes and virtues, 


The bark affords, by boiling in wa- 
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ter, anextratt that is found, by expe- 
rience, to poflefs a purgative qualuy. 
"This is fafe, gentle, and efficacious ; 
and when adminiflered in dofes, 
from fifteen to forty grains, operates 
downwards without griping. it was 
rouch ufed in the continental army 

during the late war, and proyeda goo 

{ubflitate for jalap, rhubarb, and other 
cathartics of foreign produtiwn, 
"The country people in feyerald:ftricts, 
keep it for their families, and pre- 
ice itas a domeilic medicine ; ome 
of them haye even been profitably 
buficd in preparingthe extract for fale 
to practitioners of phyfic, apothecaries, 
and houfekeepers, both in this country 
and abroad, 

Jt is an excellent medicine in thofe 
d:feafes where gentle purging and mild 
cathartics are proper, and therefore it 
is faid to have been remarkably fer- 
viceable in dyfenteries, hamorrho:ds, 
gonorrhzas, and other ailments, 

This remedy feems peculiar to 
North-America ; it epppears not to 
he employed in medical prattice in 
Europe ; I never knew it prefcribed 
i the inhrmaries at London, Paris, 
or Edinburgh, nor has it been feceiy- 
ed into any of the pharmacopeias, 

Befides its ufe in private practice, it is 
excellently adapted, from us cheapnefs, 
tothe purpofes of hofpitals, difpen fa- 
ries, navies andcamps, If then, phy- 
ficians and furgeons in foreign coun- 
tries, can be encouraged to pyetcribe 
this extrattto their patients, they will 
not only bring into general vogue aufe- 
ful medicine, but will likewife make ita 
lucrative arucie of commerce, for ex- 
portation fromm this quarter of the globe, 

It ncedyicarcely to be mentioned, 
that the fut of this tree is very rich, 
rfoulent, and oily ; and that the bark 
js wled for dying cloth wih yarious 
fades of brown. 
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Bfithod of making foep from myrtie- 
wax. Ina letter from Thomas Bee, 
efq. to the chairmen of the come 
mittee of the South Carclina fociety 
Jor promoting and improving agr}- 
culture and other rural conceras, 

Dear fir, 
° S the following account may be 
ibe means of inducing other ex. 
periments, and eventually of adding 
ap sddsional export to the produd)s of 


Method of making foap from myrtle wax, Ge. 


this fave, I think it an objcA 
the attention of your fociety, 
Having heard feyeral converfanos 
lately on the great quantity of fo 
that had been produced from myn 
wax, curiofity led me to make an « 
perunent in my own family ; and 
procured from a lady who had 
ready tried it—an account of the ne 
celfary proces, which 1s as follows: 
To has bufhels and a half of com 
mon wood afhes was added haif 
buthel of unflacked lime ; thefe bex. 
well mixed together, were put ina 
cafk that could contain about 
gallons, which was then filled cm 
water, Jn forty-eight hours, the lye 
was flrong enough to bear an egg, |; 
was then drawn off, and from fix 
cight gallons of it put into ac 
kettle, capable of containing show 
twenty five gallons ; to this were added 
only four pounds of common myn. 
wax, This was kept boiling over aces. 
fant. fleady fire, from nine o'clock in 
the morning ull three in the afternoon, 
For the firl three or four hours a {vp. 
ply of flrong " - added from ume 
to ime, until the hquor appeared bi 
foft foap ; then fe eee ion 
ed in occahonally, and the whole fre. 
quently well firred with a ladle, Af. 
ter fx hours boiling, two quasts of 
common Jarge grain falt were throws 
into the kettle, which was left one 
hour more to fimmer over a flow fre, 
The hquor was then put into two large 
tubs to cool, where it continued twen- 
ty four hours ; and then the foap was 
taken out, wiped clean, and put todry, 
The next day i was weighed, whea 
the produce appeared to be forty nine 
pounds two ounces, of gocd fold 
foap, from the materials and by the 
rocefs before mentioned, W hat the 
[os of the weight may be, when the 
foap is thoroughly dry, mufl be atcer- 
tained hereafter ; but I have been »- 
formed by one who made the tual, 
that at the end of fix wecks it was ree 
Ts trifling, 

-o > == @ -- 
Thoughts om the culture of tae feare 
tity ree, 

Mephin, 8.C. OMober 4, 1788, 

BOU three months fince, I 

fave the public an account 
the progrefs and flare ofthe Humingy 
don for fearcity) root, then growing 


* 
upon this plantajion, 
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At that time a dronght prevailed, 
which threatened detiruction to the 
crops of ce and corn um thes quarter 
the Huntingdon root was not im a- 
gy refpect injured ; on the contrary, 
ut rapidly increafed in growth, both 
quot and Jeaves ; the quantity of the 
later (which were repeatedly gather - 
ed for feeding cattle) was amazing!y 
great. Some ten days ora fortnight 
afier that communication was made, 
we wore vifited by very heavy falls of 
run, which, as the root was fituated 
wn a deep valley of meadow land, en- 
urely overflowed 1—Some tome was 
required for drawing off the water, 
but as repeated heavy thowers follow - 
ed, it was mmpratiicable to keep the 
furface of fuch forl drv. The leaves 
faded, and foon failed, and the roors 
began fo rot, 

On the soth September, fuch of 
then as appeared to be found, &q1 in 
pumber, the remains of upwards of 
s600, were drawn out of the ground, 
Of thefe 841, many of them, wah- 
out leaves, weighed trom 6 to 10 
1-elb, each—the refl from 1 to 5 and 


a. . 

Notwithfanding the difafler which 
the: felt effay has futtered, owing ro 
ymproper fo:l, or rather to a deficien- 
cy in proper prepatatoon of the ground, 
my aitempt is not unrewarded—from 
lets than one quarter of an acre, I have 
obtained upwards of gs00elb, wer! ® 
of food wholefome for caule, and 
ant inferior to any of the beer kend 
for the table, nor thall Ibe difcou- 
raced from a farther trial, of L lwe gill 
February next, but I imend, if i re- 
cewe feed in due tune, to make a 
winter expernment, 

1 have Cooned Phat this root, call- 
ed mangel wurzel and root of tcare uy, 
has been long planted by the Germans 
in Penefylvanca, from whence proba- 
biy feed may be procured, 

HENRY LAURENS, 
On the culture of pemprons, 
AST wontera frend m Philadel. 

4 pha, fent me a few pummpeon 
Of pormar feed. of a fort which | had 
never before feen ; thele were plani- 


yorT . 


‘ i‘ 
One fourth of an acre of ex en miuhe 


bower Sumery of thea fate to pera * 

sa & nh ! ’ 
hiITheTS. i @ ery grea ” = 

buthets of goed corm will weegh abarut 


‘. ’ 


Thoughts on the culture of pumpions, Be. a 


ed in Aprnl—ooly five {cca vegetated ; 
from the woes of the five Lhave ga- 
thered twenty pumkins (a great many 
had rotted}, he wines had fiutbered 
by dronght, but more from bere tut- 
focared, by commen pumkin Vines, 
and from catabath, which bad grown 
{pentancoufly, and were negletted 
while I was mm Charleflon wm Mey 
and Jame. The tweety pomkins are 
ail of an) Or ommmon ty targe fire, 
The four lareell meafure in circum 
ference and wes, vis, 


tq feet a inch goth, 
i~4 — 7 inches (4 
i—4 tt 43 
—sq eeenemmmemanes “* 
Cows eat thefe m preterer et er 


cCrvrnrrieet pomk n. Serd ffiay be pro- 
cured from Penofylvane. #1. LL. 

Oe the callare af Ceiare tre, te 

N the late fpring, thee rgh the grad - 

nefs of my frend col, More, | 
procered from jamarca three half piyts 
of Coumnea-gratt- feed, which | plant. 
ed wathe drills on one fourth of an acre 
of very indifferent lared : the feed 
iprang and toon cowered the ground 
with grafs four Feet tngh and upwards : 
berg defirous of faving as much feed 
at pothble, 1] cus beat Oe bereetiec of 
grafs for hories, They cat u all with 
great av dnt, 

In A ig a, ! took none f ihe gra 4 
roots and deviuded 1 inte twenty -ehe 
parts, wheh were smemediaircly re. 
planted ; every part toon reoen, and 
the whole are now arowrng very finee 
ly and feeding, | amof opmmon the 
gratis will make the beit pallures we 
can with ter, m the 
the Rate, 
4 vall larved on 
( harlellon nex ie and preve very bee 
poe fy ral taihe cy, t roe former ex- 


perience, | have rrafon t: 


rparts of 
pariicrratiy Na tworkd he 


Powe gere es Cer iit > te 


cleve t 


Ccummea grafs  perenmal—«a is ev! 
ly manage A feepeites Pest ce gu d 
haend. aher wheh « will take ca 
ot otfelf, 

[ am mformed, a geertleman, nmetr 
K ineft ”, 4 lames, weekes ip - 
wards of icecl. i » pera rn f 
(puinea gral bos jin l.. 
4 chrapand cory goed gree f 
] cytt : ' ’ 

tf + ; i " , 

‘ ‘ov ’ wate ; 
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boiling afflumes a beautiful pale green 
—iiren carefully pour olf the water. 

The mixture put upon good 
brown or whited brown paper ina bafk- 
ei, the remains of water willftrain out, 
and the mixture form into a hard cake. 

For infide work common gum 
water will ferve to mix it—for out- 
fide, linfeed or train oil, 

My hrf attempt was 6!b. of each 
i ient put into fx gallons of wa- 
ter, boiled flowly, but conftanily, 
ten hours. 

Afterwards I made up golb. of each 
ingredient. 

fhe paint recommended by the 
Bath agriculiural fociety, vol. ed. 
page 114, made of train oil, rozin 
and brimitone, and coloured by white 
lead, Spanifh brown or yellow oker, 
is very cheap, and I believe very 
good, I have had three confiderable 
out-houfes painted with it ata trifling 
expence, If the firft coat is laid on 


with a mixture of white lead, though 
a jittle more expenfive, and the f{e- 
cond coat a mixture of Spanifh brown, 
it produces a very pretty colour, fecls 


and looks like varnifh. 

It is faid this paint ** will make 
timber and boards endure for ages, 
and prevent rain from penetrating 
brick work,”’ ER, dee 


~0-§ @@=>-0-~ 


Remarks on the culture of Burnet 
grafs. 

T is well known to gentlemen, 
who are but a little converfant with 
acricultural writers, that there are feve- 
ral forts of grafles, which have been 
cultivated in Europe of late years, to 
the great profit of the farmer, which 
have not yet prevailed in this coun- 
try. We have generally confined our 
atiention to clover and fox-tail, or 
herti’s grafs. Thefe are good, but 
unfortunately for the farmer, they are 
apt to run out in ayear or two, and 
to be fucceeded with a natural grafs, 
of finall value. Saintfoin and lu- 
erne grafs are much preferred in Eu- 
rope to thefe, and when properly cul- 
tivated, have yielded prodigious 
crops, and will continue in che ground 
for many years. M, Duhamel, ace- 
lebraied writer of France, mentions 
ten thoufand pounds, or about four 
tonsand a half of dried hay, from a 
piece of faintfoin, a little more than 
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three quarters of an acre, M, de Cha. 
teauvieux, equally illuftrious as a huf. 
bandiman, .and for holding the firk of 
hice in the government of Geney 
tells us in his writings, that he cut, 
piece of lucerne of a an acre, fir 
umes ina year, and had fificen thou, 
fand three hundred pounds of hay, | 
have been informed by a gentlemar 
who was enthe fpoi, that he faw Ip 
cerne Cultivated fome years fince i 
the garden of colonel Chandler, junr, 
of Worcelter, which was two feet and 
upwards high, and grew fo as to pro. 
duce three crops in the fame year, 
Both of thefe grafles have been fewn 
by feveral gent emen the laft year, and 
appear with a very promifing afpedi, 
The approaching featon will oe ies 
an opportunity to acquaint the pub- 
lic with the refult of their expen. 
ments. I faw fome lucerne in 
neighbourhood the laft feafon, whic 
grew knee high within a fhort fpaee 
after 1t was fown, Thisgrafs willcome 
to perfection the firll year, if it is 
fown alone, as was the fpecimen which 
1 a : . 
ut there is another fpecies of 

much celebrated in Routes! Lie 
peculiar excellencies, which appeas 
worthy the attention of thofe gentle 
men, who, to their honour, are nov 
making experiments for the promoti- 
on of - agriculture of their country, 
I mean bornet-grafs, It has grew 
recommendations in that firlt per- 
formance of the kind, the Compler 
Farmer, publifhed by a fociety of gen- 
tlemen, members of the foctety for te 
encouragement of arts, d&c. in Lon 
don. For the information of thof 
who poffefs not this meftnmable dith- 
onary of hufbandry, a volume incom- 
parably better adapted to our foil and 
climate (becaufe containing the ef 
fence of the beft experiments of a grext 
varicty of foils and climates) than the 
low produtiions of Varlo, long fine 
the objet? of public ridicule in Eng- 
land, I thall take the trouble of pte 
fenting fome extracts relative to ths 
article, : 

Aplant, fay thefe gentlemen, whid 
will not only live through the wintes 
but willalfo, if pollible, vegetateantha 
feafon, cannot fail being highly 
vantaygeous, provided it be att 
fame time a pleafing and nour 


food for cattle, All thele proper 
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le Cha. perties have been lately found in bur- 
sahuf. Bnet, Ic not only preferves its ver- 
firtt of MM dure during the hardeft frofts of our 
scneva Mm winters, but alfo increafes in bulk, 





and grows, if the weather be at all open 
and mild ; and is now known to be 
an excellent food for cattle. Mr. 
Rocque, the difcoverer, has found by 







ntlemanfl experience that it will grow in the 
faw dreft land : for he has planted fome of 
fince mim jin the gravel walks of his garden, 
T, jun. where every thing elfe is burnt up in 

and the fummer, but this never wuhers ; 
$tO prooME one of the qualities of burnet being to 
¢ yeat, ME continue in fap all the year. It is the 
en fown HB opinion of many, who have {een the 
rear, and HE hurnet of his raifing, that ifthis plant 





is generally cultivated, there will never 
he aicarcity of hay, even in the great- 
efi drought. 












































experi« The land on which it ‘s fown, fhould 
e mt be fine, becaufe it is apt to fhed, and 
Ny it fhould afterwards be dried perfectly. 
rt {pace HE Burnet does not lofe its leaves in dry- 
villcome HM ing ; and though the hay made of it 
if it is Mb be Ricky, it will, after thrething, be 
mwhich Mi very agreeable to horfes, which are 
fo fond of it, that they never walle a. 
of gra, Hi ny. One acre will produce upwards 
d for its Bi of three loads of hay, and above forty 
| appeal Mi bufhels of feed. Horfes are fonder of 
e gentle MM this feed than they are ofoats, Bur- 
are 00¥ inet bears feed: twice a year, and will 
promot Milbelides yield a good {pringcrop. It is 
country, Hinot only good for horfes, but for all 

las grea Mimanner of cattle, even for {wine. 
hrit pel- The burnet fown in May may be 
Somplett Hi mown atthe latter end of July. That 
y of get Mi fown in June will yield a pretty good 
y for tle Hi crop, and muftbe cut but once ; and 
in Lon Hi the fame of that which is fownin Ju- 
of thot Hily. ‘Che plants produced by feeds 
ble ditt Hifown in Augult, fhould be mowed, to 
¢ incom Mideitroy the weeds, ‘Thefe mowings 
r foil am Himay be given greento horfes, or made 
» the e+ Minto hay. The firit {pring cuttingawill 
ofagret Bpurge horfes: and mr. Rocque be- 
than the Hilieves,it will alfo cure the greafe ; but it 
jong fine His only the firftcrop that purges. Burnet 
in Eng Bbould be mown. but once the firf 
le of pt Biyear, in order to leave it rank in win- 
¢ to =e = in this cafe it — ready 
.,, #gt@ {eed or mow very early im. the 

on, whid Hl fpring. ‘3 : 

ye winte\ When the feeds of this plant are 
ate intha Hite be faved, it muft neither be fed 





mowed, inthe fpring. The feed 
will be ripe about the middle of June, 
then it mult be reaped like wheat, 
aad threlied onacloih. Isthould be 
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threfhed before it is too dry, becaufe 
it is apt to fhed, and’it afterwards 
fhould be perfectly dried. 

A Davis Lamb, efquire, writes, 
that after feeding a piece of burner of 
feven and an half acres in the {pring, 
with ewes, lambs and calves, dean 
ing in the following July from the 
fame, two hundred Sathels of very 
fine clean feed, asmany facks of chat, 
and fevenloadsof hay, he was defirous 
of knowing what it would perform asa 
pafture. ‘°* Accordingly in about ten 
or twelvedays after the ticld was clear- 
ed, I turned into it feven cows, two 
calves, and two horfes. They all 
throve very remarkably, and the cows 
gave more, and we thought a richer 
milk than wany ether pafiure. The 
weather was now iibelnghe drougit- 
ty, and allour paflures were burnt up, 
yet the burnet flourithed, and grew 
away, as if it had a thower every 
vel My tock of cows, horica 
and calves abovementioned, paflured 
in it almoft continually a a the 
latter end of September. By the 
middle of November it had grown fo 
confiderably, that I have again turn- 
ed in fix head of cattle, and if the 
weather 1s not fevere, 1 am of opini- 
on, it will maintain them until chriil- 
mas. 

* Burnet,” heobferves, “will bear 

alburing with fheep. It makes good 
bauer whe sen blows or — —_ 
tle. It will flourifh upon poor, light, 
fandy, ftony, Rabiah, epchalk:y land. 
After the firfl year, it will weed it- 
felf, and be kept clean at hittle or no 
expence,”’ 

A Chriftopher Baldwin, efquire, 
{aid to be a ** gentleman well known, 
and juflly refpetéted for his candour 
and fhdelity,’’ made feveral experimenis 
upon burnet, and found it a mofi ufe- 
ful and exceHent grafs: four acres of 
this grafs in a, fummer. of uncommon 
drought, grew well, and the verdure 
of it was, as he oblerves, really very 
beautiful. He had a very good crop, 
tho’ there was butone fhower from the 
time of putting it into the ground, te 
the time ef.cutting it.’” 

He. turned: his horfes and cows in- 
to, it after it was.cut.. The cows eat 
it greedily. Lhe horfes were not fo 
fond of ituntil two or three days, when 
they fed well upon it. The quan- 
tuy of the cows’ milk was very much 
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increafed in about four or five days, 
but the flavoi.@ of the cream fuperior 
to any he hadever talled. He found 
the horfes were in general exceedingly 
fond of the hay, though fome, affetted 
perhaps with the novelty of it, did not 
appearfo fond of it, 

‘his gentleman mentions, that he 
wasfo well pleafed with the fuccefé 

is firlt experiments, that he fowed 
another field of twelve acres with a 
hundred and fixty pounds of buarnet. 
As an experiment, he mentions that 
he took Soule cows from a very good 
feed of natural grafs; which gave very 
liule milk. Thefe cows, fays he, had 
not been in the burnet above fix days 
before they gave much more than dou- 
ble the quantity of milk ; nay, was I 
10 fay three times the quantity, I 
know that I fhould not exceed the 
truth, His land was a poor dry up- 
Jand gravel, ‘* There are millions of 
acres, fays he, inthis kingdom, of bet- 
ter land, that do not fetch above two 
fhullings and fix-pence an acre rent.”’ 

‘bhe proper quantity of feed for an 
acre, is about twelve or, thirteen 
pounds, 

From the recommendations and pe- 
euliar qualities of this grafs, I have 
been induced to fend to Europe for a 
quantity of feed, of which 1 mean to 
make a trial this feafon, 

W ithing fuccefs to all connoiffeurs 
inthe noble art of hufbandry, 

1 am the publie’s 
very humble fervant, 
AGRICOLA. 
Bofon, 1786. 
0 DO SH +--+ 
Thoughts on deifm, Afcribed to his 

excediency William Livingflon, e/g. 

governor of New ferfey. 

Read and revere the facred page— 

a@ page 
Were triumphs immortality: a page 
Which not thg whole creation could 
produce, 
Which not the conflagration fhall def- 
trov; 
’Tis printed in the minds of Gods for 
ever ; 
In nature’s ruins net one letter loft. 
Dr. Young's night thoughts. 
biG fons you ever fee a man, courte- 
ous reader, arrogating to himfelf 
the title of philofopher and of a pro- 
found thinker, who could not even 
give a defniuon of ph:lofophy, nor e- 


ver had a ferious thought itt his fifes 
a man, who, with liule wit, and much 
felf-conceit, was conftantly retailing 
{craps and fhreds ftom Yoland: ay 
Tindal, and glorying in the wretche 
fophiltry of thofe fuperficial reafonen 
againfl the authenticity of the facre 
mi but who had never fo muc 
as looked into Leland, a celebra 
and philofophicaf divine, who had { 
hdby confuted ther both ? 

Have you ever feen a man, who gj 
diculed alf faith and all myflety, ang 
expected to obtain eternal felicity } 

rattifing the moratity dittated by the 
Fight of nature, acknowledging at the 
fame time his belief of the greatel 
abfurdities in the world ; and prattifing 
mo more morality than a horfe? ; 
man pretending to the acute pene. 
tration and judgment==and yet nef 
knowing how to doubt where be 
ought=+to reft affured where he ough 
~and to fubmit where he ought ? 

Did you ever fee a man who infill 
ed that the bare light of nature wa 
fuflicient (and revelation confequent 
ly unneceflary) to conduét us at pres 
fent in che path of duty, and everiall 
ing happinefs hereafter ; and im the 
fame breath confetling, that, notwith 
flanding this hight, (luminous and brik 
hiant as he made it) a very great pat 
of the world, that has no other guide, 
is this moment involved in pagan fiw 
perftition, and the groflett rdolatry ? 

Did you ever fee a man who denk 
ed the miracles wrought by Jefu 
Chrifl, though proved by 2 clond o 
witneffes, who baled their teftimonr 
with their blood ; and yet affcéting te 
believe the fabulous wonders of Apol- 
lonius of ‘lyana, upon the credit of 
Philoftratus, who has written a filly 
romance about that aflrologer, whic 
was never believed by any, fave by 
thofe who believe every thing 
what is true ? 

Did you ever fee aman who te 
folved all the moral attributes of th 
Deity into that of mercy ; and thé 
mercy into connivance at fin, and the 
virtual abolition of all his laws? + 
man who flattered himfelf that th 
precepts, the morality, and the hif- 
tory of our holy religion—the won 
derful and unparalleled life and death 
of its author—the wifdom and fanéti« 
ty of its injunétions—the authority ang 


fublimuy of the facred writings 
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telimony of ocular witneffes—the 
blood of fo many martyrs—the accom- 
pliihment of fo many prophecies—the 
atteftation of fo many miracles—the 
tradition of fo many ages—the con- 
verfion of fo great a part of the world 
to areligion renouncing the world, 
and propagated not only without, but 
againit, external forcethe perpetuity 
of the faith through a perpetuity o 
the molt bloody perfecutions—the im- 
pregnable foundation of the church— 
and all other proofs, in fupport of 
chriftianity, are anfwered and confut- 
ed, or rather totally annihilated, by 
the unphilofophical philofuphy of a 
Bolingbroke, or the wretched pun or 
threadbare jeft ef a Voltaire, ora 
Rouffeau ? 

Did you ever fe¢ 4 man who had 
the affurance to tell you, that our be- 
lief in the divine origin of the fcrip- 
tures is wholly to be afcribed to the 
force of education, and the early in- 
fufions of the prieft and the nurfe ; 
but that all men of unfettered, uninflu- 
enced fentiments, all philofophers and 

. o> 

reafoners, have ever efteemed revela- 
tion as unpofture ; and this man at 
the fame time confefling that fir Ifaac 
Newton, and mr. Locke, and lord 
Bacon, and fir Robert Boyle, and 
Grotius, and Boerhaave, and Little- 
ton, and Welt, and Pafcal, and Penn 
and Barclay, and Phipps, were all 
chriflians, after the moft impartial 
fcrutiny, and the moft affiduous invef- 
tigation of the evidences by which re- 
velation is fupported ? 

Did you ever fee a man who denied 
the poflibility of miracles, and yet de- 
manding a conflant feries and uninter- 
rupted ficccthon of them, to provea 
divine miflion? A man whe re- 
proached religion with all the hor- 
rors of perfecution, and the fanati- 
cifm of the moft fanguinary zealots, 
and at the fame time acknowledg- 
ing that thefe exceffes were the 
evident abufes of chriftianity ; and 
diretily repugnant to the peaceable 
fpirit of the gofpel, and the notorious 
inhibitions of its illuftrious founder ? 

Did you ever fee a man unable by 
the light of reafon to reconcile the 
blemithes in the natural, and the dif- 
orders in the moral, world, with the 
idea of an all-wife and all-good, Go- 
vernor of the univerfe—fome regions, 
fer inflanee, almoit deprived of the 

Vou, IV. No. V, 
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heat of the fun—others fcorched by 
its infupportable {plendor—winds, 
tempefls, and earthquakes, volcanoes 
and inundations threatning univerfal 
deftruction—the ocean overllowing 
the greateft part of the globe—and an 
immenfe quaatity of its terra firmz 
covered with rocks and mountains 
and defarts of fand, incapable of cul- 
tivation—nor apparently formed for 
the fuftenance of man or beaft—and 
this fame man able, by revelation, to 
reconcile all this ; and yet {corning by 
revelation to do it ? , 

Refpetiing the moral world—have 
you ever feén a man unable to ac- 
count, by the light of reafon, how a 
Being infinitely good and infinitely 
sowerful, fhould permit fin (which 
fom the purity of his nature he mutt 
abhor, and by his own omnipotence 
can certainly prevent) not only to en- 
ter into the world, but to be more 

revalent in it than virtue—why he 
fhould fulfer injuftice and tyranny to 
reign uncontrouled; opprellion and 
violence to be faccefsful and triumph 
over proflrate virtue and innocence ; 
eal to be confourided ; and pic- 
ty to wander in penury and rags—and 
able, by revelation, to account for all 
this, and yet corning by revelation to 
folve thofe, otherwife inexplicable, 
difficulties ! 

Did you ever fee aman, who unable 
by the light of reafon to account for 
the compofition of his own f{pecies, as 
at the fame tune material and thinking 
beings, while it is confelledly of the 
effence of matter to be incompatible 
with thought, equally unable to ac- 
count for the double nature in man— 
his general propenfity to vice, and his 
infuperable veneration for virtue—his 
video meliora, proboque, and his dete- 
riora fequor—his unconquerable moral 
depravity, and the remaining {plendid 
fragments of his primeval luftre ; and 
able by revelation to account for all 
this ; and yet {corning by revelation 
to do it ? 

Have you ever feen a man, who, 
unable to prove, by the light of rea- 
fon, the immortality of the foul ; or 
that, from the injimate union between 
the operations of foul and thofe 
of the body, the 
mer will not terminare t-~and able, by 
revelation, which hath brought immor- 
tality co light, ve prove his eternal du- 
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ration ; and yet {corning by revelation 
to prove it ? 

Did you everfee a man, who, una- 
ble by the light of reafon to account 
for his own hopes of immortal happi- 
nefs, from the akfolute impoflibility 
of reconciling, by the help of that 
light, the immutable juttice of the 
fupreme Leyiflator, wick the tmpunity 
of the tranigreflors of his laws (for as 
to the idea of the attribute of mercy, 
it is indubitably borrowed from reve- 
lation; and in the hands of thofe rea- 
foners, moft miferably perverted, and 
who by revelation, could account for 
it ; and yet {corning thus to folve this, 
otherwife inicruiable, enigma ? 

Have youever feen fich a man, fir? 
why then you have feen a—block- 
head. 

Let all the heathen writers join 

Teo form one perfeét book, 

Great GOD, if once compar’d 

with thine, 

How mean their writings look ? 

Not the moft perfect rules they gave 

Could fhew one fin forgiv’n ; 

Nor lead a flep beyond the grave, 

But thine condutt to heav’n. . 

Dr. Waits’s verfion of the pfalms, 
HORTENSIUS, 
0 OOD BS0~ 


Plan of a federal untverfity.—A- 
Seribed to dr. Ru a. 

“AX ZOUR government cannot be 

executed. It is too extenfive 
for a republic. It is contrary to the 
habits of the people,” fay the ene- 
mies of the confitution of the un:ted 
flates.— However oppolite to the o- 
pinions and wifhes of a majority of 
the citizens of the united flates thefe 
declarations and prediGiion, may be, 
the latter will certainly be verified, 
unlefs the people are prepared for our 
new form of government by an edu- 
cation adapied to the new and pecul!- 
ar fituation of our country. ‘To ef- 
feti this great and neceflary work, let 
one of the firft ats of the new con- 
grefs be, to eflablifh within the dif- 
triét to be allotted tor them, a fede- 
ral univerfity, into which the youth of 
the united fates fhall be received, af- 
ter they have finthed their fludies, 
and taken their degrees in the colleges 
of their refpettive flates. In this u- 
niverfity, let thofe branches of lite- 
rature only be taught, which are cal- 


Plan of a federal univerfity. 


culated to prepare our youth for civil 
and public lite. Thefe branches 
thould be taught by means of lectures, 
and the following arts and {ciences 
fhould be the tubjetis of them, 

1. Lhe prinerples and forms of go- 
vernment, applied im a_ particular 
manner to the explanation of every 
part of the coniluution and laws of 
the united flates, together with the 
laws of nature and nations, which 
laft fhould include every theng that 
relates tO peace, War, treaties, aie. 
bafladors, and the-lke, 

g. Hlillory, both ancient and mo- 
dern, and chronology, 

3. Agriculiure, in all its numerous 
and exicnfive branches, 

4. The principies and pragtice of 
manufattures, 

5. Lhe hiliory, principles, objeéts, 
and channels of commerce, 

6. ‘Lhofe parts of mathematics 


which are neceflary to the divifion of 
property, to finance, and to the prin- 
ciples and practice of war: for there 
is too much reafon to fear that war 
will continue, for fome time to come, 
to be the unchriftian mode of deciding 


difputes between chriltian nations, 
7. Thofe parts of nature! ph:lofophy 


and chemiltry, which admit of an ap- » 


plication to agriculture, manufactures, 
commerce, and war, 

8. Natural hiftory, which includes 
the hiftury of animals, vegetables, and 
foflils. ‘To render inftruction in thefe 
branches of f{cience cafy, it will be 
neceflary to eftablifh a mufeum, as 
alfo a garden, in which not only all 
the flirubs, &c, but all the foreit trees 
of the united flates, fhould be cultivat- 
ed. The great Linnzus of Upfal en- 
larged the commerce of Sweden, by 
his difcoveries in natural hiltory. He 
once faved the Swedifh navy by find- 
ing out the time in which a worm laid 
its eggs, and recommending the im- 
merfion of the timber, of which the 
fhips were [to be] buili, at that feafon 
wholly under waicr. So great were 
the fervices this illuftrious maturalilt 
rendered his couniry, by the-applica- 
tion of his knowledge to agriculture, 
manufactures, andcommerce, that the 
prefent king of Sweden pronounced 
an eulogium upon him, from the 
throne, foon after his death, 

9. Philology, which fhould include 
rhetoric and criuciim, lectures upon 
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the conflruAion and pronunciation of 
the Enelith language. Inftruction in 
this branch of literature will become 
thé more neceffary in America, as 
our intercourfe mult foon ceafe with 
the bar, the flage, and the’ pulpits of 
Great-Britain, from whence we re- 
ceived our knowledge of the pronun- 
ciauon of the Englith language. Even 
modern Enghith books fhould ceafe 
to be the models of file in the united 
fates. ‘The prefent is the aye of fim- 
plicity of writing in America, The 
uurgid file of Johnfon—the purple 
glare of Gibbon—and even the thudi- 
edand thick fet metaphors of Junius, 
are all equally unnatural, and thould 
not be admmuted into our country. Uhe 
cultivation and perfection of our lan- 
guage becomes a maticr of confe- 
uence, when viewed in another light. 
It will probably be fpoken by more 
people, in the courfe of two or three 
centuries, than ever {poke any one 
language, at one time, fince the cre- 
ation of the world, When we con- 
fider the influence, which the preva- 
lence of only ewo languages, viz. the 
Engl fh and the Spanifh, in_ the ex- 
tealive regions of North and Seuth- 
America, will have upon manners, 
commerce, knowledge, and civiliza- 
tion, {cenes of human happinefs, and 
glory open before us, which elude 
from their magnitude, the utmo 
grafp of the human underflanding. 

10. The German and French lan- 
guages fhould be taught in this unt- 
verlity. ‘The many excellent books 
which are written in both thefe lan- 
guages, upon ail fubjecis, more ef- 
pecially upon thofe which relate to 
the advancement of national tmprove- 
ments of all kinds, will render a 
knowledye of them an effential part 
of the education of a legiflater of the 
united flates, 

11. All thofe athletic and manly 
exercifes fhould likewife be taught in 
the aniverfity, which are calculated to 
impart healch, Rrength, and-elegance 
wo the human body, 

To renderthe initruction of our youth 
as eafy and as extenfive as potfible, in 
feveral of the above mentioned branch- 
es of literature, let four young men of 
good education and a¢tive minds be 
fent abroad at the public expence, to 
collect and tranfmit to the profeffors of 
the faid branches, al! the unprevemcnts 
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that are daily made in Europe, in agri- 
culture, manufactures, and comin ree, 
and in the art of war and prattical go- 
vernment. This meafure is rendered 
the more neceflary from the diftance 
of the united ftates from Europe, by 

shich means the ravs of knowledge 
Nrike the united flares fo partially, that 
they can be brought to a ufeful focus, 
only by employing fiutable perfous to 
collect and tranfimit them to our coun- 
try. It is im this manner thatthe nor- 
thern nations of Europe have import- 
ed fo much knowledge from their 
fouthern neighbours, that the hillory of 
agriculture, manu fattures, commerce, 
revenues, and military arts of one of 
thefe nations, will foon be alike appli- 
cable to all of them. 

Befides fending tour young men a- 
broad to collett and tranfinit know- 
ledge for the benefit of our country, 
two young men of fuitable capacities 
fhould be employed at the public ex- 
pence, in exploring the vegetable, m:- 
neral, and animal produttions of our 
country, in procuring hiftories and 
famples of bach of them, and in tranf- 
mitting them to the profeffor of natural 
hiltory. tas in coulequence of the d:f- 
coveries made by young gentlenenem- 
ployed for thefe purpofes, that Swe- 
den, Denmark and Ruiia have ex- 
tended their manufattures and eom- 
merce, fo as to rival, in both, the old- 
eft nations in Europe. 

Let the congrefs allowa I beral fa- 
lary to the principal of this univerf- 
tv. Lett be his bufineds to govern 
the fludents, and to infpire them by 
his converfation, and by occational 
public difcourfes, with federal and 
patriotic fenuimemts. Let this princi- 
yal be a man of extenfive education, 
Theral manners, and dignified deport- 
ment. 

Let the profeffors of each of the 
branches that have been mentioned, 
have w moderate falary of 1501, or gool, 
a year, and let them depend upon the 
number of their puptis to fupply the 
deficiency of their maintenance from 
their falaries, Let each pupil pay 
for eachcourle of lectures two or three 
guineas, 

Letthe degrees conferred in this unt- 
verfity, receivea new name, that fhall 
defignate the defign of an education 
for civil and p tolic bife. 

In thirty years afier this univerfity 
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is eftablifhed, let an aft of congrefs 
be paifed, to prevent any perfon be- 
ing chofen or appointed into power or 
aiken who has not taken a degree in 
the federal univeriity. We require 
Certain qualifications in lawyers, phyfi- 
cians, and clergymen, before we com- 
mit our property, our lives, or our 
fouls to thew care. We even refule 
to commit the charge of a fhip to a 
pilot, who cannot produce a certificate 
ot his education and knowledge in his 
bufinefs, Why then thould we com- 
mit our country, which inchider li- 
berty, property, life, wives, and chil- 
dren, to men who cannot produce 
vouchers of their qualifications for 
the important truft? We are re- 
flrained from injuring ourfelves, by 
employing quacks in law; why fhould 
we not be reflrained in like manner, 
by law, from employing quacks in go- 
vernment ? 

Should this plan of a federal uni- 
verfiuy, or one like it, be adopted, 
then will begin the golden age “| the 
united Gates, While the bufinefs of 
education in Europe confills im lec- 
tures upon the ruins of Palmyra, and 
the antiquities of Herculaneum, or in 
difputes about Hebrew points, Greek 
particles, or the accent and quantity of 
the Roman language, the youth of A- 
merica will be employed in acquiring 
thofe branches of knowledge, which 
increafe the conveniencies of life, hef- 
fen human mifery, improve our coun- 
try, promote population, exalt the hu- 
man underitanding, and eflablifh do- 
meflic, focial, and political happinefs, 

Let st not be fard, ** that thisis not 
the ume for fueh a literary and political 
cilablifhment. Let us Grit rellorc 
public credit, by funding or paying our 
debts, let us regulate our militia, let us 
bud a navy, and let us protect and ex- 
send our commerce, After this we 
fhal! have leifure and moncy to efla- 
blih a univerfity for the purpofes that 
have been menuoned.’’ Thiss falle 
reafoniag. We hall never seflore 
public credit, regulate our miitia, 
~ ia havy, Or revivcour commerce, 
until we remove the ienoran ¢ apd pre- 
judices, and change ihe hgbus of our 
ciugens : and thu can never be done 
till we infpare them wih federal prin 
ciples, which can oniv be eflefied by 
tt young men mecting and {pending 
two os jhree years together in a nati- 


? 
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onal univerfity, and afterwards di®. 
minating their knowledge and princes. 
ples through every county, townth»p 
and village of the united fates. °T)j] 
this is done—fenators and reprefenta. 
tives of the united flates, you will up. 
dertake to make bricks without flraw, 
Y our fuppofed union in congrefs, wil} 
bea ropeof fand. The inhabuants of 
Matfachufetts began the bulinefs of 
government by citablifhing the Ut. 
verfity of Cambridge, aa the wife 
kings in Europe have always found 
thetr luerary inflitutions the fire§ 
means of eftablithing their power, a 
well as of promoting the profperity of 
their people. 

Thefe all for eflablifhing the con: 
ftirution and happinefs of the unted 
fates upon a permanent foundation, 
are fubmitted to the friends of the &. 
deral government in each of che Maser, 
by a private 

Citizen of Penn/yloania, 
-°: @& © @Ss -- 


Obfervations oncapital punihmre: : 
bring a replyte an fay om the fone 
Subj, publifhed in the Amrua 
Mufeum for July, 1788, page 78, 


To the printer of the American Me 
feum. 

Send you fome Arittures on a 

fmal! performance lately publibed 
— ea in which = author, 
under the {pecsous and slar pretext 
of ‘wena ag sate ed w thew 
that ut is altogether unreafonable and 
anufcriptural, to punifh amy creme, 
even malicious and wilful murder, by 
death, The author of this opmven 
has not concealed himfelf, and, ba 
own judgmem, had no reafon to & 
fo. He glones im the fentument, a4 
expetts, that within a century hener, 
all mankind will be of the fame opm- 
on with hum, and withes that has per- 
formance may live fo long, w wit 
to thefe humane people, who are © 
come into fuusse@texiflence, that then 
was at leafl one man in the year 17% 
who was as enlightened and hemes 
as they will be, He further hopes 
that the hiflory of our wheelbarrows, 
whipping-pofls, and executions bx 
morder, will appear as crucl, ate 
man, and unrealonable to poflenty, 
as the cruelucs of the darkell agespe* 
now appeartous He o a gee 
man policiled of many emuabie qa 
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. for which T and others honour 
om , and I will not pronounce bun a 
oc or foctman: bet there uw 
gio to think he has been ornfling 
and fporting with their writings, and, 
euhet from their books or coaveria- 
con, has, in fome unlecky and un- 
garded moment, wmby fome of 
ghert princt ics, without teeing the ton- 
poxion of thefe, woh others which, I 
an rluaded, he would abhor, 
lc merits our attention, that the 
suhor hath difplayed not only againfl 
parsing murder by death : be has al- 
jo publthed a piece agarnft all public 
vothments, fuch as labour on the 
ghways and Arects ; and declares wt 
as has lixed opimien, thac all fach pa- 
sluneats Drould be untheted in tome 
foluary defart ; and yet, how conhil- 
exly let all men jadge) he afiem:, 
that the fole defign of pumthment, 
reformation, | bappofe he means the 
reformation of the offenders on!y , whe 
are in the hands of jpuflice : but 1 us 
clear, that the end of pundhment 
much more expanded. It is intended 
to be a warning to all, tobe aterror to 
all ew doers, even thole who are 
not yet in the hands of jullie, thas 
they allo may reform, and indeed two 
finke a becoming reverence of the 
laws, mtothe minds of all ; wo give 
maje thy, energy, and force wo guvcrm- 
ment, in order te prevent the peree- 
tratron efcrmmest, Bat how fall che 
important end be gained on hes plan ? 
Fiow will men be alarmed and warn- 
ed, f the penalty of the law be exe- 
‘ ited only nm fest tude , he replies, the 
community at large will hearol wu, and 
favs, that bell-torpments are eavilsble 
to w, and yet produce terror on the 
mods of men, and ewen alleges thas 
the tepert produces a greater effect 
than the fighe weld ; shat “, men 
are more afrard of hell-corments, by 
only hearmng the report of them, than 
they would be by attually beholding 
then, | apprehend few men. im 
ther fenfes, wil behewe the. IT an 
certam, | have newer been half fo 
mach alarmed and all cog bv 4. by all 
the reports IT have read of heard, about 
pr rien i 2M agertry of beveroe and def 
per, as IL have been by che hut of 


«“Saone,. And by a paray of rra- 
be, lays tee, mt will preiuce greater 
error to heer of aman bere che ii 


¢ whee “row, wh pyed 
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than to fee un. Tbeliewe thse mo he 
contrary to the expeneoce of al! men. 
L have heard feecral perfome declare, 
that they have been fo affected and 
moved, at the fight of padhe exceuss- 
ons, that they would newer go mo fee 
another ; and indeed to hear of thes, 
w tufherent Bie thowghefal © oreces 

rloms : bet by oo means for mee 
Clea m wekednet, Socety « 
in luttle danger fromthe frit clats ; and 
in eteat hazacd from the tuff, Bae, 
al fad, it ws the glory of foeprecsin, 
to attack the plamefl prineyples oof 
commun fenfe, and erertrn of fer. 
der doubtful the moll certain fa, 
ape uomay be remarked, that on 

isgplan, very few would even hear of 
the pumflment ; st anght be publr'h- 
ed mthe newlpapers, once or ofiener : 
but few comparatiwely read them, 
The nowelty of the thing veg hat «all 
up the attentien of femme, fier « few 
moments: bet t ica prowertial fry- 
ing, founded in truth and experence, 
** oat of fight—out mod.” Ia 
fhort, I can fee no hew!, chat well 
be fuceefeful to give any degree of ef- 
ficacy to pant fhment on few plan, of 
render his fienslitude of hell torments, 
im any reforet, te ew prrperte, umbhete 
he can provide a mumber of orators, 
da ly te ft averte the oo try, and dr~ 
claim on the terrors of the wheel-bar- 
row, the wheperng-pof, &c. withe 
the precincts of the Goltary meauntarn, 
where he o profes tev few fee parclerne - 
num, Ihe apeoltie, I feney, wneler- 
Road harman satere as well ac he or 1, 


He uv, thea that h , rmhaske he 
fire a, threat cehers erav fear ap 
pry the ruir to ig cmew, and 
aut, “* Chem that comune cromes, 5 


nith before all, that overs mae fear.” 
* ‘ ; 

Wilh Terw pri erg termini? t.£ 
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fhall be drawn from {cripture, from rea- 
fon, from providence, and the univerfal 
confent of mankind, and the confent 
of the murderers themfelves, when in 
thew right minds, After attempting 
to eflablith the pofition by argument, 
it will be proper to fhew the weaknefs 
and inconclulivenefs of our author's 
reatoning. 

It is cullomary with the focinian 
feeptics, to undervalue the Old Tef- 
tament, as not applicable to the pre- 
fent difpeniation ; and to confider 
the New Tellamentas their only nile : 
and happy would ube, did they even 
allow it the eficacy of arule, But 
their conduct m this is very abfurd 
and inconliltent. ‘The apollle evi- 
deny fpake of the Old Teflament, 
when he fad io Timothy, “ From a 
child thon hall known the holy {erip- 
tures, which are fufficient to make # 
man of God perfect, fully furnifhed 
toall good works. All fcripture is 
given by divine infpiration, and is 
profuable for docirine, reproof, cor- 
rettion, and inflruGion in righteouf- 
nefs.”’ Thereafonis obvieusand co- 
gent: the New Teftament was not 
compofed when Timothy was a cMild. 
Any perfon who underitands the bi- 
ble, But with a moderate degree of 

rfpicuity and accuracy, will readi- 
b ee, that the Old Teftament and 

Jew are conflituent parts of one 
whole ; pillars of the fame arch, which 
cannot ftand without. ene part bear- 
ing on and fupporting the other, 
There is an unity of defign through- 
out the whole, That there are feveral 
things in the Old Teltament typical 
and prefigurative of the Mefliah, is 

ranted, But were the immutable 
ee of juftice and equity typical ? 
Surely not. Our author ditcovers 
much weaknefs in faying, ** May not 
the punifhment of death, inflicied on 
murderersby the Mofaic law, be in- 
tended (8 seprefent the demerit ard 
confequence of fin 2’? What occafion, 
what necellity for fuch a type, when 
men were dying daily, and fome with 
as great agony asa violent death could 
create, fome by earthquakes, a ftroke 
of lightning, or by other accidents ? 
If none had died, except by legal ex- 
ecutions, until Chriff came in the 
flefh, there would be fome fhadow of 
reafon in what he fays. But what 
necellity of a type of deaih, when 
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death, the demerit of fin, was comic 
nually prefent before their eves ? This 
isto fport with the divine word, iti 
mere traveftie, ; 
Che firft proof of our point, whic 
I thall mention, is the decree of hea 
ven announced to Noah. Genef, 4 
5, 6. ** And furely the blood ¢ 
your lives will I require ; at the hand 
of every beaft with E require it, ang 
at the hand of man, at the hand o 
every man’s brother will I require th 
lifeofman.”” Buthow? It follows « 
** wholo fheddcth man’s blood, by 
man fhall his blood be thed, for in 
the image of God made he man,” 
Our author cannot fay, that this is a 
Mofaic, a ceremonial, and typical ine 
ftitution. It was given long before 
the days of Mofes, He cannot fay 
that God alone has the right to dif 
oe of human life by an immediate 
troke ofhis own hand, and that courts 
of juftice, by punifhing murder’ wih 
death, invade God’s prerogative, be- 
caufe here he commits this work, a 
a facred truft, into the hands of fuck 
courts, He fays ** at the hand of 
every man’s brother will I require the 
life of man.”” But how? By his 
own immediate interpofition? No, 
this would be a miracle, and out of 
the ordinary courfe of nature. The 
fupreme being governs the world by 
divine inititutions, laws, and ordi- 
nances, and by appointing magiftrates 
as his minifters to execute them, 
Therefore it follows, ** whofo thed- 
deth man’s blood, by man fhall his 
blood be thed.”” Bur this author tells 
us, that the rev. mr. Turner alleges 
this is only aprediction of what thould 
generally happen. I could almoft 
warrant it, that this fame mr, Tur- 
ner is a focinian {ceptic. But I 
afk, does the text bear any fuch ap- 
pearance ? Let any one read both 
the fifth and fixth verfes, and deter- 
mine. It carries with it all the au- 
thority and majefly of a flatute, ofa 
divine ordinance, never to be repeal- 
ed. But fuppofing what mr. Turner 
alleges were true, is the predittion 
given forth with any fignature or tok- 
en of difapprobation ? This is al- 
ways the cafe when any thing finful 
or immoral is predicted, as when it is 
faid, ** He that leadeth mto captivi- 
ty, fhall go into captivity. He that 
taketh the fword, fhall perifh by the 
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ord.” The difference between the 
odes of expreilion is very manifett. 
‘he ordinance givento Noah 1s ma- 
teltic, authoritative, and mandatory. 
The otber femtences are general, and 
carry the very air of a prediction. 
But 1 affirm, were it only a predicti- 
on, it isa prediction with an infalli- 
ble mark of divine approbation ltamp- 
gion tt, ** Whofo theddeth man’s 
blood, by mau Uiall his blood be flied.” 
Why io? bor what reafon ? ** For 
jn the umage of God made he man,” 
If, according to our author, it had 
teen only a predittion, accompamed 
wth the difapprobation of heaven, 
the reafon would have been very dif- 
ferent. dt wotld have been, for 
mau is, or will be a favage, a montter 
of cruelty and injultice, fo crue! and 
fanguinary, as to put to death that 
harmlefs animal who murders his bro- 
ther. 

Our author himfelf is in doubt a- 
bout mr. Turner’s explication, and 
uempts another, viz. mankind at 
the ume this command was given, 
were im the firft flage of focrery, or 
inthe favage fate. Butwhat becomes 


now of his argument drawn from the 
procedure of the Almighty with Cain 


who flew his brother Abel ? He ur- 
fersfromthis, thatasthe Almighiv did 
not put Cain todeath by his own hand, 
therefore civil fociety fhould alfo let 
murderers go free, or at leait not put 
them todeath. I fhall have occafi- 
on afterwards toexamine this his argu- 
ment frem Cain’s cafe. Mean time, 
let me put him in mind, that furely 
the world was younger, and fociety 
more immature, in Cain’s time, than 
in Noah’s; and therefore, by his 
rule of reafoning, in a more favage 
fate. And I will leave it to all men 
of fenfe and honefly, whofe judz- 
menis are not warped by fome favou- 
nie and falfe hypothelis, to decide, if 
they were to. land on fome unknown 
continent, where different nations re- 
fided ; and obferved, that in one na- 
tion, deliberate aud malicious murder 
was never punifhed by death, but wit! 

fome flight punifhment, fuch as con- 
finement, labour, or a commutation 
ofapecuniary nature: in another it 
never failed of meeting with condign 
punifiment, or blood for blood ; 
which of the two nations would they 
«em the moft favage ? 1 am certain 


common fenfe would confider the firf 
as molt barbarous, and themoil re- 
mote from civilization, juince and e- 
quily. 

In the book of Numbers, chap. 
95, 16—-19, we havethe policy of the 
sles flate on this head fet before us. 
Jchovah cefumes the ftatute given to 
Noah, incorporates it with the body 
of the national laws, and ellablifhes « 
by his divime authority in the moft fo- 
lemon manner, Tentimes, within the 
compals of a few verfes, itis repeated, 
‘© Tae murderer fhall furely be put 
to death, and thou fhalt take no f.- 
tisfattion fer the life of a murderer.” 
The reafon ts given. and a weigthry 
one it is, “* So ye fhall not pollute the 
land with blood ; for blood dehie:h the 
land, and the jand cannor be clean{- 
ed of the blood ihed therein, but by 
the bloud of him chat fhed 11.7" Mi. 
Turner may, 1f he pleafe, call uns 
only a prediction of what fhould hap- 
xen, not what ought to take place : 
Sm I think few will believe him. 
And if ovr author thould call it a ty- 
ptcal and ceremonial precept, i think 
as few will believe him. J: would 
be too tedious to mention all the pal- 
fages in which the orginal inilitution 
given to Noah is recognized and ap- 
proved. I thall only note one or 
two more taken from the Old Telta- 
ment, Proverbs e8, 17. ‘* A man 
that doeth violence to the blood of 
any perfon, fhall flee to the pu, none 
fhall flay him.”’ Ezekiel 18, 1o—19. 
** If a man beget a fon that 1s a rob- 
ber, and a fhedder of bleod, the foa 
fhall not live, he fhall furely dic, his 
blood fhall be upon him.” 

Let us now cait our eye to the 
new teftament. But before | proceed 
to this, itis neceffary to remark, that 
Jefus Cheift did not act asa civil le- 
gillator, He did not appear as an 
earthly prince, or to fet up a temporal 
kingdom in this world. His kingdora 
is {piritual, and confills tn righteonf- 
nefs, and peace, and joy in the Holy 
Ghoit: He refufed to be made an earth- 
ly king. He prefcribed no modes of 
national and civil government, gave 
no poritical laws to civil foctety, did 
not intermeddle with the police or go- 
vernments of Rates ; this was alioge- 
ther foreign to the defen of his mill- 
on. He gave laws to his church, his 
own kingdom, which is redeemed by 
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his blood, called and fanctified by his 


fpiru. And it is clear, that ecclefiatti- 
cal laws have. no temporal penalties 
annexed to them. ‘* It has been faid, 
(jays this divine legiflator) am eye for 
an eye, and a tooth for a tooth : but 
I fay unto you, that ye refift not evil. 
But whofoever fhall fmite thee on 
the one check, turn to him the other 
alio,”* &c. Math. 5, 38—a9. All 
this 1s mght and proper im the church, 
and were a member of Chrift’s church 
to commit even murder, and were he 
by fome means or other, either not to 
be noticed by the flatce—or, when tri- 
ed, on acc6unt of the want of evi- 
dence, or fome other caufe, acquitted 
gn a civil court, it would be wrong 
in the church to put him to death, 
even though he fhould confefs the 
crime or fcandal before the church, 
Yea, on his giving proper evidence of 
repentance, the church would. not, 
and could not, according to the laws 
of Chrift, cafl him out of her commu- 
nion ; and 1 doubt not, but fome, 
who are juftly executed by the fiate, 
may die in full communion with the 
church, and go to heaven, ‘The 
church can afk no more than fitficient 
figns of repentance, or tokens of 
the perfon’s reconciliation to God, 
There is nothing punitive or vindictive 
inher cenfures. She knows nothing 
of civil pains or penalsies. Church 
difcipline is dh fcripture a be- 
wailing or lamenting over the offen- 
der. But how will is apply to civil 
policy, or the government of tempo- 
ral kingdoms ? it is abfurd thus to 
blend ecclefiaflical difcipline with ci- 
vil policy, or to confound the fpiritual 
kingdom of Chrift with the kingdoms 
of this world, and the laws of the one 
kingdom with the laws of the others. 
After making this remark, it is futhci- 
ent to afk, does Chrilt any where con- 
demn he laws of civil fociety which 
put Murderers to death ? does & annul 
or repeal them ? does he thus imter- 
meddle with the governinents of men, 
or give the leaft hint that fuch a law 
in civil fociety is cruel and unjull ? 
it is certain, that the political fyflem 
of Mofes put the murderer to death ; 
does Chrift annul or repeal it ? No, 
he declares, he came not to deftroy 
the law. All the rant and noife, then, 
about its being contrary to the fpirit 
of chriftianity, mutt go for nothing, ex- 


Odsfervations on capital punt/hments. 





cept to prove the injudicioufnefs of ; 
authors. It is contrary to the fpirit of 
chriftianity, to commit murder : by} 
perfectly agreeable to it, to put ge 
murderer to death, For Jefus Chap 
evidently recognizes and approy 
the original flaiute given to Noah 
This he does, Matth, 22. 6, “Ay 
the remnant took his fervants, 
flew them ; and when the king hea 
thereof, he was wroth, and fent for 
his armies and deflroyed thefe murdel 
ers.” It is in vain to fay," thatth 
is aparable, and that the king rep 
feuts the Almighty himfeif ; for 
may be afked, in what do kings ay 
magiltrates reprefent God? Doub. 
lefs in having the power of executi 
the laws, wielding the fword of juf. 
tice, and punifhing the wicked, The 
are God’s vicegerents, his minitters, 
and revengers, to execute wrath on 
him that doeth evil, * By me,” fay 
God, ** kings reign, and princes de- 
cree yuftice.’’ And it is manifeft that 
Chriit {peaks of the king’s condué as 
proper and jult, and the deflrutton o 
the murderets as altogether righteous, 
The apoitle Paul, in oe fpeech before 
Feflus, the Roman governor, recog- 
nizes, and approves it. Attts 95, 11. 
** If I be an offender,’’ fays he, * or 
have committed any thing worihy of 
death, 1 refule not to die.” Buta- 
cording to our author, Paul wasa fool, 
a favage ; for none of the fons of 
Adam can commit a crime worthy 0 
death by the hands of men ; and ther 
fore 1f Paul had committed even te 
barbarous crime of murder, he ough 
to have refufed to die. But O! how 
wife does the humanity of fcepticsand 
focimans make them ! 

The fame is evident from Rom. 1}, 
Let every foul be fubjeé to the 
higher powers ; for there 1s no pow- 
er but of God : the powers that be 
are ordained of God, Wilt thou ther 
not be afraid of the power, do that 
which is good, and thou fhale hae 
praife of the fame ; for he is the m 
nifter of God to thee for good. But 
if thou do that which is ag be afrad 
for he beareth not the {word in vat 
for he isa minifter of God, a reveng! 
to execute wrath upon him that doe 
evil.’ The {word is an inftrumet 
of death ; itis, bya figure well know 
in rhetoric, put for the execution @ 


the fentence ofdeath. Now, fays Pat 
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fpirit of 
Ct: bull the magiftrate is ordained of God, he 

ie bears the {word, and bears it not in 
vain. He has the power of execut- 
ing death on the tranfgreffors of the 
law. He is a revenger to execute 
wrath on him that doeth evil, and 
{arely if any crime can defetve death, 
murder deferves it. I fhall not add 
any more ptoofs from God’s word : 
but will only fay, heaven forbid ! that 
everthis gentleman’s humanity fhould 
8 Fey take place and prevail in our land, ~ 





; for according to the eae, it wou 
ings anil defile the land with blood. 

Doub — It is delightful to obferve the coin- 
bof at cidence of reafon with the dottrine of 
1 of jul revelation on this fubject. 


1. They 1. Civil government is certainly 


uniter, moral government, and by it God car- 
rath on ries on his moral government of the 
ne,” fay world. The moral fenfe, or the in- 
neces desl gelible impreflion on the human heart, 
felt hac of right and wrong, of the immutable 
mnduct as principles of juftice and equity, is jult 
action of the authoritative voice of God in the 
em foul. It is the divine law ruling in 
‘D before the heart, and wherever the divine law 
> TCOg-H rules, we may fafely fay, there is the 
25, Ie divine government. Now does the 
» OM crime of murder deferve the ftroke of 
orthy off death immediately from the hand of 
But eH God? This our author does not de- 
asafool MM ny, ‘Therefore I affirm, that the ci- 
fons off vil magiltrate ought to execute it ; be- 
vorthy Of caufe he is the minifter of God’s mo- 
nd ther-Mi yal government. It pleafes the Su- 
even UR preme Being to condutt the govern- 
he ougttll ment of this world by a delegated ad- 
O! howl miniftration, or a fubordinate feries of 
pucsaiea fecondary caufes. The finger of the 
Almighty is concealed under that thin 

Rom. 13% veil: but it is no lefs the work of 
t to the God on that account, and the executi- 
no pow“ on of jultice by God’s minilters, is 
that by God’s execution of it, and avenging 
thou thea juitice is not excluded from this ‘ext 
, do tht for fays the apoffle, the civil migiftrate, 
nalt hell who isundoubtedly God’s officer, “is 
the SH a revenger to execute wrath on him 
od. Bill thatdoeth evil.”? 1 know it will be 
be afrat objected to this argument, that many 
d in vail other crimesdeferve death by the im- 
| reve mediate ftroke of the divine hand, and 
hat do that according to this, civil rulers 
ntrumet ought to execute it. The only anfwer 
ell know that this merits, is, Do thefe crimes 
cution Gi come as properly within the magiftrate’s 
faysPawl province ? Are they as really politi- 


cal injuries to fuciety, and of as great 
magnitude P If they be ; doubrlets 
Vo.,. 1V. No. V 
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the magiffrate ought to punifh them in 
the fame manner. But perhaps no 
crime is a political injury to fociety 
equally with murder, and it is certain 
that none comes more properly under 
the cognizance of civil authority. 
Other crimes ought to be punifhed 
proportionally to their malignity. Scep- 
ticifm is nearly allied to atheifm. Scep- 
tics exclude » Supreme Being from 
the government of his own world, 
They do not fee, and will not ac- 
knowledge him in his own inftitutions 
and laws. They feparate created agen- 
cy from the idea of the divine agency 
therein, even in thofe inflances where 
the creature ats according to a divine 
inflation, or by the authority of the 
divine law, They detach the idea of 
God’s majefty and authority from ci- 
vil magiftracy, which is certainly his 
inftitution. us, though God be 


prefent and vifible in all his works, - 


they are fo blind, as not to fee himia 
any. 

2. It will not be denied by our au- 
thor, that the grand defign of the fo- 
cialunion, or of the compatt which 
forms fociety, is, to protect life, pro- 
perty, and liberty ; life as much, if 
not more than any other of the two, 
This is an incontrovertible principle. 
If indeed life was never in danger, and 
could not pofhibly be fo in the focial 
flate, there would be no reafon to 
make the prefervation of it anend of 
the focial compatt : but all men know 
that this is far from being the cafe. If 
all men were perfeétly holy, juft, and 
gaod, I will not fay, that there would 
be no need for law and government a- 
mong them; but I am certain, there 
wa be no nécefhity for coercion, 
compulfion, or em Bolly Laws 
with fevere penalties annexed tothem, 
are made for the lawlefs and difobedi- 
ent, for the ungodly and for finners, 
for unholy and profane, for murder- 
ers, for manflayers ; and fuch there e- 
ver have been, and will be in fociety. 
Therefore the protettion of life is a 
grand and principal end in the focial 
compact, and inftitution of civil go- 
vernment, But the compaét which is 
defigned to eee life, muft in the 
very nature of things, imply a power 
to take away the life of the aggreffor ; 
becaufé in many cafes the life of the 
innocent gould not otherwife be pro- 
tetted. This I think all men muft 
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grant. Our author can deny none of 
thefe principies. He cannot deny, 
that th: lives of good men are often in 
danger from the cruelty, injuftice, and 
ferocity of the bad ; nor can he deny 
that it is the chief end of the inftituti- 
on of civil government to protect the 
lives of the good ; and it is equally 
certain, that in many cafes their lives 
cannot be protected in any other way, 
than by taking away the life of the ag- 
grcflor. All this is diametrically op- 
pofite to hisnoftrum, that men in no 
cafes whatfoever have aright to take 
away the life of a fellow creature, 

3. The focial compatt is fuch, that 
the life, property, and liberty of the 
whole community, are colletted into 
ene common flock, and are commit- 
ted to the protettion of the civil ma- 
giftracy. This compatt is founded on 
the immutable principles of juftice and 
equity, that is, the life, property, and 
liberty of each member, fhall be fafe, 
wuile he continues obedient to the 
fundamental laws of fociety, and no 
longer. If thefe laws be violated by 
him, he forfeits one or all of thefe, in 
proportion to the demerits of his 
crime. All this is made known to 
all the members of fociety, in the 
penalties annexed tothe laws. The 
prefervation of life is the principal 
objeét in this compaé, as has been 
faid, and the law eftablifhed for this 
purpofe, is every man’s deareft birth- 
right, and higheft privilege. All that 
a man hath, will he give for his life, 
If then, it be on certain conditions 
only, that fociety engages to proteé 
life ; furely, if thefe conditions be vi- 
olated, the obligation on fociety to 
proteét the violator’s life, is annihilat- 
ed by his own confent, He can have 
no claim to his life by the focial com- 
paét, Society is under no obligation to 
prote& him, And if he be not proteét- 
ed by {gcrety, the relations of the mur- 
dered will naturally take vengeance, in 
doing which they would be warranted 
by the divine law, and alfo by focie- 
ty’s dropping the protection of him. 
This would be their right, in a ftate 
of nature. But this method of proce- 
dure would involve greater difficul- 
ites, and perhaps be the occafion of 
frefh murders ; wherefore it is much 
better to commit the power of execut- 
ing the fentence of death on him, to 
the magillraey of the country, than 
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to leave it in the hands of indivi. 
duals. 

Our author, I fuppofe, has neve; 
lad a father, a brother, a wife, ora 
child murdered by the cruel hands of 
any ruillan, Jt is au theory wah 
him, But if ever it be his jot (which 
may providence prevent) to have a 
beloved fon violently murdered, he 
will feel otherwife than he does 
now ; his fittitious humanity will eva. 
porate before the ftrong and irrefiflible 
feelings of nature, porceptions of 
juftice and equity ; and his Vanity, 
which prompts him to write in oppo. 
fition to almoft all men, whom he re. 
prefents as fools and favages, will 
evanifh as chaff before the whirlwind, 

4- To punifh murder with deaih, 
exatily coincides with the grand end 
and intention of civil government, 
which is chiefly to ptevent crimes, 
I fay chiefly, becaufe there feems to 
be fomething more in it. It is the 
opinion of many, and I cannot fee 
that it is ill-founded, that on fome oc. 
cafions, public juftice requires a facri- 
fice ; the majelly of the laws requires 
it ; and without admitting it, the law 
muft appear a very ductile, pliable, 
trifling - sd ; inftead of having flabi- 
lity, it muft be as a reed fhaken before 
the wind, The laws of civil fociety, 
founded on the immutable principles 
of juftice, are God’s laws; avi 
courts are his courts ; civil magiftrates 
are his miniflers, This is the uniform 
voice of reafon ; wherefore, on fome 
occafions, | believe, public juttice re- 
quires a facriice. But however this 
may be, I am certain, that to pre- 
vent the commiflion of crimes, is the 
principal defign of the inflitution of 
civil government. How fhall this be 
done ? no doubt all previous pains 
fhould be taken to form the manners 
of the people to religion and virie : 
but alec aries may prove, and often 
do prove ineffectual, Some men are 
as he horfe or mule, which have no 
underflanding, whofe mouth a bridie 
muit command, left they come near to 
us. An affaflin commits murder, Mult 
we leave it in his power to commit 
more ? he invades Ond ’s prerogative, 
takes away the life of his fellow crea- 
ture, againft law, againft juftice, with- 


out authority ; and from the baielt 


principles and motives, robs focicty of 
a Valuable, ulefyl meubor, whom io- 
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ciety was under the ftrongeft obligati- 
ons to protect ; robs a tender wife of 
her hufband, perhaps a young, helplefs 
family, of an indulgent parent, and 
commits all this outrage againft the 
laws of God and man, only to gratify 
his horrid, diabolical paflions. Shall 
the montter live ? Shall fociety run the 
hazard of his repeating his iniquity ? 
Forbid it, juftice ! Forbid it, heaven ! 
by his death, God is glorified, the law 
honoured, public juftice fatished, the 
land cleanfed from blood, and foctety 
fecured in peace and fafety ; for while 
it is eflectually put out of his power to 
repeat his tranigfeflion, it is a folemn 
and awful warning to others, to be- 
ware of {plitting on the fame rock. 

5. Itis founded on ftritt juftice, 
The ancient law, ‘* aneye for aneye, 
a tooth for a tooth,’’ is not a ceremo- 
nial precept, nor typical, In the 


name of wonder, of what could it be- can befal him. 


atype ? It ftands on the immoveable 
foundations of ftrict juftice, equity, 
and truth, Chill, indeed, repeals it 
in his church, for there is nothing pu- 
nitive or vindictive in the cenfures of 
the church, Signs of repentance or 
reconciliation to God are all that is 
requifite in his {piritual kingdom: but 
will this author fay, that Chrilt repeal- 
ed it in civil communities ? Did he 
intermeddle with the policy of {tates 
or comimonwealths ? Bid he erect a 
temporal kingdom in this world ? 
Surely not. The members of his 
church are, and mutt be the members 
of civil Communities, Did he advife 
them not to fubmit to the laws of 
equity in fuch focieties ? No, his 
word every where enjoins the contrary. 
This author will allow, that if he 
have lent his neighbour a fum of mo- 
ney, it ought to be repaid to him, and 
that with intereft too. He will ad- 
mit of money for money, pound for 
pound, and ox forox ; why not, then, 
eye toreye P Becaufe, he will fay, it 
will be of no fervice to injured inno- 
cence, that the guikty futher, Here- 
in he ts miftaken ; it will be the means 
of preferving the injured perfon’s o- 
ther eye, and is of infinite fervice to 
fociety, as a caveat againtt fuch out- 
tages, And I am of opinion, that 
greater exactnefs and promptithde im 
puntthing cries of inferior magnitude, 
Mgt tend much to prevent the ne- 
cetity of capital punttaments, From 


J 


all which, we may juffly infer, that 
blood for blood, or life for life, is a 
moft juftand neceffary law; and in 

roportion as our bodily members and 
Fife are more precious and important 
than property, fo fhould the laws for 
their prefervation, be more ftrict and 
fevere, and more inflexibly executed, 

6. His fcheme is either altogether 
inefficient to gain the purpoles of ci- 
vil government, or it will be moft fa- 
vage, barbarous, and cruel. He is 
for punifhing the murderer with la- 
bour. But it is felt-evident, that he 
“cannot labour with his hands and feer 
in chains, nor without a guatd contie 
nually waiting on him. If his hands 
and feet be loofe, the blood-thirity 
wretch will have it in his power to 
commit murders without end ; the 
life of every man near hin will be tn 
danger. He knows the worft that 
Men cannot by the 
law make his condition more afflittive 
and miferable, than it 1s, and tt is well 
known, that when a man has once 
imbrued his hands in bliéod, he will 
not be very fcrupulous about repeating 
the horrid tranfgretlion ; evil habits 
grow faft. All men enter the dark 
path of vice with fear; but as they ad- 
vance, they become more bold, and 
allume courage. Or ifhe be for con- 
fining the criminal continually in a 
dungeon and in irons, this would be 
to kill him by inches ; it ts like put- 
ting him to death ina flow manner 
on the rack or wheel ; which would 
be moft barbarous and favage indeed ; 
and like delighting in human mifery. 
And I do not fee, but that on his ab- 
furd principles of humanity, he mutt 
ftarve him to death, for otherwife, the 
defperate creature may have 1t in his 
power at one time or another, by one 
means Or another, to murder at leatt 
the perfon who fupplies him with 
food, Our author throws out one ve- 
ry fhocking idea, ** Let him live, 
(lays he) to fupport by his labour that 
amily which he has robbed of a fa- 
ther, or other valuable member.” I 
will puta queflion home to his feelings ; 
fuppofing a midnight robber were to 
murder him, while fleeping fecurely, 
as he vainly imagined, under the pro- 
tection of the laws, how would his la- 
dy and children relifh the food which, 
in this cafe, and on his plan, might 
be called the price of his blood ? 
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Finally by a divine and yet a hu- 

n inflitution, viz. marriage, we 
lawfully receive life. By a divine 
and yet a human inilitution, viz, ci- 
vil government, our life is preferved, 
and therefore, by a fimilar inftitution, 
or by diving and human laws, the 
life of a murderer may be lawfully 
taken away. The whole courfe of 
divine providence favours and fup- 
ports this opinion, God, in innu- 
merable inflances, makes  manifeft, 
that he is not an idle or carelefs {pec- 
tator of the wickednefsof men, The 
footfteps of the divine majefty may be 
Clearly traced in his government of 
the world. He makes it evident that 
verily there is a God who judgeth in 
the earth, This is wonderfully veri- 
fied in the almoft univerfal deteétion 
of the unnatural crime of murder, 
and in bringing the perpetrators to 
condign punifhment, by a chain of 

rovidences, which the wifdom of man 

d no hand in forming, and of which 
the criminal himfelf had neither the 
{malleft forefight nor fear, Many 
fuch examples gre on record, and in- 
controvertibly authenticated ; and | 
with they had all beep preferved, and 
might in future be fo, It would be 
for the interefi of nations te preferve 
gnd publifh authenuc regillers of fuch 
things. 

Finally, the univerfal confent of 
mankind, and the confent even of the 
murderers themfelves, when in their 
yight minds, conhrms the argument. 
‘All nations, in gil ages, have agreed 
in this truth, that the murderer fhould 
not be permitted to Jive, Jews, Hea- 
hens, Mahomeians, and Chriftians, 
an Bn and civilized nations unani- 
moufly concur in it. The barbarians 
on the ifland Melita, now Malta, faid 
of Paul, when they faw the viper faf- 
ten oh his hand, “* furely this man is 
a murderer, whom, though he haye 
efcaped the dangers of the fea, yet 
vengeance fuflereth not to live.” It 
js like one of thefe feit-evident truths, 
to which reatfon allents gs foon as it 1s 
pro whed. It feems to be alinoft as 
evident as that there isa God, a pro, 
yidence, that God is mghteous and 
jul, and will, mm his holy providence, 
avenge the guilty, and reward the 
righteous, And [I think it cannot be 
denied, that in the ordinary courfe of 
his government, he docth this by the 
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agency and miniftry of his creator 
though fometimes he may Hep oad 
his ordinary way. By the mundiry of 
angels, he deflroyed Sodom and Go 
morrah ; and by the minifiry of bo. 
nelt and upright magiftrates, he cun 
off the wicked, adminiflers moral go. 
vernment, and fupporis order and yuf. 
tice among men. It 18 wrong in ths 
writer ¢o combat the divine influgn. 
ons, the divine laws, and the immuta. 
ble principles of juttice and eqany ; 
or to attempt to overthrow the evernal 
foundations of God’s moral gover. 
ment. Such fentuments appear noo. 
fenfical to men who conlder what 
they fay, or macrely think, before 
they afhrm. He indeed attempt: w 
enervate this argument, by alleging 
that all nations have agreed in favyer. 
ing flavery : but even fuppofing the 
were true, it will not prove the incl. 
fivenefs of the other argument. fe. 
caufe nations are not perfett; the 
will not prove that there is nothing 
ood about them. Becaufe they have 
N wrong in too much encouraging 
flavery, this will not prove, that they 
are wrong in believing the exrflence of 

a Supreme Being, and admimilen 

pice, But on his plan, we thou 
ave flavery in abundance, becaufes 
flight punifhment would multiply mur- 
ders, and according t his plan, all 
murderers mull be for ever flaves, But 
Ht isnot true, that the encouraging of 
flavery has been, and is, as univerial 
as the punifhing of murder by death, 
Far from it. And I appeal on the 
head to all men acquainted with the 
hiflory beth of the paft or prefest 
ages. Jt is needlefs to enter on the 
detail, itis a notorious truth, It « 
true that all ages. im all nation, 
have feen the neceflity of {upporting 
the relation of mafter and fervani; 
and this is a relanon divinely wlan 
ed, and effential to the exillence or¢ 
welfgre of fociety. Slavery is carry. 
ing the divine inflitution beyond 
duc bounds ; it only @ partial abate 
of a good and lawful thing. Box 
what » vol are there in death ? I 
believe imdeacd that the punifhng 
murderers wuh torture, and patrerg 
them to unnece [lary pain, as m it 
recent inflance at Martimico, os an 2- 
bufe of the divine initmuton on th 
head, firnilae 19 that of abutting te 
lawful relation of mailer and fervant 
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te flavery. He further fays, chat the 
fs of Rutha, the king of Swe- 
den, and duke of Tufcany, do not 
punith murder by death: and for this 
reafon, he calls them the witedt legr- 
Jacors in Europe. A hne reaton in- 
decd! and can « be fo, that the fu- 
me w.idom in legillauon thines in 
the barbarous nation of Rufha, which 
but atew years ago only emerged from 
the deeps of barbarifm, and ariauned 
any tolerable degree of civilization ? 
or can it thine with fuch lullre in the 
dark regions of Sweden, thew near 
acighbours ? or among the bigoted 
juperitous paprlts of Lufcany? | 
can fearcely believe u. I with our au- 
thor had dilated more on what he has 
fo bluntly afferted. He thould have 
gven his authonty, and mentroned 
what they have fubllisued in the place 
of the common puniliment. | am not 
fulhcrently acquainted with the mier- 
nal police of thete nairons, to contra- 
ditt him ; and yet I am not alrogether 
willing to take hu word for a, with- 
out further sluflration, Pundhments 
of fome kind they mufi have. Are 
there no public executions in thefle 
nations ? it would be abiurd to put a- 
ny others to death, and {pare murder- 
ers. Perhaps mM is horrid ctuehy that 
attuaics them, Pollibly they throw 
them into the mines, to die there by 
inches, Is the fpru of chroftunny 
more powerful among the Ruthan: 
and Swedes, than any where elie ’ 
there «s luatice reafon to think uw. If 
the fart be to, 1 am ayh to think, tS 
owing to the mmperfect aim nitration 
of yalbce among them. It 1s certarm, 
that the great czar, Peter the firit, 
was not fqueamth about taking away 
hfe. He ordered 4 nubleman to un- 
mediate execution, for unly kt ing 
gre hand of his queen, as he Reiped 
ber out of her coach; and took care 
next day to take the queen to fee the 
fight. He uled to hang up in dozens, 
the robbers that uslched hu kingdom, 
and keh them on taltened 
through thou obs, to wruhe out therr 
liwes athe moll excnu iating tottare. 
He was nos very fey i Arte newher, a- 
ht Meng war On Rs nenghlenars. 
ihe pretent emprefs thinks pot much 
ot thedd "g the Dowd uf {fter Latads a 
Turks, and of her own fubjerts, om a 
coateniton ahout the ngh: of dom 
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And I wonder what the wife chidli- 
an princefs has dene with ver bh ibaredl, 
whofe throne fhe ufurped forme years 
aga, while the qi cily fli pt hen cut af 
t way of het ambuion! All the 
world knows the mad bloudy freaks of 
Charles X11. of Sweden ; and thele 
very humane people are now falling 
pell-mell on tks humane and wale 
neighbours the Ruthans, 

Un this head, | may mention the 
confemt of swurdevers themiche-. 
Vety few comparsuvely have Lees 
executed for me crome of muricr, 
who have now confefled thew gut, 
and that there pumdhment was jull. 
Some, who have died fhacere poms 
tents, have been divinely ule 
minated and blefled with fauh on 
Chrlt, and hopes of pardon and cre 
pal life, on full poffetion of their rea- 
fon, perfectly wm thew right minds, 
and py fe Hlang the laaeat ol | Ae w, 
have, with) t% seal 
humiliation, acknowledged 
of God and man im ther 
‘The penitent thet on the 
robably Rad been con 
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don’t with to retain it. He pleaded 
guilty twice before the couri, and di- 
ed in the molt beliewing, penitential, 
melting, and joyful frame, full of 
faith and of the Holy Gholl : but in- 
variably confeffed the juftice of his 
feusence. I have now im my fludy, 
the fermon preached before h's execu- 
ton, and two printed letters written 
by him in prifon, which fully atieft 
thefe facis; and would depend more 
on fuch a folemn certain evidence as 
this, than on the fophifticated argu- 
ments, falfe reafoning, and deceitful 
colouring of all the {ceptics and _foci- 
nians, from the begmming of the 
world to the end of ume ; though -on 
this alone, I do not refl the weight of 
my arguinent, 
(To bo continued.) 
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The Pennfyloania farmer's letterse 
By the hon. John Dickinfon, ¢/7. 
( Continued from page 378.) 
LETTER It, 


My dear countrymen, 

RE JOIC Evo find that my two 

former letters to you, have been 
generally received with fo much fa- 
vour by fuch of you, whofe fenti- 
ments | have had an opportunity of 
knowing. Could you look inio my 
heart, you would inflantly perceive a 
zealous attachment to your interells, 
and a lively refentment of every in- 
fult and injury offered.to you, to be 
the motives that have engaged me to 
addse{s you. 

} am no further concerned in any 
thing aflettung America, than any one 
of you ; and when liberty leaves ut, 1 
can quit it much more convenicutly 
than moft of you. But, while divine 
previdence, that gave me exiftence in 
a land of freedom, permits my head 
to think, my lips to fpeak, and my 
hand to move, | fhall fo highly and 
gratefully value the bleffing received 
asto take care, that my ftlence an 
inattivity fhall not give my implied 
alfent to amy att, degrading my bre- 
thren and myfelf from the eestews 
wherewith heaven itfelf ** hath made 
us free.” 

Sorry I am to learn, that there are 
fome few perfons, who fhake their 
heads with folemn motion, and pre- 
tend to wonder, what can be the 
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meaning of thefe letters, © Crem 
Britain,” they fay, “* 1s too power 
ful to contend with ; fhe is determi 
ed to opprefs us; itis in vainto {peak 
of right on one fide, when there j 
power on the other; when we ap 
firong enough to refifl, we fhall y. 
tempt it; but now we are. not fio 
enough, and therefore we had bette 
equict ; 1 figmfes nothing to cop. 
vince us that our rights are imvad 
when we cannot defend them; a 
if we fhould get into riots and tums 
about the late aét, it will only dry 
down heavier difpleafure upon vs,” 

Whatcan fuch men detign ? Whe 
do their grave obfervations amountto 
but this—** that thefe colonies, a 
tally regardlefs of their liberties, fhouid 
cominit them, with humble refignat. 
on, to chance, time, and the tendg 
mercics of miniflers ?”’ 

Are thefe men ignorant, that ufir 
pations, which might have been fuc. 
cefsfully oppofed at firfl, acuire 
itrength by continuance, and thus be. 
come irrefiftible P Do they condema 
the conduct of thefe colonies, con 
cerning the flamp-att ? Or have they 
forgot its fuceetsful fue ? Ought ihe 
colonies, at that time, inflead of att 
Ing a: they did, to have trufled for 
relicf to the fortuitous events of fu- 
tury ? If it us needlefs * to fpeak 
of rights’? now, it was as necdlels 
then. If the behaviour of the colo. 
nies was prudent and glorious then, 
and fuccefsful too; it will be equally 
prudent and glorious to ati in the fame 
manner now, if our rights are equally 
invaded, and may be as fucceisful, 
Therefore it becomes neceflary to en 
quire, whether “* our rights are in- 
vaded.”” Vo talk of ** defending” 
them, as if they could be no other 
wife ** defended” than by arms, 1s 
as much out of the way, as if aman 
having a choice of feveral roads to 
reach his jourrey’s end, fhould pre- 
fer the worll, for no other reafon, but 
becaufe ut is the worll. 

As to * riots and tumults,” the 
entlemen who are fo apprehenfive © 
hel. are much miftaken, if they 
think, that grievances cannot be re- 
dreffed without fuch afliftance. 

I will now tell the gentlemen, what 
is, ** the meaning of thefe levers.” 
The meaning of them ts, to convince 
the people of thele colomigs, that they 
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are at this moment expofed to the moft 
imminent dangers; and to pertuade 
them immediately, vigeorouily, aud 
unanimoully, to exert themtelyes in 
the moft firm, but moll peaceable man- 
ner. for obtaining relief. 

The caufe of liberty is a caufe of 
soo much dignity to be fullied by tur- 
bulence and tumult. It ought to be 
maintained in amanner fuitavle to her 
nature. Lhofe who engage in it, ought 
‘to breathe a fedate, yet fervent fpirit, 
animating them toattions of prudence, 
jultice, modelty, bravery, humanity, 
and magnanimity. 

To fuch a wonderful degree were 

the ancient Spartans, as brave and free’ 
a people as ever exilted, intpired by 
this happy temperature of foul, that 
rejecting even mm their battles the ufe 
of trumpets, and other in{lruments for 
exciting heat and rage, they marched 
up to fcenes of havock, and horror*, 
with the found of flutes, to the tunes 
of which their fleps kept pace—** ex- 
hibiting,’’ as Plutarch ag **atonee, 
aterrible and delightful fight, and 
proceeding with a delib rate valour. 
full of hope and good afhirance, as if 
fome divinity had fenlibly affuted 
them.” 
- Lhope, my dear countrymen, that 
you ch, in every colony, be upon 
your guard againft thofe who may at 
any time endeavour to flir youup, un- 
der pretences of patriotifm, to any 
meatures difrefpectful to our fovereign 
and our mother country, Hot, rafh, dif- 
orderly proceedings, injure the reputa- 
tion of a people, as to wifdom, valour, 
and virtue, without procuring them 
the leafl benefit. I pray God, that he 
may be pleafed to inipire you and your 
polterity, tothe latell ages, with a {pi- 
nt, of which I have an idea, but find a 
difhculty to exprefs, To exprefs it 
in the beft manner [ can; 1 meana 
fpirit that fhall fo guide you, that it 
willbe impolfible to determine whe- 
ther an American’s character is mott 
diftinguifhable for his loyalty to his 
fovereign, his duty to his mother 
country, his love of freedom, of his 
aifection for his native foil. 

Every government at fome time 0, 


NOTE, 
* Plutarchin the life of Lycurgus. 
Archbifhop — Potter’s Archxlogta 
Graca, 
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other, fails into wrong meafures, Thefe 
may proceed from millake or paflion. 
Butevery fuch meature does not di- 
folve the obligation between the go 
vernorsand the governed. The miflake 
may be corrected ; the pathon may 
fubfide, Itis the duty of the govern- 
ed to endeavour to rectify the miffake, 
and to appeafe the pation. ‘They 
have not at firft any other right, than 
to reprefent their grievances, and to 
pray for redrefs, unlefs an emergerve 
is fo prefling, as not to allow time for 
receiving an anfwer to their applica- 
tions, which rarely happens. If thete 
applications are difregarded, then that 
kind of oppofition becomes jultifia- 
ble, which can be made without 
breaking the laws, or di:iturbing the 
public peace. 

This confifls in the prevention of 
the oppre{fors reaping advantage from 
their oppreilions, and not in their pu- 
nifhment. For experience may teach 
them what reafon did not ; and harfh 
methods cannot be proper ull milder 
ones have failed. 

If at length it becomes undeubted, 
that an inveterate refolution is formed 

. . - . . 

to annihilate the liberties of the go- 
verned, the Ejfylith hiftory affords 
frequent examples of refiftance by 
force. What parucular circumflances 
will in any future cafe juitify fuch refif!- 
ance, can never be afceria‘ned tll they 
happen. Perhaps it may be allowa- 
ble to fay generally, that it never can 
be jultitiable, until the people are fully 
convinced, that any further fubmifioa 
will be deltructive to their happinets. 
When the appeal is made tothe fword, 
highly probable is it, that the punifh- 
ment willexceed the offence; andthe 
calamities attending on war outweigh 
thofe preceding it. Thefe confider- 
ations of juftice and prudence, will 
always have great influence with good 
and wife men. 

To thefe refle€tions on this fubjeét, 
it remains to be added, and ought for 
ever to be remembered, that refiltasce, 
in the cafe of colonies againit their 
mother country, is extremely difler- 
ent from the refiftance of a people a- 
gainit their prince. A nation may 
change their king, or race of kings, 
and, retaining their ancient form of «o- 
vernment, be gainers by changing. 

Thus Great-Britain, under the illu! 
trious houte of Bruniwick, a house 
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that feems to flourifh for the happinefs 


ef mankind, has found a felicity, un- 
known in the reigns of the Stewarts. 
Bat if once we are feparated from our 
mother country, what new form of 

overnment fhall we adopt, or where 
fail we find another Britain, to fup- 
ply our lofs ? Torn from the body, to 
which we are united by religion, li- 
berty, laws, affections, relation, lan- 
guage and commerce, we mull bleed 
ai every vein. 

In wruth—the profperity of thefe 
provinces is founded m their depen- 
dence on Great-Britain; and when 
fhe returns to her ‘* old good humour 
avd her old good nature,”” as lord 
Clarendon expreffes it, I hope they 
will always think it their duty and in- 
tereft, as it moft certainly will be, to 
promote her welfare by all the means 
nr their power, 

We cannot a with too much cau- 
tion in our difputes. Anger produc- 
es anger; and differences, that. might 
be accommodated by kind and ref- 

¢tful behaviour, may, by impru- 
Sine: be enlarged to an tmeurable 
rage. In quarrels between couniries, 


as well asin thoic between individuals, 
when they have rifen to a certain 
height, the firft caufe of diffenfion 1s 
no longer remembered, the minds of 
the parties being wholly engaged in 
recollecting and refenting the mutual 


exprefhons of their diflike. When 
feuds have reached that fatal point, 
all confiderations of reafon and equity 
vanifh ; anda blind fury governs, or 
rather confounds all things. A peo- 
le no longer regards their intereft, 
Me the gratification of their wrath. 
The {way of the + Cleons and Clo- 
dufes, the defigning and deteftable 
flatterers of the prevailing pafhion, be- 
comes confirmed. Wife and good 
mch in vain oppofe the ftorm, and 
may think themfelves fortunate, if, 
im attempting to preferve their ungrate- 
£.! fellow citizens, they do not ruin 
themfelves, Their prudence will be 
called bafenefs ; their moderation will 
be called guilt ; and iftheir virtue does 
not lead them to deftruétion, as that 


NOTE. 


+ Cleon was a popular firebrand of 
Athens, and Clodins of Rome; each 
of whom plunged his country into the 
deepett calamiues. 
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of many other great and excellent 
fons has done, they may furvive 
receive from their expiring county 
the mournful glory of her acknoy, 
ledgement, that their counfels, if rp. 
garded, would have faved her, 

The exprefsly-conftitutional modg 
of obtaining relief, are thofe which | 
with to fee purfued on the prefent o¢. 
cafion ; thatis, by petitionsof our af. 
femblies, or where they are not per. 
mitted to meet, of the people, to th 
powers that can afford us relief, 

We have an excellent prince, in 
whofe good difpofitions towards us we 
may confide. Wehave a generous, fen. 
fible and humane nation, to whomwe 
may apply. They may be deceived, 
They may by artful men, be provoked 
to anger againftus. I cannot believe 
they will be cruel or unjuft; or that 
their anger will be implacable. Le 
us behave like dutiful children, who 
have received unmerited blows fron 
a beloved parent. Let us complainio 
our parent ; but let our complaints {peak 
at the fame time the language of afflitii- 
onand veneration. 

If, however, it fhall happen byas 
unfortunate courfe of affairs, that our 
applications to his majefty and the 
parliament for redre{s, prove ineffec- 
tual, let us thentake another flep, by 
witholding from Great- Britain all the 
advantages fhe has been ufed to re- 
ceive from us, Then let us try, four 
ingenuity, induflry, and frugality, will 
not give weightto our remonftrances, 
Let us all be united with one fpirit, in 
one caufe. Let us invent—let us work— 
let us fave—let us continually keep up 
our claim, and inceffantly repeat our 
complaints—But, above all, let usim- 
plore the protefiion of that inhnitely 
good and gracious Being*, ** by whom 
kings reign, and princes decree jul- 
tice.”” 

Nil de/perandum. 

Nothing is to be defpaired of, 


LETTER IV. 


My dar countrymen, 
A* objettion, I hear, has been made 

againft my fecond letter, which 
I would willingly clear up before I 
proceed. ‘ There is,’’ fay thefe ob- 
jettors, “‘ a material difference be- 

NOTE, 
* Prov. Vili, 25 


meaning 
hiflory « 













ween the flamp aft, and the late aft 
for laving a duty on paper, &c. that 






cllent per, juftifies the conduét of thofe who op- 
UTVive tg ofedthe former, and yet are wil- 
‘ sae lew to fubmitto the latter. The du- 
i tel ties impofed by the flamp-aét, were 
my tt Bl gternai taxes : but the prefent are ex- 
nal mode ternal, and therefore the arliament 
> whi may have a rightto impofe them,” _ 
which | To this I anfwer, with a total densal 





refent of. 





of the power of parliament to lay up- 































of our a. on thefe colonies any ** tax’’ whatever. 
rs ‘Ths port, being fo important to 
ef this. and to fucceeding generations, I 
saa . wilh to be clearly underflood. 
rds a. To the word ** tax,”” I annex that 
jaindia meaning which the conftitution and 
whines. hillory of England require to be an- 
lenin: nexed to it; that is—-that yis an im- 
mis pofition on the fubjett, for the fole 
t helien purpofe of levying money. 
onde In the early ages of our monarchy, 
le, le ern fervices were rendered to the 
oaieia rown for the general good. Thefe 
aie fron Mencr’ perfonal*: but in procefs of 
plaints ume, fuch inftitutions being found in- 
nts fpeak convenient, gifis and = of their 
fafa. mee’ Property were made by the peo- 
NOTES, 

en byan * Itis very worthy of remark, how 
that our Mwatchful our wife anceflors were, left 
and the Mitheir fervices thould be increafed be- 
ineffec- HMlyond what the law allowed. No man 
Hep, by was bound to go out of the realm to 
nalithe Miferve the king. Therefore even in 
| tore Biitlie conquering reign of Henry the 
ry, ifour MBfifih, when the martial {pirit of the 
ity, will, Mnation was highly ialleniel by the he- 
Rrances, HMroic courage of their prince, and by 
fpirit, in Bb:s great fuccels, they ftill carefully 
sWork—- Bipiiarded againlt the eliablifhment of il- 
keep up Mezal fervices, ‘* When this point 
peat our BM ays lord chief juftice Coke) concern- 
etusim- MBig mainienance of wars out of Eng- 
ohnitely MBand, came in queftion, the commons 
yy whom d make their continua! claim of their 


ree jule Bencient freedom and birthright, as in 
he firllof Henry the fifth, and in the 


eventh of Henry the fifth, &c, the 


of, vmmons made a provell, that they 
ere not bound 1 the matntenance of 

rar in Seotiand, Ireland, Calice, 

France, Normandy, or otherforeign 

en made darts, and caufed thetr proteits to be 
which BPntered into the parliament rolis, where 
efore 1 BBhey yet remain ; which, in effect, a- 
vefe ob- MBreech with that which, upon like oc- 
ace be- MBalion, was made in the parliament of 


Edward 1,"’ od Inft. p. s08, 
Vor. IV. No. V. 
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ple, under the feveral names of aids, 
tallages, tafks, taxes, and fubfidies, 
&c. Thefe were made, as may be col- 
le€ted even from the names, for pub- 
lic fervice upon ** need ant neceffi- 
tyt.”’ All thefefams were levied upon 
the people by virmue of their voluntary 
gift*, Their defign was to fupport 


NOTES, 
“+ ath Inf. p. 28. 

mg ) sis Angliae, nihil tale, nif 
convocares primis ordinibus, et affen- 
trente populo, fufciprunt. Phil. Co- 
mines, ed, Init. 

Thefe gifts entirely depending on 
the pleafure of the donors, were pro- 
poruoned to the abilities of the feve- 
ral ranks of people who gave, and were 
regulated by their opinion of the pub- 
lic neceflities. Thus Edward I. had 
in ns 11th year a thiriicth from the 
laity, a twentieth from the cletgy ; 
in his eed year, a tenth from the laity, 
a fixth from London, and other cor- 
porate towns, half oftheir benefits from 
the clergy ; in his 2gd year an cleventa 
from the barons and others, a tenth 
from the clergy, a feventh froin the 
burgeifes, &c. Hume’s Hullory of 
England, 

The fame difference in the grants of 
the feveral ranks is obfervable in other 
reigns. 

In the famous fatute de ta//agio non 
concedendo, the king enumerates the 
feveral clailes, without whofe confent, 
he and his heirs never fhould fet or le- 
vy any tax—‘** audlum tallagium, vel 
auxilium per nos, vel haeredes noftros 
in regno noflro ponatur feu levetur, 
frne voluntate et affenfuarchiepifcopo- 
rum, epi{coporum, comilum, baronum, 
militum, burgenfium, et altorum dibe- 
rorum com, de regno nofiro.” gah 
Edward I, 

Lord chief juftice Coke, in his 
comment on thefe words, fays—** for 
the quieting of the commons, and for 
a perpetual and conilant law foreyer 
after, both inthis aud other like cafes, 
this a€t was made. .Thefe words are 
plain, withou any feruple, abfolute 
without any faving.’’ ed Coke’s Init, 
p- 532, 533+ Little did the venerable 
judge imagine, that “* other like caf- 
es” would happen, in which the fpir'e 
of this law would be defpifed by Fng- 
lifhmen, the pofleriy of thofe’ who 
made it, 
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the national honour and_intereft. 
Some of thofe grants comprehended 
duties artling froin trade ;_ being im- 
poits on merchandifes. Thefe lord 
chief jullice Coke clalles under ** fub- 
fidies,’’ and ‘* parhamentary aids,’’ 
They are alfo called, ‘* cufloms,’’ 
But whatever the name was,. they 
were always confidered as gifts of the 
people to the crown, to be employed 
for public ufes, . 

Commerce was ata low ebb, and 
furprifing inftances mght be produc- 
éd, how little it was attended to fora 
fucceihon of ages. ‘The terms that 
have been mentioned, and, among the 
reft, chat of ** tax,’’ had obtained a 
national, parliamentary meaning, 
drawn from the principles of the con- 
flitution, long before any Englifhman 
thought of impofition of duties for the 
regulation of trade, 

Whenever we fpeak of “* taxes’’ a- 
mong Englifhmen, let us therefore 
fpeak of them with reference to the 
principles on which, and the intenti- 
ons with which they have been efla- 
blifhed. ‘This will give certainty to 
our expreflion, and fafety to our con- 
duct : butif, when we have in view the 

~ A + 
iberty of thefe colonies, we proceed in 
any other courfe, we purfue a Juno* 
indeed, but fhall only catch a cloud, 

Inthe national, parliamentary fenfe 
infifled on, the word ‘* taxt’’ was 
certainly underflood by the congrefs at 
New- Y ork, whofe refolves may be faid 
to form the American * bill of 
rights.” 

The third, fourth, fifth, ard fixth 
refolves, are thus expreffed. 

LI, ** That it isinfeparably effen- 
tial tothe freedom of a people, and 
the undoubted right of _Englifhmen, 
that ¢ no tax be impofed on them, 

NOTES, 

* The goddefs of empire, in the 
heathen myihology ; according to an 

nicient fable, Ixion purfued her, but 
The efcaped in a cloud, 

+ Inthis fenfe Montefquiew ufes 
the word ‘‘tax,”’ in his 1gth book of 
Spirit of Laws. 

t The rough dranght of the refolves 
of the conerefs at New-York is now 
in my hands, and from fomeé notes on 
that‘draught, and other particular rea- 
fons,- 1 am fatished that the congrefs 
underflood the word ** tax”? *in she 
{enfe here contended for, 
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but with their own content, vive 
perfonally, or by their teprefema, 
tives. 

IV. ‘* That ahe- people of the o 

lontes are not, and from their lod 
circumilances, cannot be reprefeng 
in the houfe of commons in Greg 
Britain, 
_ Vv. *f That the only reprefeny 
tives of the people of the colonia 
are the perfons chofen therein |, 
themfelves; and that no taxes eye 
have been, or can be cor!tivutional 
impofed on them, but by their 
fpettive legiflatures, 

VI. ** That all fupplies to the 
crown, being free gifts of the people 
it is unreafonable, and inconfitter; 
with the principles and {pirit of ie 
Britifh conflitution, for the people of 
Great-Britain to grant to his majely 
the property of the colonies,” 

Here is no dillinction made between 
internal and external taxes. lie 
vident from the thort reafoning throw 
into thefe refolves, that every imp. 
fition ** to grant to his majetty te 
property of the colomes,”’ was thought 
a ** tax 3" and thatevery fuch impo 


fition, if laid any other way thas 
with their confent, given. perion. 


és 


ally, or by their reprefentatives,” wa 
noi only ** aoe ae ty and incon. 
fiftent with the prinerplos and {pt 
of the Britthh conflitution,”’ but de. 
ftru¢tive * tothe freedom ofa people,” 
This language is clear and impor: 
tant. A ® tax’? means an imponti 
on to raife money. Such perfom 
therefore as {peak of internal and ex 
ternal ‘* taxes,’’ I pray, may pardor 
me, if I objett to that exprefhon, a 
applied to the privileges and intereh 
of thefe colonies. ‘Lhere may bem 
ternal and external impofitions, foun: 
ed on different principles, and having 
diferent tendencies; every “ tax” 
being an impofition, tho’ every inpe: 
{ition is not a “* tax.’”? But all taxa 
are founded on the fame principle; 
and have the fame tendency. 
External impofitions, for the rege 
lation of our trade, donot “ grantt 
his majefiy the property ‘of the cole 


nies.” They only prevent the coh 
: $vles acquiring property, 


in things ne 
néceffary, in a manner judged too 
injurious to the welfare of ihe whe 
empire, But the laft fatute re {pet 
ing us, “ grants to his majelty ™ 
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ty of the colonies,’’ by laying 
MC “son the ‘manufactures of Great- 
Britain which they muft take, and 
which fhe feuled on ihem, on pur- 
pole that they flrould take. 

What * tax can be more internal 
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* It feems to be evident, that mr. 
Pict, in his defence of America, dur- 
ing the debate concerning the repeal 

of the flamp-act, by “* internal taxes, 
meant any dhsies ** forthe pnrpofe of 
railing a revenue ;’’ and by ‘°° ex- 
ternal taxes.”’ meant duties impofed 
“ for the regulation of urade.”’ Eis 
exprethons are thefe—‘** If the gen- 
tleman does not underfland the ditter- 
ence between internal and external 
taxes, I cannot help it; but ther 
is a plain diftinétion between taxes 
levied for the purpofes of raifing a 
revenue, and duties imps ofed for the 
recut: uion of trade, for the acommo- 
dation of the fubjett ; although, in 
the confequences, {ome revenue mi ht 
incidentally arife from the fat ter.” 

Thefe words were in mr, Putt’s re- 
ply to mr. Grenville, who faid he 
could not underiland "the difference 
between external and internal taxes. 

Inevery other part of his {peeches 
on that occafion, his words confirm 
this conftruction of his exprethons, 
The following extraéis will fhew how 
politive and general were his afferti- 
ons of our right. 

* It is my op:nton that this king- 
dom has no right to lay a tax upon the 
colomes.’’—** The Americans are 
the fons, not the baltards of England. 
Taxation is no part of the governing 
and legiflative power, *_s The taxcs 
are a voluntary gift and grant of ‘the 
commons alone, In legiflation the 
three eflates of the realm are alike 
congerne ed, but the concurrence of 

the peers and the crown to a tax, Is on- 
ly neceflary to clofe with the form of 
alaw. The gift and grant is of the 
commons alone.’’"—** ‘The dillinttion 
between legiflation and taxation is 
ee neceflary to liberty.”— 
he commons of Americ ‘a, repre- 
fented in nthe sit feveral aflembiies, have 
ever been in poffefon of the exercife 
ef this their coniliutional right, of 
giving and granting their own money. 
They. would have been flave S, if they 
bad nos enjoyed it,” * Lhe idea of 
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than this? Here is money drawn, 
without their confent, from a fociety, 
who have contlantly enjoyed a confh- 
tutional mode of railing all money a- 
mong themfelyes. The payment of 
this tax they have no pollible method 
of avoiding ; as they cannot do_with- 
out the commodities on which it is 
laid, and they cannot manufatture 
thefe commodities themfelves, Be- 
fides, if this unbappy country fhould 
be fo lucky as toelude this act, by 
getting parchment enough, in the 
place of paper, or by reviving the an- 

cient method of writing on wax and 
bark, and by inv enting ; ‘fomething to 
ferve inttead of glafs, ~ her ingenuity 
would fland her in little flead ; for 
then oe mt ag ‘ament would have ne- 
thing ut to prohibit fuch manu- 
fables, or to lay a tax onhats and 

NOTE, 

a virtual reprefentation of America in 
this houfe, is the moft contemptible 
idea that ever entered into the head 
of man.—It does not deferve a feri- 
ous refutation.’ 

He afterwards fhews the unreafon- 
ablenefs of Great-Britain taxing A- 
merica, thuu—** When I had the ho- 
nour of ferving his majefly, 1 availed 
myfelf of the means of information 
which I derived from my office. i 
fpeak therefore from knowledge. ad 
materials were good. I was at pai 
to collect, to digeft, to confider ag 
and I willbe bold watlirm, that the 
profit to Great-Britain from the trade 
of the colonies, through all its branch- 
es, is two millions a year. ‘This is 
the fund that carried you triumpha ntly 
through the laft war. The eftates that 
were rented at two thoufand pounds 
a year, threefvore years ago, are three 
thoufand pounds at prefent. Thofe 
eltates fol if then from fifteen to eig:t- 
teen years parchafe ; the fame may 
new be fold for uhirty « You owe 
this to America. ‘this is the price 
that America pays you for her proicc- 
non.” § det ire not fay how much 
higher thefe | wots may be augment- 
o4.°—* U pon he whole, I will beg 
Laie 6 to tell the ‘ges wh ” is realiy 
my opinion ; iis, chat the fiamp act 
be re wale abfotuts ly, totallv. and 
imme yi ately. ‘Thar the reaton for the 
repe al be ufiened, became af WwW ts 


found ed o 
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woollen cloths, which they have al- 
ready prohiiited the colonies from 
fupplying each caher with ; or on in- 


lonies to tax themfelves, could be 
reafon, that in this long penod ¢ 
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which they have prohibited the 









railing their food, 


late act preferab 





sn the fame manner oppofed, 







fofium, 






LETTER V. 


My dear countrymen, 







per, &c. might have been fafely 








of mr. Grenv ille. 






NOTES, 






rica, may be 
this kingdom, be it farther enatied by 
the authoruy gforefaid, that from and 
after the twepty-fourth dav of June, 
3750, no mill, orother engine, for 
iimung or rolling of tron, or any plat- 
iug fogge, to work with aul: hammer, 
or anv furnace for making fleel, fhall 
be erected : of, atrer fuch erection, 
continue in any Of Mis majelty’s co- 
lomes mn America,”’ 234, Gecrge lI, 
chap. 29. fett, 9. 

a hough hele narticulars are 
mentioned as being abfolutely necef- 
jary, yet perhaps they are not more jo 
than glals im our fevere winters, to 
keep out the cold from our houfes ; 














or than paper, withont which foch rm- 
expreliuble confulhons mult enfuc, 


ftruinents, and tools of feel and iron, 


To- 

inctals from manufacturing at ail t: 
And then, what litle gold and filver 
they have, mutt be toftn from their 
hands, or they will not be able, ina 
fhort time, to get an axe +, for cut- 
ung their firewood, nora plough, for 
In what reipett, 
theretore, 1 beg leave to afk, is the 
ft to the flamp-act, or 

more confiflent with the liberties of 
the colonies ? For my own part, I 
regard them both with equal appre- 
henfions ; and chink they ought to be 


Habemus quidem fenatus confuitum, 
—tanquam gladium in vagina re- 


We havea fatute, laid up for future 
ufe, like a (word ui the {cabbard, 


ERHAPS the objeftion to the 
tae “att, impofing duties — pa- 

relt- 
ed on the argument drawn from the 
univerfal conduét of parl.aments and 
miniflers, from the firfl exiftence of 
thele colonies, to the adminilrauon 


What but the indifputable, the ac- 
kuowledged exclufive mght of the co- 


t “* And that pig and bar iron, 
made in his majefly’s colomes in Ame- 
further manufattured in 


more than one hundred and fifty yea. 
no fatute was ever palled for the be 
purpofe of raring a revenue on & 
colonies ? and how clear, how Coges 
muft that reaton be, to which eve, 
yarhament, and every munifter, for ¢ 
line aume fubmitted, without a fs 
gic attempt to winovaie P 
England, w part of that courfe 
* 
years, and Great Britain, im ocher 
parts, was engazed in feveral here 
and expeniive wars; troubled way 
fome cinulsous and bold patia- 
wems ; governed by many daring and 
wicked miniffers ; yet none of them 
ever ventured to touch the palladem 
of American liberty, Ambuitlon, ara. 
rice, fattion, tyranny, all revereds, 
Whenever tt was necellary wo rake 
money on the coluuies, the requifiuos 
ofihe crown were made, and dunfull, 
compl ed with, The parliament, frow 
tm: to tome, regylaied their trade, 
and that of the reit of tLe empire, 
preferve their dependence, and the con. 
nexion of the whole in good order, 
The people of Great Brun, a 
fupport of cheir privileges, boall muca 
of chem anti juity. ” Ie ts true they ae 
ancient; yet 1 may well be queiten.- 
ed, if there is a fingle privilege of a 
Bruith fubjett, fupported by ionger 
more folemn, or more unincernepted 
tellimony, than the exclulive nght f 
taxation in thei> colonies. ‘The peo 
le of Great, Britain confides that 
{ ined m as the fovere ign of thefe tee 
jonies, and would now annex to that 
fovere.gnty a prerogative never heasd 
of before. How would they bear sha, 
was the cafe ther own ? what woold 
they think of a new prerogauve clayn- 
ed by the crown ? we aay gueds what 
their would be, from ihe 
i anfpors: of praltiann inc wheck the 
fell about tne jace embargo, though ed 
ta reheve the nrolt emergent necelbuts 
of Rate, admitting of no delay ; and 
for which theye were numerous prt 
cedents, t 


‘ ond wt 


Let our hberwes be treated 
with the fame tendernels, and a mail 


we defire 
Exploit as the conduft of parte 
ments, for fo many ages, i, to prore 


that no money can be lewed om thelg 
colonics by parhrament, for the pete 
P fe of railing a revenue, yet a a 
the only evidence im our favout, 
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Every one of the moft maternal ar- 
uments againfl the legality of the 
soon operates with equal! force 
againft the art now objetied to ; but as 
they are well known, it feeais unne- 
ae? Se to repeat them here. 

This general one onty fhall be con- 
fidered at prefert : that though thefe 
colonies are dependent on Great Bri 
tain ; and though fhe has a legal pow - 
er to make daws for preterving that 
dependence : yei a i BOs necellary 
for this purpofe, mor « ential to che 
relation between 2 meather country 
and her colonies, as was eagerly con- 
tended by the advocates for the Ramp 
act, that the thoald rafe money on 
them without therr content. 

Colonics were formerly planted by 
warhke nations, to keep thew ene- 
aes in awe; to releve thew country, 
overburdened wah inhabuants; of 
to difcharge a number of diicontente | 
and troublefome ciaszens. But in 
more modern ages, the ipiru of vwo- 
lence being in fome mealare, if the 
exprefhon may be allowed, theathed 
in commerce, colomes have been fet- 
ticd by the Natrearne of hawope Hn tw 
pis poles of trade, 
were to be attam “d, by the colonres 
ra‘ing for thew morher counry thole 
ih mgs wh cn me a a new produc ¢ her 
fett ; and by fapplying rhemfelives from 
her with things they waered, Theie 
were the natwnal oopects ‘nm Le cin. 


i hele per parte ‘ 


mencement of aur Colonies, ar fhave 
Po-n uarformily fo in their promotion, 

Doanfwer thefe grand purples, per- 
i-tt lhberivy was known to be neceifa- 
; at baflery proving, that trade 
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manufattures from any ether part of 
the globe, or ewen the produtis of Fo. 
ropean countries, wheh aleme could 
rival her, witaout berg orf broueis 
fo Der. ln thet, hy a varieiy of law , 
fle regulated ther trade mm fach a 
manner as the thought rol? conduciwe 
to therr wreitual adv ahiage. aAini OF? 
own welfare, A power » ferved 
to the crown of repeal: aeyv iat 
that fhould be enatted : the ewerwurive 
authornty of gowernment wes allo hele 
ed inthe crown, and tts repretenrarives ; 
and an appeal was fecured to ob 
crowa frow ail judgments mm the a 
minranen of pwilae, 

For all thete powers, eflabirthed by 
the mother coantry ower the cole 
met ; for all thete pemente emoly. 
ments derived by her from them ; tu 
ail thee d ts. ahises and dill re les n" 
bxmy themicives, 
comipence mace them ? a commenca- 
tot of hee coghes mm general, and parti- 
culariy o. tae great one, the huaandati- 


what wae the re. 


oneot alltre coth—thar they property, 
acqueread wuh fo much pan and ha- 


gard, {) 1 de ditpx ted of Py none 
been . the iL ely omer, tee the i hve athe 
tiful re mpt “we linewnace oe the law 
cred teript s*, “*thas they fthould 
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them—the conflant exercife of her fu- 
premacy—and their filial fubmifion 
to nu, without a fingle rebellion, or e- 
ven the thought of one, from their 
fict emigration to this moment—and 
all thefe things have happened, with- 
out one inflance of Great Britain’s 
laying taxes to levy money upon them, 
How many * Britifh authors have 
NOTE, 

* Te has been faid in the houfe of 
commons, when complaints have been 
made of the decay of wade to any part 
of Europe, ** That fuch things were 
not worth regard, as Great-brita‘a 
was poffeiled of colonies that could 
confume more of her manutactures 
than fhe was able to fupply them 
with,”’ 

** As the cafe now flands, we fhall 
fhew that the plantations are a {pring 
of wealth to this nation, thatthey work 
for us, that their treafure centres all 
here, and that the laws have ued them 
fait enough to us: {fo that it muli be 
through our own fault and mifma 
nagement, if they become independ- 
ent of England.’”” Diavenant on tire 


plantation trade, 

** It as better that the iflands flrould 
be fupplied from the northern colonies 
than fcom England ; for this reafon, 
t's provifions we might fend to Bar- 
badoes, Jamaica, &c. would be un- 
improved oo of the earth, as 


grain of all kinds, or fuch produte 
where there is litle got by the im- 
provement, as malt, falt beef, and 
pork ; indeed the exportation of {alt 
bil thither would be more adyanta- 
geous, but the goods which we fend to 
the northern colonies, are fuch whofe 
mmprovement may be juilly faid, one 
with another, to be near four fifths of 
the value of the whole commodity, as 
apparel, houfhold furniture, and many 
oiher thines,”’ Idem. 

** New-England is the moil preju- 
dicial plantauon to the kingdom of 
Engiand ; and yet to do right to that 
molt indultrious Englith colony, I 
muti confefs, that though we lofe by 
th curcnlwated trade with other foreign 
plantations, vet we are very great gain- 
ers by their direét trade from old Eng- 
land. Qur yearly exportation of 
Englifh manufatturcs, malt and other 
good, from hence cucher, amounting, 


in my Open, to ten times the value 


The Penn{ylvania farmer's letters. 


demonftrated, that the prefent wealth, 

ower, and glory of their country, are 
Pounded upon thefe colonies ? a 
conlianily as ftreams tend to the oce. 
an, have they been pouting the fruits 
of all their labours into their mo. 
ther’s lap. Good heaven ! and thal 
a total oblivion of former tenderneffes 
and bieflings, be {pread over the minds 


NOTE, 

of what is imporied from thence; 
which calculanon I do not make at 
random, but upon mature confiderati- 
of, and, etadvestute: upon as much 
experience in this very trade, asany 
other perfon will pretend to; and 
therefore, whenever reformation of 
our correfpondency in trade with that 
people fhail be thoughe on, it will, in 
my poor judgment, require great ten. 
dernels, and very ferious circum{petii- 
on.”’ Sir Jofiah Child’s d.fcourfe on 
trade. 

** Our plantations fpend moflly our 
Englifh manufactures, and thofeof all 
forts almoft imaginable, in egregious 
quantities, and employ near twothinds 
of all onr Englifh thipping; fo tha 
we have more people in England, by 
reafon of our plantations in Am 
rica.” Idem, 
Sir Jofiah Child fays, in another port 
of his work, “* That not more than 
fifty families are maintained in Eng- 
land by the refining of fugar.”’ From 
whence, and from what Davenant 
fays, it is plain, that the advantages 
here fad to be derived from the plan- 
tations by England, mutt be meant 
chietly of the cont:nental colonies, 

©} fhall fum up my whole remarks 
on our American colomes, withithis 
obfervation, that as they are a certan 
annual revenue of feveral millions iter- 
ling to their mother country, they 
ought carefully to be protetted, duly 
encouraged, and every Opportunily 
that pretents, improved for their in- 
crement and advantage, as every one 
they can potlibly reap, mul at laftre- 
turn to us with-intereft,”” Beawe’s 
Lex, Merc, Red. 

‘* We may fafely advance, that 
our trade and navigation are greatly 
increafed by our colonies, and that 
they really are a fource of treafureand 
naval power tothis kingdom, fince they 
work for us, and their trealure cen- 
tres here, Before ihew fettlement, 
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of a good and wife nation, by the for- 
did arts of intriguing men, who, co- 
vering their felhth projetts under pre- 
tences of public good, firit enrage 
their countrymen into a frenzy of pat- 
fion, and then advance their own 1n- 
flucnce aad intereft, by gratifying the 

ahon, which they themlelves have 
Pafely excued ? 

NOTE. 


our manufactures were few, and thofe 
but indifferent ; the number of Eng- 
lith merchants very fmall, and the 
whole thipping of the nation much in- 
ferior to what now belongsto the aor- 
thern colonies only, Thefe are cer- 
tain fatts, But fince their eftablifh- 
ment, our condition has altered for thé 
better, almo!t to adegree beyond cre- 
dibility.—Our manufactures are pro- 
digioully increafed, chiefly by the 
demand for them iv the plantations, 
where they at‘leait take o'f one half, 
and fupply us with many valuable 
commodities for exportation, which 1s 
as great an emolument to the mother 
kingdom, as to the plantations them- 
felves.”? Poltlethwayt’s umv. dict. 
of trade and commerce. + 

** Mott of the nations of Europe 
have interfered with us, more or lefs, 
m divers of our flaple manufactures, 
within half a century, not only in our 
woollen, but in our lead and tin: ma- 
nifittures, as well as our fifheries.”’ 
Pofllethwayt, 24rd. 

** The inhabitants of our colonies, 
by carrying on trade withtheir fore.gn 
neighbours do not only occafion a greai- 
erquantity of the goods and merchan- 
dife of Eurepe being fent frem hence to 
them, and a greater quantity of the pro- 
duct of America to be fent from them 
hither, whieh would otherwife be carri- 
ed from and brought to Europe by fo- 
reiguers, but an increafe of the fea- 
men and navigatton in thof: parts, 
which ts of great firength and fecurity, 
as well asof great advantage toour plan- 
tations in general, And though fome 
of our colonies are not only for pre- 
venting the importation of all goods 
of the fame fpecies they produce, but 
fuiter particular planters to keep 
great rans of land in their poffeffion 
unculivated, with defign to prevent 
wew letilements, whereby they 1ma- 
gine the prices of their commodities, 


may be affected 3 vecif it be coulider- 
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Hitherto Great-Britain has been 
contented with her proiperity. Mos 
deration has been t):<crule of her con- 


duct. But now, a generous humane 


people, that fo often has protetied 
the liberty of ftrangers, is imftamed 
into an attempt to tear a privilege 
from her own children, which, ifex- 
ecuicd, mult, in their opinion, fink 
NOTE. 

ed, that the markets of Great-Britain 
desend on the markets of all! Eu- 
rope ingeneral, and thatthe European 
markets in general depend onthe pro- 
portion between the annual confump- 
tion and the whole quantity of ecacts 
fpecies annually produced by all na- 
tions ; it mufi follow, that whether 
we or foreigners are the producers, 
carriers, importers, and exporiers of 
American produce, yet their reipec- 
tive prices in eash colony ‘ihe diifer- 
ence of freight, cuftoms, and inpor- 
tations confidered) will always bear 
proportion to the general confiimptt- 
en of the whole quaniity of each fort, 
produced in all colonies, andin all 
paris, allowing only for the ufual con- 
tingencies that trade and commerce, a- 
gnculture and manufactures, are hable 
to in all countries.’’ Poltlethwayt, eed. 

** Tt as certain, that from the very 
time fir Waher Raleigh, the father 
of our Englith colomtes, and his affo- 


ments, there have been perfons who 
have found an unterefl, in mifrepre- 
fenting, or teilening che value of them 
—The attempis were called chimer:- 
cal and dangerous. Afterwards many 
malignant fuggeliions were mad* a- 
bout facrificing fo many Enghihmen 
to the obitinate defire of fettling colo- 
nies in countr es which then produc 
ed very little advantage. But as thefe 
difhculties were gradually furmount- 
ed, thofe complaints vantfhed. No 
fooner were thefe lamentations over, 
but others arofe in their Vead: when 
it could be no longer fad, that the 
colonies were ufelets, it was alleged 
that they were not ufeful chongh to 
their mother country ; that while we 
were loaded with taxes, they were 
abfolutely free : that the planters !iv- 
ed like princes, while the inhabitants 
of England laboured hard for a tolera- 
ble fubliitence.’’——Pofletswayt, isrd. 

** Before the fetilemem ef the‘e 


Warten "oly poi 


sem oer mg - 
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them into flaves: and for what? For 
a pernicious powe>. not necelfary to 
her, as her own experience may con- 
vince her; but horrbiy dreadful and 
deieflatly to them. 

It teers extremely probable, that 
when cdol, dilpailonate pollerity 
thall conflder the atiectionate imter- 
eourfe, ibe reciprocal benehts, and 


NOTE. 


enlonies,’” fays Pofilethwayt, “ our 
manutattures were few, an thofe but 
mmaditterent. In thole days we had 
pot only our naval flores, but our 
fh:ps from our neighbours. Germa- 
ny furnifhed us with all things made 
of metal, even to nails. Wine, pe 
per, linens, and a thoufand other 
things, came from France. Portugal 
fupplhed us wuh fugar; all the pro- 
ducts of America were poured in to us 
from Spain; aod the Venetians and 
Genoefe retarled to us the commodi- 
ues of the Eaft-Indies, at their own 
rice. 

© If it be afked, whether foreign- 
ers, for what goods they take of us, do 
not pay on ‘that contumption a great 
portion of our taxcs ? It is bdmuted 
theydo,”’ Pofthethwayt’s Great-bri- 
tain’s true fyliem. ’ 

** lf we are afraid that one day or 
other the colopies wiil revolt, and 
fet up for themfelves, as fome feem 
to apprehend, let us not drive them 
toa necetlity to feel themtelves inde- 
pendent of us; as they wall do, the 
moment they perceive that they can 
be fupplied with/all things from with- 
in themielves, and do not need ouraf- 
filtance. If we -wouid keep them fill 
dependent upon their mother country, 
and, in fome refnetts, fubfervient to 
her views and weifare, let us make it 
their intereftalways tobe fo,”? Tuc- 
ker on trade, 

Our colonies, while they have 
Frehth blood in their veins, and have 
rejations in Lngland, and while they 
an get by trading with us, the flronger 
aduthe greater they grow, the more this 
crown and kingdom will get by them ; 
and nothing but fach an arbitrary pow- 
er as fhail make them defperate, can 
bring them to rebel.’’ _ Davenant on 
the plantation trade, 

** Lhe northern colonies are not 
upon jhe fame footing as.thofe of the 
fou; aud having a worle foil to 


the unfufpeAing conhdence, that have 
fubfifted between thefe colonies and 
their parent country, for {uch a length 
of time, they will execrate, with the 
bittereft curfes, the infamous memor 
of thofe men, whofe-peftilential am. 
bitton unneceffarily, wantonly, cruel. 
ly. firll opened the fources of civil 
difcord between them ; ‘fir turned 
NOTE, 
improve, they mufl find the recom. 
pence fome other way, which only 
can be in property and dominion; up 
on which fcore, any innovations in 
the form of government there, fhould 
be cautioufly examined, for fear of 
entering upon meafures, by which the 
induftry of the in habitants may be quite 
difcouraged, Tis always unfortunate 
for a people, either by confent, or up. 
on compulfion, to depart from their 
primitive inititutions, ahd thofe fun- 
damentals by which they were firh 
untted together.” idem. 

The moft effeétual way of uniting 
the colonies, is to make it their com- 
mon interell to oppofe the defigns 
and attempts of Great- Britain, 

** All wife flates will well confider 
how to preferve the advantages anf- 
ing from colonies, and avoid the evils, 
And I conceive that there can be but 
two ways in nature to hinder them 
from throwing off their dependence; 
one, to keep it out of their power, and 
the other, out of thetr will, The 
firft muft be by force, and the latter 
by ufingthem well, and keeping them 
employed in fuch productions, and 
allies fuch manufatiures, as: will 
fupport themfelves and families com- 
fortably, and procure them wealth 
too, and at lealt not prejudice their 
mother country. 

** Force can never be ufed effettu- 
ally to anfwer the end, without de- 
flroying the colonies themfelves, Li- 
berty and encouragement are necefla- 
ry to carry people thither, and to keep 
them together when thev are there; 
and violence will hinder both, Any 
body of troops, confiderable egy 4 
to awe them, and keep them tn tub- 
jection, under the direttion too of a 
needy governor, often fent thither to 
make his fortune, and at fuch a dif 
tance from any application for redrels, 
will foon put an end to all planting, 
and leave the country to the Soldiers 
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their Joye into jealoufy; and firft 
taught thefe provinces, filled wih 
grief and anxiety, to enquire— 

Mens ubi materna eft ? 

Where is maierna! aifection ? 

LETTER VI. 
My dear countrymen, 

T imay perhaps be objefted againft 

the arguments that have been of- 
fered to the public, concerning the le- 
gil power of the parliament, ‘* that 
it has always exercifed the power of 
impofing duties, for the purpofes of 
raifing a revenue on the productions 
of thefe colonies carried to Creat- 
Britain, which may be calledatax gn 
them.” To this objeéiion | atitwer, 
that this is no violation of the’ rights 

NOTF.« 

alone, and if it did not, would eat up 
all the profit of the colony, — Forushis 
reafon, arburary countries have not 
been equally fuccefsful :n planting co- 
lontes with free ones ; and what they 
have done in that kind, haseither been 
by force, or at a valt expence, or by 
departing from the nature of their go- 
vernment, and giving fuch privileges 
to planiers as weredenied to their o- 
ther fubjetts, And I dare fay, that a 
few prudent laws, anda litile prudent 
conduct, would foon give us far the 
greater thare of the riches of all Ame- 
rica, and perhaps drive many of other 
nations out of it, or into other colonies 
for fhe!ter, 

‘** There are fo many exigencies in 
all Rates, fo many foreign warts, and 
domefiic difturbances, that thefe cola- 
nes can never want opportunities, 1f 
they watch for them, to de what they 
fhial! find cheirintereltto do ; andthere- 
fore we ought to take all the precauti- 
ons in our power, that it fhall never be 
their interett to act againfl that of their 
Native country ; an evil which can no 
oiherwife be averted, than by keeping 
thein fully employed in fuch trades as 
w ll increafe their own, as well as our 
wealth ; for itis much to be feared, if 
we do not find employment for them, 
they may find it for us : the intereft of 
tic mother country, 1s always to keep 
them dependent, and fa employed ; 
and it requires all her addreis te do it > 
and itis certainly moreeafily and éffec- 
tually done by gentle and infenfible me- 
thods, than by power alone.’’ Caio’s 
letters, 


Vor. IV. No. V 


of the colonies, it being implied in the 
relation between them and Great-Eri- 
tain,.that they fhould not carry fuch 
commodities to other nations, as 
fhould enable them to interfere with 
the mother country, The impofition 
of duties on thefe commodities, when 
brought te her, is only a confequence 
of her parental right ; and if the pornt 
is thoroughly examined, the duties will 
he found to be laid on the people of 
the mother country. Whatever they 
are, they muff proporiionally ratfe the 
price of the goods, and conlequenily 
mull be paid by the confumers. In ths 
light they were confidered by the par- 
lament in the esth Charles II. chap. 
7, fect. 2, which fays, that the pro- 
duttions of the plantations were car- 
ried from one to another free from all 
cuftams, ‘* while the fubjeéts of this 
your kingdom of England, have paid 
great cufloms and impofinons for 
what of them have been {pent here,’” 


c 

Befides, if Great-Britain exports 
thefe commodities again, the duries 
will injure her own trade, fo that fhe 
cannot hurt us, without plainly and 
immediately hurting herfelf ; and ihis 
is our check againft her acting arbitrari- 
ly in this refpeét, 

* Je may be perhaps further objeQ- 


NOTE. 


* If any one fhould obferve thas 
no oppofition has been made to the 
legaluy of the 4th Geo. III, chap. 
15, which is the firft act of parliament 
that ever impofed duties on the un- 
portations to America, for the expreff- 
ed purpofe of raifing a revenue there ; 
I antwer, firft, that though the act ex- 
prefsly mentions the raifing a revenue 
in America, yet it feems that it had as 
much in view the * improving and 
fecuring the trade between the fame 
and Great Bruain,’’ which words are 
part of is, tile: and the preamble 
jays, ‘* whereas it is expedient that 
new provifions and regulations fhould 
be eftablifhed for improving the reve- 
nue of this kingdom, and for extend- 
ing and fecuring the navigation and 
cominerce between Great beitain, and 
your majelty’s dominions in America, 
which by the peace have been fo 
happily extended and enlarged,’’ &c. 
Secondly, all the duties mentioned in 
that act, are impofed folely on the pros 
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ed “ that it being cranted that flatutes 
tade for regulating trade, are bindm 
upon us, it will be difficule for any 

erfon, but the makers of the laws, to 
Reivcatine which of therh are made for 
the regulating of trade, and which for 
raifing a revenue; and that ftom 
hence may arife confufion.” 

To this I anfwer, that the obje@ion 
is of no force in the prefemt cafe, or 
fueh as refembte it ; becaufe the att 
now in queltion, is formed exprefsly for 
the fole purpofe of raxfing a revenue. 

However, firppofing the defign of 
parliament had not been expteticl, the 
objection fecms to me of no weight, 
with regard to the influence which 
thofe who may make it, might expef 
it ought to have on the condutt of 
thefe colonies, 

It is true, that impofitions for raif- 
ing a revenue, may be ‘hereafter called 
regulations of trade: but names will 
not change the nature of thingss In- 
deed we ought firmly to believe, what 
is an undoubted truth, confirmed by 


NOTE. 


7 

duftionsand manufaétures of foreign 
countries, and nota fingle duty laid 
on any produttion or manufacture of 
our mother country, Thirdly, the 
authority of the provincial alfemblies 
is not therein fo_platn}y attacked as by 
the lafl aét, which makes provifjon for 
defraying the charges of the “ admi- 
niftration of juftice,”” and’ the fup- 
port of civil government.’’ Fourthly, 
that it being doubiful, whether the in- 
tehtion of the 4th Geo, ITI. chap. 15, 
was not as much to regulate trade, as 
to raife a revenue, the minds of the 
people here were wholly engrofled by 
the terror of the ftamp att, then im- 
pending over them, about the intenti- 
on. of which there could be no doubr. 
« Thefe reafons fo far diftinguifh the 
atl’ Geo, III. chap. 15, from the taft 
att, that it 1s not to be wondered at, 
that the firft fhould have been firbmit- 
tedto, though the laft fhould excite the 
moft univerfal and {pirited oppofition. 
For this will be found, on the ftrittett 
examination, to be, in the principle 
on which it is founded, and in me 
confyquences that muft attend ir, if 
polhble, more deftruttive than the 
fiamp att. Itis, to fpeak plainly, a 
rod.gy in our laws; not-having one 
Britith stature, . 
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the unhappy experience of many fate 
heretofore free, that untefs the mot 
watchful aitention be exerted, a nev 
fervitude may be flipped upon US, Un 
der the fanttion of ufual arid refpettah) 
terms, 

Thus the Cafars rumed the Romz 
hiberty, under the titles of old and 
nerable dignittes, known in the moj 
flourtfaing times of freedom, In inj, 
tation of the fame policy, James II, 
when he meant to efiaSlifh popen 
talked of liberty of confcience, th 
moft facred of all h:berties ; sal had 
therehy almoft deceived the diffentes 
into deftruttion. 

All artful rulers, who firive to ex. 
terid. their power beyond its juft limin, 
endeavour to gtve to their attempts as 
much femblance of legality as poll 
Thofe who fucceed them, may venture 
to go a little further ; for each new 
encroachmem will be flrengthened bya 
former. “* + That which ts now fp 

orted by examples, growing old, will 
ecome an example mfelf,” dnd the 
fupport frefh ufurpations. 

A free people therefore can never 
be too qurck in obferving, nor too 
firm in oppofing the beginnings of a 
teration esther in form or reality, 1 
fpecting infitutions formed for ther 
fecurity. The fr kind of aber. 
ation leads to the laft: yet, on ik 
other hand, nothing is more certun, 
than that the forms of hberty may b 
retained, when the fubftance is gone, 
In government, as well as in religion 
* the letter killeth, but the fpirit giver 
lifet.”” 

1 will beg leave to enforce this 
mark’ by a few inflances, The crown 
by the conflitution, has the preroge 
tive of creating peers. The exiftenc 
of that order, in due number and dy 
nity, ts effential to the confliuution, 
and if the crown did not exercife the 

rerogative, the peerage muft hav 
ong fince decreafed fo much, as 9 
have loft its proper influence. Sup 
fe 2 prince, for fome unjull ny 
ould, from time to time, advance 
many needy, profligate wretches + 
that rank, that all the independence 
of the houfe of lords ‘fhorild be é 
ftroyed ; there would then be a mam 


NOTES, 
+ “Tacitus. 
y 2 Cor. iu 6. 
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f.& violation of the conttitutien un- 
der the appearance of uling legal pre- 


tive, 
ihe houfe of commons claim the 
privilege of forming all money bills, 
and will not fulfer either of che other 
branches of the legifbature to add to, 
oralier them ; contending that their 
power fimply extends w an acceptance 
or cejettion of them. Fhis pri¢ilege 
appears to be : but under pre- 
tence of this jult privilege, the houfe 
of commons ae claimed a kcence of 
tacking to money bills, claufes relat- 
ing to things of a totally datferent 
kind, and thus foremg them in a man- 
fer on the king and lords, ‘This feems 
to be an abufe of that priviloge, and 
may be vattty more abated,. Suppofe 
@ future houle, influenced by fome 
diiplaced, difcontented demagogues— 
ja atime of danger, fhould tack to a 
money bill. fomerhing fo injurious to 
the King and peers, that they would 
not affent to #, and yet the commons 
fhou!d obftinarcly infill en it; the 
whole kingdom would be expofed to 
ruin by them, uader the appearance of 
maimaining a valuable privilege. 

In thefe cafes, it might be difficule 
for a while to determine, wheiher the 
king intended to exercife his preroga- 
tive inca conibvutional manner pr not ; 
or whether the commons infifed on 
their demand fattioully, or for the 
public guod ; but furely the conduct 
of the crown, or of the houfe, would 
in tune fulhciently explain itfelf, 

Ought not the people therefore to 
watclr? to observe fatts ? to fearch 
into'caufes ? to inveltigate defigns ? 
aid have. they not a right of judging 
fiein the evidence before them, on 
no flighter points than their liberty 
and happinefs ? it would be lefs than 
triilmg, wherever a Britilh govern- 
ment ts eltablifhed, to make ufe of any 
arguments to prove fuch a right. [cis 
fu‘ficient to remind the reader of the 
day*, on the anaiverfary of whieh 
the firit of thefe letters is j ie | 

1 will now apply what has been 
faid to the prefent quetlion. 

The nature of any impolitions laid 
by parliasneat on thefe colonies, muit 
determine the defign in laying them, 


NOTE, 
* The day on which William the 
thied landed in England, 


It may not be eafy in every-inflance to 
difeover that deligns W herever it is 
doubrful, I think fubmiffion cannor 
dangerous ; way, u mull be right ; 
for,.in my opinion, there is no privi- 
lege thefe colonies claim, which. they 
ought in duty and prudence more 
earneftly to masniain and defend, than 
the authority of the Britdh parlias 
ment, to regulate the trade. of all her 
dominions. Without. this authority, 
the benefits fhe enjoys from our com- 
merce, mult be Jolt to her; the blet- 
fings we enjoy, from our dependence 
ypon her, mult be lott to us, Her 
rength mull decay; her glory va- 
nifh ; and fhe cannot fuiler without 
our partaking in her misfortune,. Let 
us therefore cherifh her’ interells as 
our own, and give her every thing, 
that it becomes freemen to give or w 
receive, 

The nature of any impofitions the 
may lay upomus, may, in general, be 
snown, by conhidering how far they 
relate to the preferving, in due or- 
der, the connexion between the fe- 
veral parts of the Britifh empire. 
One thing we. may be allured of, 
which is this—Whenever fhe impol- 
es duties on commodities, to be paid 
only upon theirex portation fromG reat- 
Britain to thele colonies, it is nota 
regulation of trade, but a detign to 
raiie arevenue'upon us. Other in- 
{lances may happen, which it may not 
be neceffary at prefen: to dwell on. 
I_ hope thefe J as will never, to 
thei laelt exiflence, want under- 
flanding fuficient to difcover the in- 
tentions of thofe who rule over them, 
nor the refvlution necelary for allert- 
ing their interelts, “hey will always 
have the fame rights, that all free 
flutes have, of yudying when their 
privileges are invaded, and of uftng 
all prudent meafures for preferving 
them, 

Quocirca vivite fortes, 

Fortiague adverfs oppontte pedo- 
ra rebus, 

Wherefore keep up your fpirits, 
and gallantly oppofe this adverle 
courfe of gilairs, 


LETTER VII, 


My dear countrymen, 
H{ 1S letter is intended more par- 
ticularly for fuch of you, whofe 
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employments in fe may hav-“pre- 
vented your attending to the confider- 
ation of fome points that are of great 
and public imporiance : for many 
fiich perfons thera’ mult be eve in 
thefe cotonies, where the inhabitants 
in gerteral are more incefhgent than 
ary other people whatever, as has 
been remarked by flrangers, and, it 
feems, with reafon, 

Some of you, perhaps, filled, at 1 
know your brealls ate, with loyalty 
to our molt excellent ‘price, and 
with love to our deay mriher country, 
may feel yourfelves inclined, by the 
attections of your hearts, to approve 
every atiion of thofe whom you fo 
mach venerate and eficem, A‘ pre- 
yudice thus flowing from goodnefs of 
difpofition, is amiable’ indeed. I 
wilh Ht could beindulged“without dan- 
ger. Did I think this pollable, the 
error fheuld have been adopred, and 
not Oppoled by me, ‘But in truth, 
all men are fubjett to the frailties of 
nature; and therefore ‘whatever re- 
gard weentertain for the perfons of 
thole who govern us, we foul al- 
ways remember that their conduti, as 
rulers, may be influenced by human 
infirmities, 

When any laws, injurious to thefe 
colonies, are pafled, we cannot fup- 

fe, that any myury is intended us 
oy his majefly, or the lords. For, the 
aflent of ihe crown aid peers to laws, 
feems, as far as 1 am able to judge, to 
have been veited in them, more for 
their own fecurity, than for any other 
purpofe, On the other ten it 1s 
the particular bufinels of the people, 
to enquire and difcover what regulati- 
ons are ufeful for themeives, and to 
digeft and prefent them tn the form of 
bills, to the other orders, to have 
them enatted intolaws, Where thefe 
laws‘are to bind themfelves, it may 
be expected, that the houfe of com- 
mons will very carefully confider 
them: but when they are making laws 
that aré not defigned to bind them- 
felves, we cannot imagine that their 
deliberations will be as ® cautious and 
{crupuious, asin their ow® cafe, 


NOTE, 


* Many remarkable inflances might 
be produced, of the extraordinary in- 
attertion with which bills of greatim- 
portance, concerning thcle culonies, 
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T an told. that there is a wonder. 
fil addrefs frequently nad Mm Carry. 
img points in the houfe ef common: 
by perfons exper enced in thele af 
fa rs, Opportunities are warched—and 
fometimes vores are pafled, which fal 


the members had heen prefenm, would | 


have been rejelled by a great Mayoriny, 
Certain it is, that when a powerfa 
rorTe, 
nave pafle din parhament; which » 
Owl, 4 1 49 Lluppoted, to che bi 
being DrOught in by che perfons whe 
have points to carry, fo arttully fram. 
ed, that at 1s mot caly forthe memben 
m yeveral, uiioe baile of bulinch,@ 
diicoverihen tendency. 

‘Lhe following initances thew the 
trath of this remark. . VWehen 
Grenville, wm the violence of sebe. 
mation, formed we gth of Geo, HI, 
chap. 13th, tor reguéating the Ame 
ricawtrade, the word ** loclaed”’ wa 
Gropt in Abe Claule relating to on ine 
and jumber, to that we could fend 
thete arucics tu no part of Lurope, has 
t® Great-iritain, 1 his was fo wore 
fuonable areilriction, and jo compari 
the fenmmenis of whe lbegellature fx 
many years bebore, that ot was lure 
prifing 1 thouid hot be taken nonce 
otin the houte. fiwwever ihe ba 
pafled unto a taw, tbut when the 
matier'was cxplained, this refirictos 
was takenolf bva fubfequent att, | 
canna potiuvely fay how long aut 
the taking otf this refinction, as | 
have not the act, but I thank, 1 eh 
than eighteen months, another attet 
parliament pafled, in which ue woe 
** Jreland’’ was lefi out, gull as ot had 
been before. The mauer bewg a & 
cond tine explained, was a iecosd 
tia tepgolated, ' 

Now , et be confidered, {rat ‘e 
omithon mentoned fttruck on wt 
one word lo very great @ part of ox 
trade, 1 mull appoar remat aabie 5 and 
equally io os the method by whet 
rice Became @n churneraicg (oa 
dity. 

** The enumeration was obtaned 
+ Ger) by one Cole, 309 
ta nota th p, employed by a company 
then ¢tradime to Carolema: tas levers 
f I Ath cher, and 


Miips ge nl t um Ongla 
purchaling rice for Portagal, poo ce 


t'ayvs mr, 


_—— — ae 


+ Cce on trade, page 52. 
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and artful man has determined on any 
meature ayant iheie COME, he 
has always luce ecdai m fee ac rtp 
Perhaps, therefore, ut will be proper 
for us, whenever any Oppre'ive act 
afetting us ws palled, to atir.date 4 to 
the natrennion of che members of the 
boufe of commons, and ro the atale- 
volence ora obit of fome tacrremie 
great man, rather than to any ouher 
carrie. 
Now, I dowerily belreve, that the lare 
aft of parhament, impohog d tres on 
wer, x. wav formed by aw, Coren. 
ville, and tes party, becaule 0 8 eve 
demlv apart of char plan, by which 
he endeavoured to render hoonfelt | led 
pelar at home ; and Ido alin behewe, 
that text One halt of rhe members of the 
houle of commons, even of (hole who 
heard ut read, ded perccive how de- 
firnetive it wasto Ametran freedom, 
Forthy reafon, as uth afual on Greate 
Beuain, to conteder the keng's fpeech 
at the fpeech of the minritry, may 
be rioht hereto con feder thes act asthe 
at of 2 party——perhap: | fho wd ipeos 
more pre perly, if | was to ule anouher 
term, 
‘Lhere are two wave of yeipertgere, 
One tq, by empofine acer rion en 
1o be 


pe icubas kinds et 


j Ty 
NOLZ.« 


ed the aforefad captain of a looting. 
Upon hin commg home, he poile tied 
one mr. Lowa let, a Memocr of par- 
hanent {whe was vety treaacnath em- 
ployed to prevere Pall! 

thet carrytrie rice direetiy to t'es- 

, Wat & prepate to the trade of 
kn tant, armed 
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paul by the ufer et con fomer, only 
satvere he potion aa no 
lhe other we, be: Pp ittirg «2 cefvars 
biter eer particular Kkiadsat preety, de 
be pand by the ieiler. 

When «2 wean pavathe frll for of 
tax. he KPrrws Whe Ceoriarety tet Ae 
pays to Much monry fer a tay. iae 
ceonhécranon fh ¢ whch fhe pays t, ee 
romae, and, I 


cur te bem. Pie m bewielec, tems, tat 
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ple gave their infamous emperor fill 
esedit for his fale geucrolz,;. Other 
nauons have been treaied. in the fame 
manner the Romans were. The hon- 
ef, induflrious Germans, wha are fet- 
tled in different parts of ehis.continent, 
can inform us, that u was this fort of 
tax that dreve them fron iheir naiive 
land to our woeds, at that time the 
feats of perfect and indilturbed free- 
doin. 

‘Their princes, inflamed by the luf 
of power, and the lult of wealzh, nve 
furcves that the more they are gorged,, 
the more hungry they grow, wanlgret{- 
ed the bounds they ought, um regard wo 
themfelves, to have obferved. <To 
keep up the deception in the minds of 
tubjecis, ‘* there muft be,” fays * a 
very learned author, ** dome propor- 
tion between the impoft and the value 
of the commodity ;, wherefore. there 
eughi not to be an excelhwve duty up- 
ge merchandi fesof hitle value, There 
are countries in which the duty ex- 
ceeds feventeen or eighteen times the 
value of the commoduy. In this cafe 
the prince removes the Ulufion, His 
fubjetts plainly fee they are deak with 
in an uprealonable manuer, which 
renders them molt exquiately. fenfible 
of ther flavith fiuation.’? From 
hence it appears, that fubjects may be 
ground down into mifery by this fort 
of taxation, as well as by the former, 
“bhey wall be as much unpeverithed, 
if their money is taken fromthem in 
this way asin the other; and that it 
will. be taken, may be more evident, 
by. attend:ng to a few more confidera- 
fons. 

‘Le merchant, or. imperter, who 
pays the duty at rfl, will not con- 
tent ta be fo much money out of poc- 
ket. He therefore piopdrtionably 
saifes the price of his a It may 
then be faid to be a conteft. between 
him ‘ind the perfon offering to buy, 
who fhall lofe the duty. ‘This mutt 

» be decided by the mature of the coim- 
modities, and the purchafer’s demand 
tor them. If they are mere luxuries, 
he is at hberty to doas he pleaics, 
aud if he buys, he does voluntarily : 
but 1f they are abfolime neceffaries or 
convemencies, which Ufe and cullom 


NOTE. 


* Montefqineu's{pirit of laws, book 
$3) Chap. Se 
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have made requifite fot the comfort of 
life, and which he is not permitted 
by the power impofing the duty, to get 
elfewhere, there the feller has a plas 
adwamiage, and the buyer mult pay 
the duty, In fact, the feller is no. 
thing lefs than a collector of the tay 
for the power that impofed it. [fthefe 
duuies ien are exiended to the necef. 
farics and conveniencies of life in ge- 
neral, and enormoutly increafed, the 
people inuft as length become ideed 
** molt exquiftely fenfidle of their 
flavity fimation,’? ‘Lherr happinels 
thescfore enurely depends on the mo- 
derauon of thofe who have authority 
tw wmnpafe the duties, 

Litall. now apply thefe obfery ations 
to the late ast of parhament, Certain 
dunes are thereby impofed on paper 
and glafs, unported me thee culonies, 
By. the laws of Great Britain. we ae 
prohibited to get thefe. articles fiom 
any other part of the world. We can- 
pot at prefent, nor for many year to 
come, though. we fhould apply our- 
felves to thefe manufactures wich ihe 
wimolt induftry, make enough our. 
felves for our own ule, That paper 
aad glals are not only convenient, but 
abfolitely necelfary tor us, F imagine 
very few willdeny. Some, perha 
who think mankind grew wicked and 
luxurious, as foom aythey found out 
another way of Commuineating thew 
fentiments than by f{peech, aud. ano- 
ther way- cf dwelling than in. caves, 
may advance fo whimfical an.opmion, 
but I prefume nobody will take the 
unnecelfary trouble of confutingthem, 

From thefe re marks} think it evi- 
dent, that we mult ule paper and 
gials ; that what we ufe mult be Bn- 
tith ; aad that we mult pay the dutia 
impofed, unlefs thofe. who. fell thefe 
articles, are fo generous as to make us 
prefems of the duties they pay. 

Some perfons may think this aét of 
no confequence, becaufe the duties ate 
fo fmall, - A fatal error, That 1s the 
very circumflance moft alarming to 
me. For Iam convineed, that the 
authors of this law would never have 
obtained an aftto ratfe fo unfling a 
{ua as it mult de, had they nor intend: 
ed by to eltablith a precedent ter 
fuuce we *. Lo contole ourlelves 


NOTE, 


* Several years aficrwards it was age 
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with the findlinefs of the duties, is to 
swalk deliberately into the {nave that 3s 
fer for us, ptariing the neatnefs of the 
workmanthyp. Suppofeche dutres un- 
poled by the late att, could be paid by 
thefe diftreffed colonies with the utmoft 
eafe, and that the purpofes to witeh 
they are to be applied, were the moll 
reafonable and equitable that can be 
coneived, the comrary of “which [f 
hope to demontlrate before thefe fet- 
ters are conchuded ; yet evenin fucha 
fuppofed cafe, thefe colonics ought 
to cegard the att with abhorrence. 
For who are a free people ? Not thofe, 


over whom government is reafonably 


and equitably exercifed, but thofe> 


who hve unter a government fo con- 
ftitutronally checked and controuled, 
that proper provilion is made agarnit 
usbemg otherwife exercifed.* 

The late act is founded on the de- 
ftruttion of this confirutional fecur- 
ty. Ifthe parliament have a right to 
lay a duty of four fhiflings and erght- 
pence on a hundred weight of glafs, or 
a ream of paper, they have-a mght to 
lay a duty of any other fum on either. 
They may rarfe the duty, as the au- 
thor before quoted fays has been dore 
in fome countries, tll 1 “* exceeds fe- 
venteen or eighteen times the value of 
the commod:ty.”” In fhort, if they 
have a right to tevy ataxof one pen- 
ny upon us, they have a right to levy 
a milion upon us: for where does 
their right {top ? At any given num- 
ber of pence, thillitigs, or pounds ? To 
attempt to limit their right, after grant- 
ing it to exift at all, is as contrary to 
reafon—as granting it to exift at all, 
is contrary to juftice, If they have 
any right to tax us—then, whether 
our own money fhall continue m_ our 
own pockets or not, depends no lon- 
geronus, butonthem, +t ** There 

NOTES, 
knowledged in the houfe of commons, 
that this act was only intended for the 
eltablifhment ofa precedent, thai,when 
fubmitted to, was to be followed by 
mere productive acts, 

_* * Por a man to be tenant at will of 
his liberty, Lean never agree to it. 
It is atenure not to be found inall Lit- 
tleton.’’ Speech of fir Edward Coke. 

** Ettamf dominus non fit moleftus, 
aw miferrimum eft, poffe. fi vedit,— 
CATO, 


t Lord Camden’s fpeech, 


is nothing which” we“ can call our 
own ;’’ or, to ufe thé words of mr. 
Locke—* what property have’? we 
** in that, which anorher may, by right, 
take, when he pleafes, to himfeli ?”’ 

Thofe duties, that will imeyitadly 
be levied upon us—that are now levy- 
ing upon as—are expretsly laid for the 
fole purpofe of taking money. This 
is the true defmtion of ** taxes.” 
They ave therefore taxcs. ‘1 his m0- 
ney is to be taken from us. We are 
therefore taxed. ‘Jhofe who are taxed 
without their own comfent, expretied 
by themfelves or their reprefeniatves, 
are flaves. We are taxed without our 
own confent, expreiled by ourteives 
or our reprefentatives. We are there- 
fore—*tiaves. 

Miferabile culgus : 
A milcrable tbe. 
NOTE, 

* “Tt is my opinion, that this 
kingdom has no right to lay a tax up- 
on the colomes,”’—** The Americans 
are the fons, net the baftards of Eng- 
land,”’°— ihe diftinttion between fegif- 
lation and taxation, 1s effentially ne- 
ceffary to liberty.” “* The commons 
of America, feprefented in their feve- 
ralaffemblies, have ever been in poflef- 
fion of this their conftitutional right of 
giving and granting their own money. 
Chey would have been flaves, if they 
had not enjoyed it.”” ** The idea of 4 
virtual reprefentation of America in 
this houfe, 1s the molt contemptible 
idea, that ever entered into the head 
of man. {t does not deferve a ferious 
refutation.” —Mr. Pit’s fpeech on 
the ttamp act. 

That great and excellent man, lord 
Camden, maintains the fame opim- 
on. His fpeech in the houfe of peers, 
on the declaratory bill of the fove- 
reigoty of Great Britain over the colo- 
nies, has lately appeared in our papers. 
The following extratis fo perfectly 
agree with, and confirm the fentiments 
avowed in thefe letters, ihat it is hop- 
ed the inferting them in this note wiil 
be exculed. 

*© As the affair is of the utmo? um- 
portance, and in its confequences may 
involve the fate of kingdoms, I took 
the flriciefl review of my arguments ; 
I re-examined all my authorities, ful- 
ly determined, tf I found myfelfmeta 
ken, publicly go own my millake, ane 
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Three letters from an European tra- 
wedier an America, io his friend in 
London—written in the year 1785. 

( Continued from page 213.) 
LETTER fl, 


Dear friend, 
HERE are many things intheory 
which are not capable of pratti- 
cal proof: thefe, as they conmridute 
lhisieto the benehit of Se Ne rank 
in the lower clafs of luerature. Yeu 
doubilefs remember, when we were 
ichoolmates, how. philofophically our 
profelfor would harangue upon the ori- 
ginal particles of matter, and the fim- 
ples of nature. Formy part, I find 
no fuch iimples ; what is there that is 
uncompounded ? Univerfal naiure is 
a mixture of contrary ingredients, and 
to every earthly enjoyment there is 
a contra-part annexed. Thefe in de- 
gree are ufually proportionate to 

NOTE. 
give up my opinion: but my fearches 
have more and more convinced me, 
that the Britth parliament have ro 
night to tax the Americans,” nor 
is the dottrine new ; it 1s as old as the 
canititution ; it grew up with «3 m- 
deed it is its fupport.’’ ** Laxation 
and reprefentation ave infeparably u- 
nited. God hath jomed them: no 
Eritifh parh:amen: can feparate them : 
to endeavour to do it, is io fiab our 
vitals,” 

** My pofit'on is this—I repeat it— 
T will maintain it to my laft hour— 
taxation and reprefentation are uife- 
parable—this pofition is founded on 
the laws of nature : it is more, it 1s It- 
clf an eternal law of nature; for 
whatever is a man’s own, is abloluie- 
ly his own; no man hatha right to 
take it from him without his confent, 
either expreffed by himfelf, or re- 
prefémative ; whoever attempts to do 
it, attempts an injury ; whoever cocs 
it, Commits a robbery; he throws 
down the diflinttion between liberty 
and flavery.” ‘* There is not a blade 
of grafs, in the moft ob{cure corner of 
the kingdom, which is not, which was 
not ever reprefented, fince the coniti- 
tution began : there is not a blade of 
grafs, wh:ch, when taxed, was not 
taxed by the confent of the propric- 
sor.’’ §* The forefathers of the Aine- 
nicans did not leave their native coun- 


. 


each other ; and it is often the ¢afs 
that the greateft contrak of pleafure 
and pain arifes from thofe objetis 
which lie neareft the heart. How 
does the mother jay and grieve, yea, as 
ui were, live and die, with the child of 
her bofom ? 

W hen i firft perceived the connex. 
ion I was forming with America, and 
how infeparably my affettion was y. 
nited to her ynrereft, I was not infene 
fible, from the nature of things, to 
what a viciflitude of pathons | was 
fated. ‘Lhe idea ai firlt flartled me; 
but Lat length freely febmitted to 
what my love had made irrefifible, 

In my former leiter 1 took leave of 
you, as ifwith Mofesupon the mount, 
borne away with the rifing glory of 
America, I now fit down to lay be. 
fore you ina more humble flyle, thofe 
threatening fympioms of a political aud 


NOTE, 


try, and fubjeét themfelves to every 
danger and dillrefs, to be reduced toa 
taie of flavery. They did not give 
up their rights ; they looked for pro- 
tection, and not for chains, from ther 
mother country. _ By her they expeti- 
ed to be defended in the poffetlion of 
their property, and not to be deprived 
of it: for, fhould the prefent power 
continue, there is nothing which they 
can call their own: or, to ufe the 
words of mr. Locke. ‘* what property 
have they inthat, which another may, 
by right, take, when he pleafes, to 
himfelf P”’ 

It is impoffible to read this fpeech 
and mr, Piti’s, and not be charmed 
with ihe generous zeal for the rights 
of mankind, that glows in every ler 
tence. Thefe great and good mea, 
animated by the fubjeét they {peak up- 
on, fcem to rife above all the former 
glorious exertions of their abilities. A 
foreigner might be tempted to think 
they are Americans, afferting with all 
the ardour of patriotifm, and all the 
anxiety of apprehenfion, the caufe « 
their native land—and not Britons, 
{triving to hop their miflaken coun- 
trymen from opprefling others, Thew 
reafoning is not only juft—it is, asmr. 
Hume fays of the elognence of De- 
molihenes, ** vehement.” It is dif- 
dain, anger, boldnefs, freedom, im- 
volved in a continual Rream of argue 
mecit, 
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noral nature, which pain my heart. 
Inthe cwil confluution of America, 
each ftate, wih refpect to 1s own in- 
ternal police, holds a fovereignty of its 
own: but, for mutual defence, they 
are organized into one great body, 
over which prefide their congrets, 
compofed of a proportionable number 
of delegates from each ftate. In this 
body was deligned to be lodged the 
fupremne authority of the nation, but be- 
ing invefted with their power, at a tune 
when tyranny had rendered the very 
name of power unpopular, the ftates 
fell thurt of the mark, and, by their 
rellrictions, incapacitated their ruling 

















to which the very nature of their of- 
fice led them. I am fenfable that the 
ruler has no power, but what is de- 
rived to him. from the peuple ; yetthe 
aature of all government requires that 
i¢ fhould have fo much as to rule for 
their good, to encourage the virtuous 
aud punifh che vicious. Congrefs, in 
fume things of the greateft importance, 
bave only a right to recommend to 
their conttituent affemblies what they 
jude interefting to the public weal ; 
and however urgent the exigencies of 
the nation may be wuh regard tocthefe, 
vet they muft pafs the luigation of 
each allembly, before congrefs are em- 
powered toatt; and, eventhen, we 
lind 1 may be the cafe, that one of 
the thirteen will negative the whole. 
When I was fir made acquainted with 
the powers of congrefs, I was fenhi- 
ble of the defect, and equally fenfible 
that fuch was the jealoufy of the peo- 
ple, in delegating powerto their rul- 
ers, that nothing but experience could 
convince them of the millake. And 
‘xperience has already begun to do its 
lice, and by the irreparable lofs of 
ai unmenfe tntereft, has ad:ninitered 
more conviction to the populace, than 
volumes on the fubject would have 
dene. I mean in che continental im- 
pot recommended by congrefs to the 
teveral flutes, This was an expedient 
far cancelling the public debt, chat 
difcovered great wifdom and found po- 
licy. It would have done honour to 
the oldelt fenate on che globe ; for it 
ales the indull rious farmer, and draws 

reveuue from the opulent ; or at 
lealt, being laid upon the fuperiluities 
bf life, ho one pays any part of it 
Dut of Choice, 
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‘The ftates foon difcovered their in- 
terell in this recommendation, and 
adopted the plan, all except the flate 
of Rhode Iland, which has negatived 
the whole, And there being no au- 
thority to remedy the evil, or chattife 
their itubbornnefs, the nation has ai- 
ready lolt arevenue, I prefume of 
greater value than the ttate itfelf, 
A few more leffons of fuch a ferious 
nature as this, will be likely to convince 
the people thai it is not for their intereft 
in this manners to reltrict the fupreme 
legiflature of the nation, Congrefs 
mutt have more than a name or power 
of recommendation, in order to att 
for the good of the whole. However, 
we may perhaps attribute this defect 
not fo much to a want of wifdom as 
to thofe inevitable prejudices to which 
human nature is incident. At the 
time when America left her parent 
country, and for eyer diffolved that 
tender relation which had fo long fub- 
filled, it was done under the highelt 
provocation; there was the greateft 
aifront offered to human reafon and 
liberty : the Britifh miniltry, given up 
toa {pirit of infatuation, aflerted a 
right of making laws binding them in 
all cafes whatever, 

From this awful fpeétre they fled ; 
and in this perturbation of mind, they 
were driven by the laws of felf-prefer- 
vation to form a conftitution of their 
own. Itis not therefore flrange, un- 
der thefe circumftances, that a jealoufy 
of power fhould be fo great as to ope- 
rate to their difadvantage. When 
with the greatelt caution we are en- 
deavouring to fhun one extreme, we 
are almoft certain to ftrike the other. 
Incidit in Scyllam, dum vult vitare 
Charybdim. Add tothis, that the con- 
ftitution of civil government has, in 

i! ages of the world, been found one 
of the moft delicate fubjects, on which 
human wifdom has ever been employ- 
ed ; and the prod:gal delegation of 
power has often been attended with the 
molt pernicious confeqnences. From 
thefe coufiderations I rather think it 
ftrange, that the liates have not made 
greater millakes in their confliution, 
than what at prefent appear, This 
apology forthe people, you will rea- 
dily fee, refults from the nature of 
things, rather than from too great a 
prejudice 1 their favour. You will 
not lunpute it te 3 want of caudour on 
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the fubject, though I pafs over many 
{matler matters, that are not altogether 
agreeable : for this would introduce a 
prohix:-ty not fuitable in aleteer. Were 
L to give my opinion with refpect to 
the feveral leyiflacures individually, 
I fhould judge the members, that com- 
pate the greater part of their atfem- 

ies, much too numerous: if they 
were leffened half or more, it would 
éxpedite their bufinefs with lefs ex- 
penfe: nor, if done by the voice of 
the peopls, could it in the leaft en- 
danger their liberties. But, not to 
enlarge here, I thall take the liberty 
to obferve further upon the public aco- 
nomy of the ftates. Perhaps never 
was a people under better advantage 
to become great and rich than the 
Americans, or more circumftances 
found any where, ariling from foil, 
climate and fituation, to render a peo- 
pie independent of the reft of the 
world. However, from principles of 
benevolence, Iam no enemy to com- 
merce, when regulated by wifdom and 
found policy. At prefent the ftates 
appear exceedingly wanting in this 
@conomy ;and much like the young 
trader, whofe objeét isto fill his flore, 
without thinking that a day of pay- 
ment will ever come. The advantage 
or difadvantage of trade, depends on 
two things, the circumftances of a peo- 

le, and the mannerin which it is con- 
Bitied, If they are not in poffletfion 
of commodities to exchange for what 
they receive from other nations, and 
of more than what is neceffary for 
their own confumption ; trade, in this 
cafe, will not only rob them of the 
-fupports of life, but plunge them into 
debt. Poland is a living example in 
proof of this obfervation ; the is 
epee of fcarce any trading commo- 

ity, except corn, which 1s one of 
her éxpaal fupports. The lands 
aré chiefly owned by, lords, who op- 
prefs their tenants, and take from 
them this flaff of life, that by it they 
may feed their own luxury in trade 
with ‘other nations. Under thefe 
circumftances, it would be happy for 
the Polinders, if they had no trade 
open with any part of the globe. It 
is not fo with the Americans, They 
are poffefled of a variety of commo- 
dities, a confiderable proportion of 
which may be fpared in foreign trade ; 
and to exchange them for the manu- 
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factures and produce of other nations, 


would be greatly to their advantace 
Bat, in national trade, the expors 
fhould be made to anfwer the imports, 
otherwife it will for ever drain a peo. 
ple of ther cath: this will dither 
their internal police, and render ah. 
mott every member of the commun ty 
in fome degree uncomfortable. There 
mult be public as well as domefic 
economy: noris it pofhible fora peo. 
ple, any more than a family, to flourih 
without it. At prefenc the balance 
of trade lies exceedingly haeavy gaing 
the fates, and it is daily increating ; 
the evil already operates ; the peo- 
pie complain of the great f{carcity of 
cafh, but are generally blind to the 
caufe. Inalmoft' every thip bound 
for Europe, their cath is exported in 
large quantities, and ae ee 
at leaft in part, for thofe toys and fv- 
perfluities, for which nature has node. 
inand, and which tend to impoverth 
the buyer as muclras enrich the feller, 
Ft would be happy for the fates, were 
their congrefs conflitutionally authe- 
rifed to levy a duty upon all fuperfli- 
ities, that would either wholly d {con- 
rage the trade, or, if continued, ferve 
to lighten their public burden. It is 
indeed ftrange that the fenfibility of 
the flates has difcovered no more jea 
loufy of this bait when laid by ave: 
nemy ; for the Britifh nation are ne 
more friends to America now, that 
when the fword was unfheathed, Al 
their pacific pretenfions are but the 
product of neceihty ; their fword fal 
ed of conqueft, and they are now try 
ing the art of trade ; and will you cal 
it a groundlefs fear, fhould I fay, tha 
there may be more danger, from ths 
quarter, than from their arms ? I mem 
not to infinuate by this, chat I am un 
der fearful apprehenfions, left ther 
may again obtain the jurifdittion ot 
the flates ; but by plunging them deep 
into debt, bankruptcy will become fre 
quent in the mercantile part of th 
community ; and in every fuch i 
ftance, the public is more or lefs it 
jured, not only as it robs themof thet 
cath, but as it will give Great Br 
tain a foothold in their landed pre 
perty. For when the commodities at 
cath of the ftate fail, this *mufl fecut 
the creditor ; on this is grounded th 
above obfervation, that there may ® 
more danger from Britith trade chal 
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Briifh arms: for by the latter they 
econqueted no part of America, bit 
by the former they may acquire much, 
Itis eafier for us to imjure another 
under the difguife of friendth’y, than 
when there ts no fuch artifice made 
ufe ofto hide the intent. Hence the 
wife precaution of the Trojan priett 
againt receiving the Grecian horfe 
within the walls: T7imco Danaes et 
dona ferentes, Trade naturally car- 
nes with it the pretext of friendfhip, 
though, like the abovementioned 
horfe, it may be charged with death, 
Great Britain is crowding m her 
goods of every kind upon the ftates ; 
and the people, blind to the fraud, 
appear equally zealous in purchafing, 
Jt would be greatly for the:rinterett, 
would they look forward to the ap- 
reaching evil that avilt hence refuit, 

enending more on their own manu- 
factures, and purchafing nothing but 
what necelhiy densands, 

Theinterell of a people has a great- 
er concetn in their mode of living, 
than we are apt to imagine ; when 
this is conformed to, and governed by 
their circumftances, itis happy; and 
no lefs pernicious, when fulfered to 
run at large without ayy fuch rule, 
When a private perfon, or family, 
live bepend shes circum/tances, ruin 
will inevitably follow ; and the obfer- 
vation is equally truc with refpett to 
the pablic. America lives too falt 
for a people fo young, who have fo 
lately palled their minoriry, and whofe 
Opportunities of acq:ir:ng wealth have 
as yet. been fo fall, It dufcovers a 
bad taile and great vanity, td think at 
prefent of wnitating older nations in 
their fuperfluities and grandeur, Eve- 
ry thing of this nature fhould be def- 
piled, ell cheir pablic debt, the price 
of their redemption,'s fully difcharged. 
The commonalty take the higher rank 
ge for the flandard of fafhion ; 
and, governed by a falfe tafte, they 
Catry their imitation to the great de- 
triment of their private as well as 
— intereit, Hence the plough- 
boy is ruffied ; and the kitchen maid, 
in her head-drefs, rivals the lady of 
fortine ; and hence it is that Great 
Britam finds fach a market in Ame- 
rica for thole gaudy and nonfenfical 
fuperfiuities, which are a moth to the 
world, Did this rank of people can- 
ceive the inijwence which their exam 
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ple has onthe public welfare, I am 
fure, if friends to their couniry, they 
would fludy the greateft fimplicity and 
feugality of life. 1 readily confets, 
the idea I had formed of America, 
this refpeét, was imaginary. When 
I left my native country, I indulged 
the pleafurable thought of leaving all 
the Follies and fopperies of fainion be- 
hind me; I fancied the American 
tafte too noble and philofophic to be 
endangered by any ite in its nature 
fo perfettly empty ; but, to my grief, 
{ find that thefe have followed, or 
rather come before me into the coun- 
try, where I expettto {pend the relidue 
of my Ife. 1 am _ now travelling 
through the flare of Conneéticut on 
my way eaftward: a few evenings patt 
1 took up my lodging at a plantation 
about twenty miles from one of their 
market towns, I was told the town 
had lately been incorporated with city 
privileges. My landlord I found in 
ili humour, expreiling not a littl> dif- 
content, with regard to the difficulty 
of the times ; it is natural forme when 
troubles of any kind appear, to exa~ 
mine into the caufe ; in this inftance, 
an indirect method of coming at the 
maiter feemed the moft advifeable. 
I therefore obferved to him, that the 
country had obtained the object of 
their conflict ; their army was now 
difbanded, in confequenee of which, 
their public taxes were much highten- 
ed: befides, his farm appeared ex- 
ceedingly good and well managed ; and 
under thefe circumflances we might 
rationally fufpeci that his complaints 
were groundlefs, ©The good man re- 
plied, that, in the moft ditireffing fea- 
fon ofthe war, when he had a foldier 
to hire and equip for fervice, and when 
public taxes were the heavieft, he 
could with much more eafe and pune- 
tuality difcharge his obligations than 
now. ‘The pork, beefand grain rattled 
on hisfarm, and carried to market, 
had annually difcharged his public 
taxes ; he obferved that few European 
manufactures were then in the coun- 
try, and fearce any of the fuperfluons 
kind: they were hence necelfitated to 
induflry within doors, and obhged to 
follow the Aricrelt cules of dometiic 
economy. They manufactured their 
own apparel, both for male and female 
with very little exception ; and tt was 
chen decent and reputable in any cum~ 


* 





476 


ny; but would now fcarcely anfwer 
foe a common drefs. My landlord 
was particular im relating to me the 
time and circumftances, that firit in- 
troduced his troubles ; he had a large 
family of fons and daughters, two of 
whom, not long after che declaration 
of peace, made a vifit to the city ; they 
difcovered pleafure and fatisfattion 
when they went from home, but re- 
turned with a very different counte- 
nance. The affectionate father imme- 
diately enquiring into the caufe, found 
it wo be this; the fon bad met with an 
acquaintance of hisin the city, who 
was dreffed in a very genteel fit of 
broad cloth and filk ; the daughter 
faw a lady walking the flreet with a 
new fafhioned hat, ornamented with 
fome remarkable taflels, and one of 
the moft beantifiil feathers fhe ever faw. 
They found the flore where they were 
to be fold, enquired the price, which 
they faid was exceedingly low. 
The man replied to his fon, 
that his drefs was fuch as they 
could afford, it was neat, plain and 
manly; and that his charatter, enher 
as aman of fenfe, or wholefomg mem- 
ber of fociety, would never {uiter 
from that quarter, And turningto his 
daughter, he obferved, that they had a 
great variety of poultry on the farm, 
among which there wasa rich diver- 
fity of colours, and the might pluck a 
feather from which fhe pleafed, would 
fhe only be content, ut arguments 
availed litle ; the difcontent dihurbed 
the tranquility of the houfe, ull the ar- 
ticles were purchafed ; thefe, brought 
into the famuly, had the like effect upon 
the other children, The diifatis faction 
which the partial hand of a parent 
creates, began to difcover itfclt in a 
very ferious manner. ‘The old gen- 
tleman now feemed driven by neceility 
to go the round in the trade he had 
begyr, and oblerved, 1 had ever lince 
been hule fhort of & continued round 
of fafhions, introduced by the pew city 
on whichthey bordered, The {upport 
of falhion he found to be the heavieft 
tax that he ever paid ;_ the produce of 
his farm had always cleared him of the 
others ; but in this u fark d. y ¢ MN- 
comes and charges of his family he 
found utrerly difproport oned, aud 
the balance againit hom daily inereaf- 
ing. He tald me that if this lofs of 
mere had been fupplicd with an in- 
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creafe of fam:ly happinefs, the ex. 
change would give him no troubic . 
but the reverfe of this was intrush the 


cafe ; domeliic happinets had foriakey | 


him ; fontentmem, the near Compe 
nion of fimplicity and frugality, was ne 
more. His farmily was like a vede 
in a troubled fea, tofled from fathion 
to fathion, ever reaching afier new 
and fausfied with none, He lamented 
this great and fudden corrupauon of 
taite ; the difficulty of flemmins the 
torrent ; and that the intereft he had 
acquired by hard indutiry, thould 
inthis manper be walled by prody 
gality. 

I conceive it natural for us to pity 
moit, when ieafl able to lend alhi- 
ance ; | am {ure it was fo with me; 
I more fenfibly felt for the man, be- 
caufe | knew it was out of my power 
to give relief. And in this paid 
exercife of mind, I parted from my 
unfortunate frend. However, the 
inliruction 1 recewed was @ liber! 
reward for the fympathetic pain | en- 
dured in the conference. — In this fa- 


mily I had a ftriking pitture of the 
community at large ; for theres fueh 
a likenefs between the nature of af. 
muily and the body poluic, that the 


faine economy thai is requilue for the 
profperity of the one, is equally necet. 
fary for the other. And the fame 
corruption of tafte, when it 1s general- 
ly diftufed through a community, wil! 
Operate as much to their difadvamtage, 
ast willto the difadvantage of a fi- 
smily of mdividual, 

J am fenfible that the popular te- 
mark on {ubjectts of this mature is dif. 
courgging ; “* you may as well flop the 
coyric of nature as of falbyon, 1 mati 
and will have its career.”” I feel she 
dithculy—hewever, view it nou m 
fucha defperate pont ot light. Pub- 
he evil, | acknowledge, 14 not a pw 
miling motive to utge for privaie fe 
formation ; but convince a perier 
where hisown mmeterett hes, and he wi 
generally atteug ; or ander perfom 
troubles, point him to a remedy, an 
he wifi ulually purfue it, 

No one can deny that the @ 
terell of every indwidual depends ue, 
his own private crconamy, aid that i 
all chat us re puriite to remure the pat 
lic evil aboveyneniioned, Let he 
aconomy be generaliv praf ifed, 0% 
which private snicjel and gumpi« 
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hanpinefs are founded, and the public 
mi will doubilets follow, And this 
udea, if poll, certainly altords a very 
natural and powerful motive of refor- 
mation : for here the fame thing that 
ws the caufe of private and dometlic 
happinefs, is a remedy to the public 
evil. Lam fure eve ry perion of fen- 
fib hey, may eafily trace the troubles 
which at prefent threaten the ilates, to 
this ongin, the wam of domeftic aco- 
romy. Lhe Americans, too much 
hike tne relt of the world, lve at ran- 
dom + their private and famrly af- 
fairs are conducted without method, 
And this renders it a matter of entre 
chance. whether they mereafe or fink 
their omterclt : and thould an imtercit 
be gotten in this way, ut mers ao ho- 
nour, andrf loll, u deterves no pty, 
Every member of the communty 
fhould reduce bis allarrs as near as 


wihnle wo a iyilem, hike the well 
bred tnerchant, method te, all hes 
domttic butinefs. co nonte the ne- 


ceflary expence of 4:5 family, bring m- 


to the charge the wholeot huis pridlic 


taxes, and annually plan and execute 


his butinets accordingly sod rine 
clofe of the véeur, 'fihe balance i mn hes 
favour, tis hiwsown; ne may pur- 


chale wuh u« what be pleates, wihouwt 
ayurina ine pullwe, ve difiurding the 
tranqriuty of hes famely. All thes 
may be done without motaphyfeal ot 


mathematical ikill s the unit tilitc- 


, 
raic who ha cro Know) dye: Perea: ° 
mov adjall the mater woh a fallicrent 
decrce ot accwacy. Thave not the 
Vanity, however, to fripwperte , thar big 


method would provide agamit ine 
table ac id is, and thofe untor 
deen Occurrences to whoch human lie 
vw expoted ; b t ofthis bam certain 4 
would fave a trom achowtircey \« 
ynto which t 


Thew ik aucOukh-y Li, 
Barkruprey wimsid De beds f cquent, 
and che 7 har , Core pared weil Witet tf 


row, would be a lonely habetaron, 
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On the oulture of heps. 
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neither direfl nee roan 


feet they factihee much of thew 
worldiv eormiort— vere \ lat * the 
facred laws ot pretty ce. a , vor he. 


come fuch wholefome mem ocr of 


foctety as they m vht atherewile bh 7 
But mv letres has atready pall the te 
mits 1 oat frit prefer hea had | meet 
remembered that the great law ce one 
friendilup was an unreterved trenu 
thep, l fronted tut ha ¢ vevlaredtoece¢ 
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On the culture of Aops. 


W th tre pl lee alreniian com kd ‘ye 

drawn wo the article af hops—che 
mol wholefame meredient om the 
wholefomell drink io the worla, and 
the 4 ‘it a ! aged to che frtvatien « 3 
Amen a. h< fi. re he TOV erbert tener, 
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SELECT POETRY. 


To the memory of general Greene, 


REENE, o’er thy fhrine I drop the grateful tear, 
W hile retrofpettion paints thy actions near ; 
W bhilf grief fpontanceus bids thy country.moura, 
And wreathe juft laurels round thy lacred urn, 
Not to rehearfe thy aéie I raife my fong, 
{ To abler pens th’ extenfive theme belong !) 
Kut be tt mine, to fav, with modell care, 
"bh hy worth was genuine, and tity heart lincere ; 
To fay, thy banners wav’d with gen’rous zeal, 
And all thy views were aim’d for public weal, 
Brave chief difiinguifh’d, eminently great, 
Tn arms confpicuous, as in arts complete, 
“thine is the heart fe figh, the pang is chine ; 
To weep thy bofs, ‘tis ever, ever mme. 
Praife is the tribute greatly due thy nazte, 
And diftant ages fhall record thy fame. 
* Till Jiberty and freedom ccafe to glow, 
** With kindred fire to animate below ; 
* Till virtue’s loft ’midft lux 'ry’s venal rays, 
** And atts of merit claim no mere out praife ; 
** Till vice trigmphant retgns fuperior lund, 
** And patriot zeal fhall ceafe to be ador’d ;”” 
Shall thy renown burn with increafing rays, 
And beam refulgent im meridian blaze ; 
Shine more conipicuqus with revolving time, 
And truth tranfmit thofe atts which {peak them thine 3 
Thy worth in elevated firains be fung, 
And freedom’s guardian live on ev’ry tongue, 
Te thee, great chief, to thee be honoss paid 
Ad a-clamations waft thy glorious fhade 
Toreaims of bhifs. Ye focial fp ris, halle, 
Conycy the hero thre’ th’ aerial wafte; 
Convey his foul where peace for ever reigns, 
Whilll earth’s fad fons depofe his great remains 3 
With facred care tranfplane your noble yuelt 
"Fo heav’n’s expanfion, and eternal reit ; 
There bhifs celeftial fhall bis toils repay 
With tranguii joys, ’midil everlaliing day, 
** * Tis there shat merit meets that honour due, 
** And there’s the laurel, Greene, reterv’d for you.” 


XANTHUS, 


. 


Savannah, July 18, 1786. 
6 D> SD SP |]--«>-- 
The deferted farm-houfe—by mr. Frencan. 


HIS antique dome, th’ unmould’ring tooth of 
time 


7 ? : 
Now level with the duff has almo% laid ; 
Yet,ere ’us gone, T trace my humble rhyine 
rom the low ruins that his years have made, 


Behold ih’ unfocial hearth !—where once the fires 
Blaz’d high, while yonder wand’ring current froze ; 
See the weak roof, that ablcr props req ures, 
aidants the ciulliag wiids, aud tw delcending 
inows, 





Wiater. 


Here, to forget’ the labours of the day, 
No more the fwains at ev’aing hours repair 3 
Bit wand’ ring flocks allume the well known way 
‘Lo shan the rigours of th’ anclement air, 


In yonder chareber, half to rnin gone, 

Once flood the ancient houfewife’s curtain’d bed— 
Timely the prudent matron has wahdrawn, 

And each domeltic comfort with her ted. 


The trees, the fow’rs, that her own hands had rear’d, 
The plants, the vines, that were foverdani feen ; 

The trees, the flow’rs, the vines have dilappear’d, 
And ev’ry plant has vantéh’d from she gicen ! 


So fits ia tears, on wide Campania’s plain, 
The ancient iniflrefs of a world enflav'd, 

That triumph'd o’er the find, fabda’d the main, 
Andiime himfelf, m her wild erantports, brav'd, 


So fits in tears, on Pateftina’s fhore, 

The Hebrew town, of {plendor once divinc ; 
Her kings, her lords, hertiaimphs are no mor — 
Slain are her prietts, and ruin’d ev'ry flerine ! 

Once in the bounds of this half ruin’d room 
Perhaps, forme fwain nediurnal courthhip made ; 

Perhaps, forme Sherlock mus’d amid the gloom, 
Siuice love and death for ever feck the fhade! 


Perhaps, fome mifer, doom’d to difcontent, 

Here countcd o’er the heaps acquir’d. with pain ; 
He to the dult—his gold on traflie fens, 

Shall ne’er difgrace thefe mould’ring wails again. 


Nor fhall the glow-worm fopling, funfhine-bred, 
Seek at the ev’ning hour this woated doms— 
‘Time has reduc’d the fabric to a hed « 
Scarce fit to be the waad’ring begyar’s home. 


And none but I its piteous fate tament— 
None, none, but I, o’er its fad afhés mourn. 
Sent by the mufe (the time, perhaps, mis-fpen:) 
‘Lo fhed her lateit tears upon its filent ura ! 


-2- BO=-0- 
WINTER. 


————"' Sore pinch’d by winter winds, 
** How many fink into the fordid hut 
** Of chearle/s poverty 1”' 
as o’er the plain, the winds tremendous 


blow 


> 
Of pureft white the fleecy thow’r defcends ; 
The tyrant froft forbids the ftream to flow, 
And ail its horrors rig’rous winter fpends. 


The howling wolf his hunger loud proclaims, 
From far ss heard che favage panther’s ery 5 

The rav nous bear growls o'er the dreary plains ;— 
‘Lo face their fury num’reus victims dic, 





. Prologue. 
The keeneff hunter dares not take the field: 


To man the forefts are impervious grown, 
Save wan te the Indian bids the chmate yield, 
And wakes the pathiefs, dreary wilds his own. 


Now ye, who fortuge’s various gifts enjoy, 
W ho balk in fanthine of her warmeft rays : 
Yewhom nor tempelt, cold, nor Want annoy, 
W hoie days glide on in alfluence and eafe ; 


‘Thivk on the poor, the deflitute, forlorn— 
Extend your bounty to the wretch diflrefs’d ; 

Pluck from the cortur’d breait the cank’ring thorn, 
By mis’ry pounted, and by care seit ry | 


Let not your hearts, by gatety mifled, 
be render’d callous to the tale of woe ; 
Bur clothe thenaked, give the hungry bread, 
Forbid the tears of wreichednels to flow. 


Foroh! the rigours of the year require 

Some foft’ring hand, the ling’ring wretch to fave : 
Leave for a while your mirth, your focial fire, 

‘To refcue duii’ring morials from the grave. 


For know your fortune is the gift of heav’n, 
But not by heav’n for you alone defign’d : 

In trult for gen’rous purpofes “twas giv’n, 
And provesa bleling to a genu’rous mind, 


> 
Prove yourfelves worthy of the facred truft : 
From dire opprefhon refene’ the oppretl ; 
clieve your fellow creatures, ‘tis but juft, 


«And you in blelling will be ever bleil. 
+0 a =>@]-~e~ 


Prologue, written bya gentleman of New York, and 
fpoken at opening the theatre, November, 1785, 

F all the rare inventions of mankind, 

Of pow’r to raife, and meborate the mind, 
Genius, perhaps, mo greater can impart, 
Than the bleft products of dramatic art; 
E’er fince the ume old Thefp:s trod the flage, 
“Vhe butkin’d mufe has charin’d in ev’ry age ; 
Hias taught the heart to feel for others’ woe, 
And gen’rous tears in plenteous flreams to flow ; 
Oft in the pairiot breati has rous’d the flame 
That urg’d to.deeds of everlalling fame, 
Made bold oppretlion hide its hateful head, 
sind planted law and order tn its tlead ; 
Shewu how from vice each fatal erros {prings, 
And the pure joys fubltantial virtue brings. 
— The pathens here in all their forms appear, 
Loud, llormy rage, foft grief, and wild defpair. 
Each tender brealt their various influence feels, 
Now mmelts wuh pity—now with horror chills, 
When fell Macbeth performs the murd’rous deed, 
What heart fo hard that t not feen to bleed ? 
Who vaews old Lear with ev’ry woe opprefs’d, 
Aud feels nat ileong emotions in his brealt ? 





Speech of an Indian chicf. 


Or who the fad Monimia’s tale can hear, 
And fail to drop the fympathetic rear ? 

Sometimes the comic mufe gay fcenes prepares, 
With kind intent, to foften human cares ; 
From real life, each ftriking portrait draws, 
To fcourge the foes of virtue’s facred laws ; 
With lively wit incalcates moral rules, 
And points her fatire at the herd of fools. 

Bleft, ever bleft be the poetic art, 
That tends to mend and humanize the heart ; 
Enlifts the paffions in the caufe of truth. 
Withdraws frow paths of vice our wand’ring youth ; 
Protects religion, and fupports the laws, 
And fires the foul m heav’n-born freedom’s caufe. 


wth DOS ~~ 


Speech of an Indian chief, on the injufice of the fir? 
JSettlersof America, in depriving the natives of therr 
dands. 


A> ye Sanops, no more with delight, 
To follow the deer in his {porting or flight, 

‘To range the wide foreft, for vifit or game, 

And with the keen arrow emblazon your fame— 
Methinks on your brows difcontent I behold, 

And grief, like yon mountain, its furrows unfold— 
While bathing its treffes with cryflal fupplies, 

Its current refembles the gufh from your eyes. 

Sufpend for a raoment the plentiful tear, 

And feather with patience your burdenfome care : 


Believe me, we’re made by the Parent above, 


And plac’d on this {pot by his wifdom and love— 
Where thro’ his indulgence oar fathers once found 
An ample fupply from the meadow and mound. 
Unfkiil’d in the arts of far regions they ftood— 

And drew from the rivers and forefls their food ; 
No fraud or injuftice, by fcience refin’d, 

Invaded their withes, or fullied their mind. 

O’er their native pofletfions content fpread her wing, 
And fleep on their labours threw fafety’s foft {pring ; 
Their title by him who made Indians, was giv’n, 
And regifter’d fair inthe volume of heav’n, 

How alter’d, alas! is the fcene of our day, 

To the rovers of violence fallen a prey— 

With our {quaws and papoos we’re obliged to roam, 
And fteal us in dreary receffes a honte. 

Of iflands and fhores where with bows we once fiood, 
And arrefted the flight of the’air-ranging brood, 

We are ravifh’d, exil’d from, and torn by a crew, 
Whom our fires never itijur’d, affronted or knew : 
Yet thefe from their climes for' religion (we're told) 
‘Yo murder and rob us molt pionfly roli’d. 

Religion ! © firange! that could thirit for our blood, 
And feize on our rights, held of nature arid God. 
That fpirit, my friends, who encircles us all, 

And limits our-rifing, our ftanding and fall— 

Who, calm as an ev’ning that fummer imparts, 
Long waiting if juftice would vifit their bearis, 

Now {weeps like a tempeft. avenging’our vanfe, 

Aud grinds them with trouble’s unmerciful jaws. 





On the prefent profpells of America, 


By pride and ambition tormented and torn, 
De(pis’d of themfelves, of ail nations the fcorn. 


To poverty, tumult and fratagem giv’n, __ 
Their councils, perplexity’s whirlwind hath driv’n. 
And feated in ruin, where revenge from us fent, 
Could not with to exceed its horrific extent, 


How happy wére we, in our defarts and wilds, — 
Who, free bon grim Flunda’s* invafions and {poils, 
Enjoy’d from their womb the unblemifhed fpring, 
And food unexcis’d, from the hoof or the wing : 

No haiters, nor prifons, among us were bred, 

No lawyers, nor pénfioners, by us were fed, 

No thorn of contention our tribes as we pafs 
Oppofed to concord, veil’d freedom’s bright face— 
Our lakes and their margins {mil’d frefh on the day, 
Unobliged to fatten the vultures of prey. 


-0- GOSS ..0- 


On the prefent profpels of Amertca.—Infcribed to tha 
hon, Francis Hopkhinfon, ¢/q. 


USE, ftrike the lyre—behold the pillars rife, 
And hft Columbia’s fabric to the fkies : 

Wide and more wide, the brilliat dome extends, 
Its bafe mere permanent, more fix’d its friends ; 
The happy people, fate beneath its fhade, 
With thouts of joy the edifice pervade, 
The bells with chearful peals their homage pay, 
And long proceflions decorate the way ; 
And thall the mufes fee, unmov’d, the fcene, 
Nor yield their chap’lets of perpetual green ? 
Shall they alone of all the holts of fame, 
Withhold the palm our fages juftly claim ? 
Honour forbids—-and mid the waite of time, 
Proteéts from ruin that aufpicious rhyme, 
Which fang the roof, as yet to fong unknown, 
And mingled all its praifes with his own, 
On that gay bofom, ftill oh mufes {mile, 
Whofe nervous verfe adorn’d the flately pile, 
Still as it rifes, let his incenfe rife, 
And let him tafte of joy that never dies! 


Thou guardian genius of this fertile land, 
Who fhall hereafter e’er thy pow’r withitand ? 
What art attempt thy unien to divide, 
In which at once confift thy flrength and pride ? 
Who dare invade thy wide-extended fhore, 
Where anarchy and fraud are known no more ? 
What force fhall check thy all-advent’rous fails, 
To comrt, in diftant feas, propitious gales ? 
What adamantine charm thy woods detain, 
Whofe branches murmur, till they reach the main? 
By commerce wafted, or for war unfurl’d, 
How bright fhall fhine thy enfign through the world! 
Who can forefee the triumphs of that day, 
Whofe early dawn emits fo fair a ray ? 

NOTE. 
* Indian name for the devil, 





Song. 


What eye can grafp thy all fubduing courfe, 
Whole youth is manhood, and whofe weaknefs force ? 


Hluftrions flatefmen ! ye whofe gen’rous fouls, 
No party view, no private aim controuls, 
Whofe fteadfaft zeal no other objet knows, 
But fuch as from the gen'ral welfare flows ; 
How great the glory you have juftly gain’d! 
‘What noble heights your wifdom has attain’d ? 
Yet more remains—’tis not enough to draw, 

In pleafing theory the forms of law, 

‘Tho’ this your name for ever fhall enfold§ 

In laurel wreathes and characters of gold ; 
Yet more the praife—if, by experience wife, 
He moft fhall love your code, who longeft tries 3 
If future times, from inflitutes you plann‘d, 
Behold the virtues flourtthin the land, 

And truth and juftice, liberty and peace, 
Secur’d for ever, in ajuft increafe ; 

Then fhall your names, cfteem’d almoft divine, 
Jhoughev’ry age in hif’ry’s annals thine ; 
And thou, oh mufe, fill mindful of thy truft, 
In fongs immortal, fhalt embalm the juft, 
And mid the archives of perpetual fame, 
Shall place for ever each deferving name ! 


O-PS] “0- 


Gong—By the honourable Francis Hophinfon, efquitre, 


EE down Maria’s blufiing cheek 

The tears of foft compafhon flow ; 
Thefe tears a yielding heart befpeak— 
A heart that feels for others’ woe, 
May not thofe drops, that frequent fall, 
To my fond hope propitious prove ? 
The heart that melts at pity’s call 
Will own the fofter voice of love. 


Earth ne’er produc’d a gem fo rare, 
Nor wealthy ocean’s ample {pace 

So rich a pearl—as that bright tear 
That lingers on Maria’s face. 

So hangs upon the morning rofe 
The chryfal drop of heav’n refin’d ; 
A while with trembling luftre glow-~ 
Zz gone~and leaves no flain behind, 
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Foreign Intelligence. 


> SS H~-o- 


London Odober 1, 1788. 
ILE fetiling of the cwil lit of 


France toa partic ular fusn, "2 
great objett of M. Neckar’s. Hather- 
to, it has been indefinite, andahe fams 
ot inoney which have been claffed mm 
this arrangement, have confiderably 
added to the national debt. The ar- 
ticle of expenfe in the queen’s ward- 
robe is immenfe—t being her ig ol 
tv’s cuflom, however valuable ber 
closhes, never to wear a fuit a fecond 
time. 

The behaviour of the Turks ae 
Choczim may be rated as a prodigy 
in military hiflory. The garrifon 
thereof, being only fix thoufand men, 
have baftled all the eflorts of the Ruf- 
fians ever fince the beginnwg of 
the war, and we are infor by 
good authority, that when the laft let- 
ters came out of the place, which was 
on the rf int. the Turkith com- 
mandant declared —*‘ chat bad as their 

rovilions were, they had enough for 
) an hve dayslonger, and would then, 
if not relieved by their countrymen, 
meafure {words once more with the 
joint army of the:r affarlants.”’ 

04.6, According to letters from 
Conilantinople, the treaties of peace 
and commerce between the Ottoman 
porte and the Swedifh nation are re- 
vived for fourteen years; in which 
his fublime highnefs, the fulian, alfo 
ftipulates for the regencies of Algiers, 
‘Duns, Tripoli, &c. for the fame pe- 
riod oftume, The fubje és of the king 
of Sweden are in confequence thereof 
to enjoy the fame protection, privi- 
Jeges, and immunities as the moft fz- 
voured napion in the dominions of the 
porte. The guarantee treaties of 1740 
add 177, are alfo revived ; and by the 
additonal arucles made in the new 
treaty, the Turksand Swedes are mu- 
tual guarantees to cach other for their 
rm {pe trive dominions in Europe againil 
every power whatever, The Swedith 
o deletes, who has had ihe negoci- 
ation of this treaty, is prefented with 
fome valuable prefemts; and twenty 
mirtes of gold have been diltributed ig 
1s houfhold. 


Jt is now afferied without referve in 


Foret ga intelligence. 
Posis, that the principal reafon whick 


the king to retagn the arc hbithop 
in his minifiry, was the expettation the 
his a ape influcnce would prev ai! o 
the body of rhe clergy to acerde to the 
king's pecuniary demands. To if 

ww compliance in this particular, o» 
coming unto ofhee, WIete Circular 
Jexters io all the bulbops, which wer. 
calculated to allure fome, and innim. 
date others. The following is a ju 
gaan r+ sae jm received 
rom one in U " oc, It 
Rodel about 20 she. nate Gocion ond 
greatly adored :-— 

“* A bitbop who. difcharges his dy. 
ty, who loves relidence, and is vod 

court ambuion, dreads none of 
thofe things you mention. If | con§. 
der youas the prime minifer, | ow: 
you mothing—as a bifhop, I am your 
fenior—and as a chriflian, I am x. 
countable to pone, but God. k « 
his tribuna! alone, I daily cudeav our 
torender propitious,— Y ouand | mut 
foon appear before wt. Lei us am. 

ly: beware; we may neither of w 

nd as much favour there as here, be. 
foremen, I ferve God and the king, 
I fear, you prefer the will of your fove. 
teign on earth to your heavenly inter. 
elf; L never will.—Adieu.”’ 

The Neapolitans, like ali around 
them, are brufhing up their arms, and 
getting whar little flrength they hare, 
ready for atiion, The new artillery, 
goo guns of different bore, they buy 
of Sweden, 

08. 7. The emperor of Morocco 
having for fome time palt difcovered 
the moll hoftile difpofitions agami 
England, and at the fame tome making 
every warltke preparaton, comme 
dore Colby, who commands on the 
Gibraltar fation, thought u necefan 
to be very explic it on behalf of du 
country ; and therefore he demanded 
to know the emperor's objett, aff 
ing, alfo, that +f his armed boats pee- 
fumed to appear in flecrs on the tea, 
and ati hattlely agatt the fubyedts of 
Briain, he thould inwmediaely onder 
+ fame frigates, 
them, The em 


a thip of the line, « 
to attend and deftrey 
peror, On receiving 
pate hed an ambatlador tis Commer gor 
Cofby alluring him that { 
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war, he wifhed to have four months’ 
gouce, which he would alfo give on 
Genilar refolutions, and then “ would 
Gght with bim, as well.as he could ;"’ 
vowing, however, by his holy ya 
i, and every ne, which he 
dear, tha: his only objeti w fi. 
ting his numerous fleeus, was vo fend 
them out to try ~ if they could not 
fieal fomething for him ;""—andhere 
the mauer sells at prelent. But the 
policy of this s epery Mar ‘ _ chooke 
wu hic thy to thetic uvfling pro- 
felbons yo therefore the command- 
exin che Meduersanean has recewed 
orders to keep a frith wach over all 
bu motions; amd he will secowe 
a fupply unmediaicly of two hundred 
barrels of gunpowder, whch are or- 
deved to be Tlesached oo Gibraltar 
wih a pollible expedition, 

From the Hamburgh Gazette, ar- 
red yellerday, by an article dated 
tae gh of Awril, we icarn, tha: 1a 
conieyycnee of what had waalpued of 
the dehy Leer alacbens of the oven i aedd al 
Copenhagen om thes gh, and ther de- 
chon toadiord Ruthathe fuccours de- 
maoded by wietuc ofthe treaty fubleileng 
beiween the two rations, the Swedds 
anbadador applied tothe Danslh m- 
nifter on the fubjett, and declared, ow 
the pare of hes malher, * cha the ko 
of Sweden did aot think he fhow 
have wo conbdert ehe Dames as an enc- 
rev.’ The Damth court mmedsately 
d ipatched a Gontdentw! meflenger to 
the king of Sweden gt Hichinfors, de- 
mandmga categoreal anfwer, whe- 
ther be Swedalb mage By would comb- 
der the court of Copenhagen’. a- 
greeme to turndh Rufba wut ine fuc- 
cours ftipulated by the fubflling wrea- 
ty, = tamtamount to a declaration of 
waren the part of Denmark agent 
Sweden. Lhe couner was capett- 
ed w ceturn en the aif ot the afi 
mouth, 

The minifter’s plan for liqradating 
the national dete, has already produc- 
ed an vacomcof 100,.< ool. per annus, 
wh chanics from the mtereft of neer- 
by toree majbemns of three per com's, 
tha: are already parchafed. 

One fartor’s hoafe ip Deblin, im 
the linen trade, has fupped for go cool. 
Or cevellyaton tappears, that the 
fs f i afhual under sicrg- 
accfor, are mx han a¢,ccel, 


The emperor har gone faddenly a 
Meludin, which place wes expett 
every hour an attack from the Turk, 
Tc us belsewed that the Turks from al 
fy have totally defeated general Spic- 
ny, near Se ,» aod aberwards 
marching 2» Cheater, have beat che 
cCombured army ander the prince of 
Save Cobourg and de thow, 
whete fcartered troop the Turks pur. 
fwed quite to the Polvth terruares ; 
and that the garrmion af Choc nom hed 
made a vigorous fally, in which they 
had deflemyed the batteries newly ray. 
od by the bebewer, tor the Purpote af 
making abeeach. di os certain, how- 
ever, the Tarts are firli mafier of 
Jafly, and cha general Rowman *, 
whate bent potas on (,ed ondg 
knows, 7 made no atiemp: on cirte 
kvige them.—te «= equatly corm 
Ciroczem » par yettasen: and ay the 
very extraerdmary Vien garere 
of the eoth and ead of Aueull (the 
laftiin England) do sot mennen cha 
prs ¢, Were wevery reaton to fup- 
pole hat the mtelingence mm our pe 
wate letters not arly fended on (art, 
but thet maticrs are write than they 
duel mmerul the account ofby thre poll, 


as the empcrar bas probs liued oil po- 
vate wrvieng om these wflarre. 


0a. 8. All our ad or from Cen 
many, beh pub and private, agree 
yn tins, thatthe Lur!s newer 6: foower- 
od fo mich atrr uly and Ci tage “a 
the prefer war, Jhew ceertoerm are 
on fart hardly credit, an thew consh- 
det their all ter be at Aeke, and are or 
cordingly perk tthy umanmnos sere rca 
wow og 

Mr. ‘Themes Parcley, the Ameri 
can confal general » France, afer 
concluding atreaty wich the crpenas 
of Merocro, vrhted other: of che Bar- 
bary flares. and bac tare ee! wed 
a 'reaty ot orarr ard « “eee fer 
frit y wears weth the dey Niesere 

OF.9. That ccicheared loth pref, 
the crew, Arthar O'Leary, whole pe 
triene wrong ave beld oe bch ofp 
mution by the people of treieed, os 
pow here, weth bom ples for Ge het 
ter regelec em of the ortcr A 
focrety, wreck rv fewl co ewe peer. 
eitw worry & ore ant ~ateon ef dee 
Serquet o. io ie 
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Bofton, November a2, 

Samuel Beck, efquire, one of the 
members of the honourable houfe of 
reprefentatives for this town, appear- 
ed yelterday in his feat witha com- 

tete fut of American manufactured 
Seenidatle of an elegant fafhionable 
colour. An example worthy of imi- 
tation. 

The honourable judge Fuller alfo 
lately appeared in the hon, houie, in 
a fuit of clothes, the eatice manufac- 
ture of this country, and the produce 
of his own farm and family. Inde- 
pendent of the patriotifm of the ex- 
ample, the fuit looked as well, as if 
made of foreign fupertine broadcloth, 
His excellency mr. Bowdoin has, 
we are told, a fuit of the fame cloah— 
as has alfo, mr. Bowdoin, member 
fiom Dorchefter. 

Charlefion, (S. C.) Nov. 7. 

Commodore Gillon obferved, on 
the lalt day of the fitting of the houfe 
of reprefentatives, that the emifhion of 
the paper medium, although extreme- 
ly beneficial, was found by experience 
to be too {mall in quantity : and there- 
fore, if he had the honour of a feat 
in that houfe at the nextelection, he 
ont move for an additional emif- 

ou. 

Philadelphia, November 5. 

Ic is with fingular pleaiure we 
inform our readers, that the veftries 
of the proteftant epifcopal churches, 
an this city, have agreed to eltablifh 
free {choos for the infirudtion of poor 
children of both fexes, m their re- 
{peftive congregations, in reading, 
writing, arithmetic, and the princi- 
pies of the chriftian religion, The 

irls will be taught, befides the above 
Eeadekes of knowledge, fuch of the 
domellic arts as will render shem af- 
terwards more ufeful members of fa- 
milies and of fociety, The fchools 
will be under the direction of the truf- 
tees of the proteftant epifcopal acade- 
my ; one of the rooms ef which ts to 
be appropriated for the reception of 
rhe oo of the free fchools, The 
funds for the fupport of thefe inftitu- 
tions, are to be Titeol frnm an annu- 
al contribution of 7/6 from each fub- 
feraber, and from annual charity fer- 


mons to be preached in each of the 
churches. When we confider how 
much the late diflreffes of our country 
have increafed the number of poor 
children im this city, and how defici- 
em many of the parents of fuch chi}. 
dren are, in inftrnéting chem iv ufeful 
knowledge, we cannot help rej icing 
in the profpeét of an eflablifhimenr 
which thafl break the entail of igno- 
rance and vice im fome, or continue 
the defcent of virtue and knowledge 
in other families, by placing ther 
children in a fituation to become vir. 
tuous and nfeful members of the com. 
oe w ta be happy hereafer. It 
is to be hoped that thofe religious fo. 
cieties, which have not yet adopted a- 
ny plan for educating their poor 
children, will imitate the examples of 
thofe focieties which have etlablithed 
tree fehvols in our city. It is in this 
way aply, that religious inftruction cara 
be communicated, with human learn. 
ing, without the rilk of exciting religi. 
ous controverfy : and when all thedif- 
ferent denominations of chriftians ef- 
tabiith {chools for their poor, ‘all the 
poor chiidren of che city will be pro- 
perly inttrutted. 

Nov. 7. Yelterday being the day 
ep by the proteftant — 
church, asthe annual :hank {giving for 
the fruits of the earth, divine fervice 
was performed, and fermons were 
preached in all the epifcopal churches 
in this city. His excellency Thomas 
Mifflin, efq. prefident of this fate, 
and the members of the executive 
council and affcmbly, attended public 
worfhip in Chrift’schurch, where a 
well ~ thew difcourfe was delivered 
by the rev. dr, Blackwell. 

Nov, 29. Ata quarterly meeting of 
the fociery for the manumilhon of 
flaves, and protecting fuch of them as 
have beew or may be liberated, held at 
the coffee-houfe in New York, oa 
Thurfday evening the goth inflant, it 
was fefolved unanimoufly, that the 
members of the faid fociety will noten- 
courage any venduesmafter who thal 
fell any Qave or flaves at public fale 
thereafter ; but will give their bufines 
only to duch as fhal! uniformly refrain 
from a practice fo difgraceful and fo 
fhocking to humaanity, 

A leur from Georgia, dated the eed 
September, fays, “ we are at prefent 
in a fiate of anxiety and fufpente, de- 
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caufe of the uncertainty of the termi- 
nation of the treaty which is now 
about to be held. The Indians, 
(Creeks) we are informed, are ex- 
tremely obftinate, and will infift hard 
to hold the land that was once ceded 
to us by a part of the nation ; and the 
commillioners will, I fuppefe, make a 
demand of another ceflion of land, as 
a compenfation for the injury we have 
{aftained by the incurfions they have 
made this laft year. 

** A gentleman of my acquaintance, 
from Augufta, who was at my houfe 
a few days pait, informed me, that of- 
ficial letters had arrived from congrefs 
to the executive, inftructing them to of- 
fer fuch terms as they think prope; 
and if the Indians would not accede to 
them, that they would furnith them 
with two thoufand eight hundred 
men, pay them, and find them cloth- 
ing, arms and ainmunition, If this 
can bedepended on, which I believe it 
may, there is a great probability that 
awar will take place, which we 
fhould be well able to fupport, for 
there never were greaicr crops in any 
country, than have been made in 
Georgia this feafon. Ic is fuppofed 
com will fell at one fhilling per bufhel, 
and we have large flocks of catle ; but 
fi:{1 it would, in fome meafure, injure 
this country, for the prefent ; but the 
large quantity of good land we fhould 
obtain, ma more than compenfate 
for the fatigue and expenfe of the 
war. 

A letter from New- Y ork, dated Sep- 
tember 24, fays, ‘* A farmer here who 
{owed one buthel of the white-beard- 
ed wheat la fall, has now reaped and 
threfhed it, and it yields fifty-three 
bufhels, thirteen quarts and a half; 
this he fold to people about the coun- 
try for feed, at therate of ten fhillings 
per bufhel. It was fowed on an acre 
and one-eighth of land.”’ 

Our city markets are on a medium 
lower at this early part of the feafon 
than they were from 1770 te 1775— 
and the provifions, both animal and 
vegetable, are of a much fuperior 
qiality, from the improvements in 
hulbandry iniroduced fince the peace, 
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MARRIAGES. 


Massacuusetts.—At Bajion, Mr. P. J. 
G. De Nancrede, to Mils Hamann Dixcey 3 
Mr. Simon Hall, to Mifs Hail. 

New-Jersty.—At New-Brunfwiik, Da- 
nicl Cooper, Efg. of Long-Hill, Morr:s- 
county, aged g9, to Mrs, Gibb, relitt of 
Richard Gibb, Efq aged 79; Mr. Thomas 
Mackanels to Mifs Jane Durham. 

Pennsytvanta.—dn Philadelphia, at the 
Friends’ Meeting-houfe, Market-firect, Mr. Sa- 
mucl Fox, to Mifs Sarah Pleafants. 

Virointa.—At Richmond, Thomas Lec, 
Efq. eldeft fon of Richard Henry Lee, Efq. 
to Mifs Mildred Wathington, youngett 
daughter of Col. John Auguitine Wafhing- 
ton, and niece to his excellency Gencrat 
Wathington ; Mr, Richard Brewer, to Mits 
Ann Blackwell of Maryland. 

Nortu-C aro_itna.—At Edenton, David 
Witherfpoon, Efq. attorney at law, to Mrs. 
Mary Nath, widow of the late Goveraor 
Nath, deceafed. 

SoutH-Carotina.—At Charlefion, Mae, 
Philip Hillegar, to Mifs Sarah Mana, 
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New-Hamesutrt.—At Portfmouth, Capt- 
Samuel Dailing; Mrs. Lydia Morris. 
Massacuusetts.—At Boflon, Mr. Ben- 


jamin Adams ; Milfs Polly Black ; Mr. Da- 


vid Watfon ; Mrs. Ann Crane ; Mrs. Jemi- 
ma White-——t Halifax, Mr. Benjamin 
Kent, formerly a barrifter at Law ia this 
ftate. —.4t Cambridge, William Kneeland, Efqs 
—At Dunflable, Jonn Winflow, E{q. aged 8g: 
— Mt Salem, Miis Elizabeth Wood.— At Niwa 
London, faddenly, Profper Wetmore, E(q. 

Connecricyut.—At Willington, Mr. Jo- 
nathan Tuttle, im the @gth year of his age. 
He furvived the wife of his youth only 
feven months; who, at the time of her 
death, was far advanced in her 93d year. 

New-Yorx,—— 4 New-Yor4, Mr. Moles 
Gall. 

Pennsytvania.--At Philadelphia, James 
Potts, Eig. attorney at law, of Potts-Grove, 
Montgomer county : Robert E. Pine, Efq. 
an eminent hifterical and portrait painter. 

Marytann.—At Queen's Ann’s, Patuxent 
River, Singleton Wootton, Fig. At her fect 
near Lower-Marlberough, Mrs, Rebceca 
Arnold, aged 77. 

Virno1nia.—A? Richmond, Mrs, Hunter, 
wife of Mr. Miles Hunter of Pcterfburgh ; 
Mrs. Lettice Ball of Lancafter county; Mr. 
Gabricl Gah; Dr, Alexander Skinner.—— 
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